
By KEVIN FREKING 

 

WASHINGTON (AP) 

— Former President 

Barack Obama harshly 

criticized President 

Donald Trump’s handling 

of the coronavirus pan-

demic as an “absolute 

chaotic disaster” during a 

conversation with ex-

members of his adminis-

tration, according to a 

recording obtained by 

Yahoo News. 

Obama also reacted to 

the Justice Department 

dropping its criminal case 

against Trump’s first 

national security adviser, 

Michael Flynn, saying he 

worried that the “basic 

understanding of rule of 

law is at risk.” 

More than 78,400 peo-

ple with COVID-19 have 

died in the United States 

and more than 1.3 million 

people have tested posi-

tive, according to the lat-

est estimates from the 

Center for Systems 

Science and Engineering 

at Johns Hopkins 

University. 

Obama’s comments 

came during a Friday call 

with 3,000 members of the 

Obama Alumni 

Association, people who 

served in his administra-

tion. Obama urged his 

supporters to back his for-

mer vice president, Joe 

Biden, who is trying to 

unseat Trump in the Nov. 

3 election. 

“What we’re fighting 

against is these long-term 

trends in which being self-

ish, being tribal, being 

divided, and seeing others 

as an enemy — that has 

become a stronger impulse 

in American life. And by 

the way, we’re seeing that 

internationally as well. It’s 

part of the reason why the 

response to this global cri-

sis has been so anemic and 

spotty,” Obama said, 

according to Yahoo News. 

“It would have been bad 

even with the best of gov-

ernments. It has been an 

absolute chaotic disaster 

when that mindset — of 

‘what’s in it for me’ and 

‘to heck with everybody 

else’ — when that mindset 

is operationalized in our 

government,” he said. 

Trump has consistently 

defended and boasted of 

his response to the virus, 

saying that travel restric-

tions from China and 

Europe as well as social 

distancing guidelines have 

prevented far greater dam-

age. “I think we saved mil-

lions of lives,” he said ear-

lier this week. 

Trump has criticized the 

Obama administration in 

relation to his own admin-

istration’s response to the 

outbreak.  

 

See PAGE 2
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HIGHLAND PARK CAFETERIA 
WILL REMAIN CLOSED  

PERMANENTLY – AFTER 95 YEARS

"The cynics may be the loudest voices - but I promise 

you they will accomplish the least." - Barack Obama

Obama lashes out at Trump in call with supporters Statement on Dallas ISD 

decision to hold virtual 

graduation ceremonies

BY THE HUB 

 

DALLAS — Dallas ISD’s decision to honor our 2020 

graduating seniors with virtual rather than in-person 

commencement ceremonies is based on one overriding 

concern: the safety of our students, their families and 

district staff. District leaders made this decision after 

much discussion and in-depth consultation with 

trustees, government officials and the area medical 

community. This is clearly a responsible call in favor of 

public health. 

See PAGE 3 

DALLAS - The Highland Park 

Cafeteria opened 95 years ago in 

1925 on Knox Street in the 

foothills of Highland Park, a 

highly affluent town in central 

Dallas County, Texas.  

The restaurant had eight loca-

tions throughout Dallas, but after 

experiencing hard times in 1996, 

they had to downsize. Only the 

Casa Linda location in East 

Dallas survived and was called 

the 'Casa Linda Cafeteria.'  

In 2007, a new owner, changed 

the name back to the original 

name, 'Highland Park Cafeteria.' 

They continued to serve classics 

like; meatloaf with mashed pota-

toes, squash casserole, ambrosia 

salad, glossy rolls, and delicious 

zucchini muffins. 

The Highland Park Cafeteria 

announced the sad news on 

Monday, May 11, that it will 

remain closed after the tempo-

rary closure due to the COVID-

19 crisis. 

 
Photos Credit: Highland Park 

Cafeteria Facebook and Website Cafeteria staff circa 1960.
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 HOUSTON, Texas - On 

Friday, the Royce West 

for U.S. Senate campaign 

announced that former at-

large Houston City 

Councilwoman Amanda 

Edwards, who placed fifth 

in the March 3 runoff 

earning more than 

189,000 votes and more 

than ten percent of all 

votes cast, has endorsed 

Senator West in anticipa-

tion of the July 14 runoff.  

 Edwards issued the fol-

lowing statement 

announcing her endorse-

ment:  

The race for United 

States Senate this year is 

an important one that will 

shape the future of our 

state, and the Senate 

itself, for years to come.  

Today, I am proud to 

announce that I support 

Royce West for U.S. 

Senate in the July 14 

runoff election.  

I support Senator West 

because of his strong 

Democratic values, and 

his focus on addressing 

the issues I care about that 

impact the lives of Texans 

and people nationwide.  

Throughout the course 

of my campaign, I said 

this race was about peo-

ple, and what matters 

most to us, not politics. I 

said this race was about 

healthcare, about provid-

ing our communities real 

leadership, and about 

finding reforms to ensure 

previously marginalized 

voices find their way to 

the forefront.  

I am endorsing Royce 

West because I believe he 

will bring about the 

change we need when it 

comes to healthcare, cli-

mate change, education, 

criminal justice reform, 

and many issues I champi-

oned as a candidate in this 

race.  

When it comes to the 

issues that I and so many 

others care about, Royce 

West has the determina-

tion to get things done in 

Washington, which is why 

I’m proud to endorse 

Royce West. 

Senator West said he 

was honored to receive 

Edwards’ endorsement. 

“Amanda and young lead-

ers like her who are will-

ing to take a stand for 

what they believe are the 

future of the Democratic 

Party in Texas, and I am 

honored to have her 

endorsement and support 

as we head toward the 

July runoff,” West said.  

West’s campaign team 

noted Edwards’ endorse-

ment brings the total of 

former contenders in the 

March 3 primary endors-

ing the Dallas state sena-

tor to 6: Jolt founder and 

former Worker’s Defense 

Project Executive 

Director Cristina Tzintzún 

Ramirez, former Houston 

City Councilman and 

Congressman Chris Bell, 

Co-Chair of the Texas 

Poor People’s Campaign 

Sema Hernandez, and 

Beaumont NAACP leader 

and pastor Michael 

Cooper.  

The candidates current-

ly endorsing West repre-

sent 826,398 votes from 

the March 3 primary, said 

West Communications 

Director Vince Leibowitz.  

“The support that has 

coalesced around Senator 

West represents more than 

one million total votes 

from the March 3 primary, 

when considered with the 

Senator’s vote total,” 

Leibowitz said. “A wide 

variety of distinguished 

Democrats from that field, 

as well as many others, 

have stepped up to 

endorse the Senator in 

recent weeks,” Leibowitz 

continued.  

Those groups include 

the Communication 

Workers of America, rep-

resenting more than 

64,000 people in Texas, 

the American Federation 

of Teachers, The Black 

Women’s PAC of Texas, 

and Democracy for 

America.  

A d d i t i o n a l l y , 

Ambassador Carol 

Moseley Braun, the first 

African American female 

elected to the United 

States Senate, Louisiana 

Congressman Cedric 

Richmond, and Fort 

Worth City 

Councilwoman Kelly 

Allen Gray have all 

endorsed the Senator in 

recent weeks, Leibowitz 

noted.  

 He also said another 

major announcement was 

forthcoming, noting the 

West Campaign was also 

notified this week that a 

formal endorsement 

announcement would be 

coming soon from the 

Congressional Black 

Caucus PAC. A date has 

not yet been set for the 

formal release of the 

announcement. 

AMANDA EDWARDS ENDORSES ROYCE WEST 
Endorsement Caps Off Three-Week Period That Includes 

Endorsements from Major Unions, Congressional Black Caucus PAC 

Continued from Page 1 

Yet Trump’s contention 

that his administration 

inherited “a broken sys-

tem and a broken test” 

from Obama’s is false; the 

novel coronavirus did not 

exist until late last year. In 

fact, the Centers for 

Disease Control and 

Prevention struggled to 

develop its own test in 

January and then discov-

ered problems in its kits 

in February. 

Obama has generally 

kept a low profile on cur-

rent political events, even 

when Trump would dis-

parage him or his admin-

istration on Twitter. But 

Friday’s call indicates that 

he’ll be playing an active 

role in the coming elec-

tion. He told supporters 

that he would be “spend-

ing as much time as nec-

essary and campaigning 

as hard as I can for Joe 

Biden.” 

Obama 

lashes out 

at Trump 

in call with 

supporters 
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In fact, given Dallas 

County’s current level of 

COVID-19 activity, the 

county’s top health 

authority, director of 

Dallas County Health 

and Human Services Dr. 

Philip Huang, has specif-

ically advised school 

leaders against holding 

any kind of in-person 

social gatherings, includ-

ing vehicle ceremonies. 

In a letter to area super-

intendents in which he 

cited the advice of the 

CDC and the Texas 

Department of Health, 

Dr. Huang called on 

school districts to hold 

only virtual celebrations. 

He says hosting live 

events increases the 

potential for massive 

spread of COVID-19, 

especially among those 

in high-risk groups such 

as older adults and peo-

ple with underlying 

health conditions.   

Without question, high 

school graduation is a 

momentous time in the 

lives of students and their 

families, and everyone 

wishes circumstances 

were such that this mile-

stone could be publicly 

celebrated. Even so, 

Dallas ISD recognizes its 

responsibility to make 

public health our number 

one priority. Therefore, 

we respectfully ask stu-

dents, parents and com-

munity members to heed 

the advice of public 

health authorities and 

observe the occasion 

with the virtual gradua-

tion ceremonies planned 

to honor our students.   

Statement on Dallas ISD decision to hold 
virtual graduation ceremonies

Washington, D.C. – 

Today, Congresswoman 

Eddie Bernice Johnson 

(TX-30), alongside 

Representatives Jared 

Huffman (CA-02) and 

Alcee L. Hastings (FL-

20), introduced the 

COVID- 19 Serving the 
Homeless by Expanding 
the List of Tenant Eligible 
Residences Act of 2020, or 

COVID-19 SHELTER 

Act of 2020. This bill 

aims to ensure that the 

federal government sup-

ports creative ways to 

shelter unsheltered indi-

viduals during and after 

the novel coronavirus out-

break. 

According to the 

National Low Income 

Housing Coalition, there 

are over 500,000 people 

in America experiencing 

homelessness on any 

given night. On top of 

this, there is a national 

shortage of over 7 million 

affordable housing units 

for extremely low-income 

individuals and families, 

resulting in 75% of those 

families paying more than 

half their income in rent. 

Recent safety guidance 

from San Francisco has 

suggested it is safer to 

sleep on the street than to 

congregate in often over-

crowded shelters in order 

to avoid the potential 

spread of coronavirus. 

“This pandemic has 

brought to light the stark 

inequities in our society 

when it comes to access to 

health care and housing, 

and there are none harder 

hit than our constituents 

struggling with homeless-

ness and housing insecuri-

ty. As the co-chair of the 

C o n g r e s s i o n a l 

Homelessness Caucus, I 

am proud to lead the 

COVID-19 SHELTER 

Act with my colleagues 

Representatives Jared 

Huffman and Alcee L. 

Hastings,” said 

C o n g r e s s w o m a n 

Johnson. “This bill will 

be a transformative effort 

to provide emergency 

housing for individuals 

during this pandemic. It is 

critical that we strive to 

expand homelessness pre-

vention resources as part 

of our societal response to 

contain this coronavirus.” 

Specifically, the SHEL-

TER Act would: 

● Create an additional 

200,000 Section 8 vouch-

ers for families in need 

● Create a disaster 

assistance voucher pro-

gram with 500,000 vouch-

ers available to individu-

als who were unsheltered 

at the time of the COVID-

19 crisis for up two years 

with the ability for the 

HUD secretary to renew 

the vouchers if necessary 

● Expand the list of eli-

gible dwelling units cur-

rently under Section 8 to 

include hotel rooms, 

motel rooms, unrented Air 

BnBs, Junior Accessory 

Dwelling Units, and RVs 

“Before the COVID-19 

crisis, the country faced a 

serious lack of affordable 

housing and far too many 

individuals sleeping on 

the streets and in shel-

ters,” said Rep. 

Huffman. “America is 

facing an unprecedented 

crisis, with thousands of 

people losing their liveli-

hoods and ability to sup-

port their families every 

day which will only serve 

to exacerbate the strug-

gles to find affordable 

housing. There is a long 

road ahead before the 

county can get back on its 

feet, and it’s going to take 

ingenuity and hard work 

to make sure the most vul-

nerable populations are 

cared for. With the 

COVID-19 SHELTER 

Act, we can creatively 

house individuals experi-

encing homelessness and 

support them throughout 

the crisis and its after-

math.” 

“In addition to exposing 

pre-existing issues in our 

housing system, this pan-

demic has caused many 

families and workers in 

Florida and across our 

nation to face financial 

challenges, housing inse-

curity, and other hardships 

they could have never 

anticipated. We have a 

responsibility to address 

the housing shortages, 

shelter overcrowding, and 

other urgent issues this 

crisis has created for the 

organizations trying to 

keep up with the growing 

need for innovative hous-

ing solutions,” said 

Congressman Hastings. 

“As a Co-Chair of the 

C o n g r e s s i o n a l 

Homelessness Caucus, I 

am proud to introduce the 

COVID-19 SHELTER 

Act with Representatives 

Jared Huffman and Eddie 

Bernice Johnson to 

address this need and pro-

vide shelter to our neigh-

bors during this time of 

crisis.” 

“The National Coalition 

for the Homeless 

applauds Representatives 

Huffman, Johnson, and 

Hastings for introducing 

legislation to provide 

flexible vouchers to those 

who were homeless when 

the COVID-19 emergency 

struck. Housing ends 

homelessness, and we will 

likely see large increases 

in households losing 

housing in the coming 

months. This effort will 

help scale up housing 

resources quickly, and 

with an understanding of 

each family’s unique 

needs,” said Megan 

Hustings, Managing 

Director of the National 

Coalition for the 

Homeless. 

Congresswoman Johnson Introduces Bill to Create 

Housing Solutions During COVID-19 Crises

Total Primary Care has 

become the first medical 

provider in Texas to secure 

and offer a COVID-19 

antibody test approved by 

the US Food and Drug 

Administration (FDA) for 

EUA use. 

The cost for an antibody 

test is covered by in-net-

work insurance plans, with 

many plans waiving co-

pays to encourage testing.   

Total Primary Care is a 

large primary care system 

in the greater Austin area, 

operating 16 Total Care 

Primary Care and Total 

Men's Primary Care loca-

tions in Central Texas. The 

company also has 8 loca-

tions in the DFW area. 

Men, women and children 

are now able to get 

COVID-19 antibody tests 

at all area locations. 
Richardson (Campbell & 75) 

Fort Worth – Alliance 

(Heritage Trace Pkwy & IH-

35W) 

Addison (Montfort & Belt 

Line) 

The Colony (Sam Rayburn & 

N Josey Ln) 

Flower Mound (Village 

Pkwy & Justin Rd) NOW 

OPEN 

Southlake (Southlake Blvd & 

Kimball Ave) NOW OPEN 

McKinney NOW OPEN 

Frisco NOW OPEN 

Allen (Coming Soon) 

Fort Worth (Coming Soon) 

Las Colinas (Coming Soon) 

Prosper (Coming Soon)

Total Primary Care Offers the First 

COVID-19 Antibody Test in Texas 

Approved by FDA for EUA Use
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Property Management

PEST CONTROL

C L A S S I F I E D S    

Jerco Sales Lock and 

Key Sales 
3200 S Lancaster Rd.  

Ste, 414 
 

Stanley’s Catfish & 

Chicken 

3146 Cedar Crest Blvd.  
 

The Aldridge Family 

Pharmacy 

1408 Bonnieview Rd 

 
Prosperity Bank 
333 W Kiest Blvd 

 

South Dallas Cafe 
7035 Marvin D Love Fwy 

 
Hampton Library  
2951 Hampton Rd 

 
Baby Back Shak 
1800 S Akard St 

 
Black Jack Pizza 
2536 MLK Blvd 

 
Catfish Floyd 

710 Ann Arbor Ave 
 

Pal’s Food Mart 
2307 E Ann Arbor Ave 

 
P.C. Center 

1229 Pleasant Run Rd 

 
D’Ventures  

7474 S Lancaster Rd 
 
 

Kroger 

1001 N Beckley Ave 
 

Records BBQ 

2325 S Lancaster Rd

The Dallas Post Tribune is your community newspaper!  
We have great content online and on our social media page.  

www.dallasposttrib.com and on facebook @thedallasposttribune

NEED A COPY OF  THE DALLAS POST TRIBUNE?  
TRY ONE OF THESE LOCATIONS...

By TAMMY WEBBER, DEE-ANN DURBIN and ANNE D'INNOCENZIO 

CHICAGO (AP) — Bill Purdue waterproofs basements for a living, but he has 

spent the past few days in his buddy’s Washington, Indiana, auto trim and upholstery 

shop cutting rectangles of cotton fabric that his friend sews into face masks. 

Fashion designer Briana Danyele left Italy last month to return to her mother’s 

Greer, South Carolina, home, where she has turned the living room into a mini 

sewing factory, making masks that she embroiders with the words, “We Got This!” 

Continues on Page 3

Encouraged by “Roots” writer Alex Haley, 

A’Lelia Bundles began a decades long  

investigation into her great-great-grand-

mother’s life. Her carefully documented book 

has surprised readers ever since. 

 

By Ronda Racha Penrice 

 

A’Lelia Bundles now knows she was born to tell 

her great-great-grandmother’s remarkable story. 

Without her three-decade effort to document her 

family’s entrepreneurial journey and legacy, pio-

neering entrepreneur Madam C.J. Walker might 

have ended up a mere footnote in history. 

But it took encouragement from African 

American history icon and “Roots” writer Alex 

Haley to start Bundles on the journey. 

That story—of how Sarah Breedlove, born to 

formerly enslaved parents only recently emanci-

pated, founded the haircare company that would 

make her, as Madam C.J. Walker, reportedly the 

wealthiest self-made woman in the country at the 

time—serves as the backdrop to the new Netflix 

limited series “Self Made: Inspired by the Life Of 

Madam C.J. Walker,” starting March 20. 

Bundles’ definitive 2001 biography “On Her 

Own Ground” set the stage for Octavia Spencer’s 

new portrayal. An updated version, retitled “Self 

Made” to reflect the series, is available now as an 

audiobook and in print March 24.  

Bundles’ role in promoting her family’s legacy started in 1955, when the then-3-

year-old moved with her family to Indianapolis, where Madam Walker built her hair 

care empire. Growing up, Bundles was surrounded by that legacy: Her mother, 

A’Lelia Mae Perry Bundles, even served as vice president of the Madam C.J. Walker 

Manufacturing Company. 

In high school, Bundles wrote a paper on her and her mother’s namesake A’Lelia 

Walker, Breedlove’s daughter, and at Columbia 

University’s Graduate School of Journalism in 

1975 she accepted her professor’s encouragement 

to write her master’s paper on her family. 

It was her friendship with Haley, however, that 

truly helped her tell her great-great-grandmother’s 

story. 

“Alex kind of paved the way,” she said Zenger 

News. But the two met in the early 1980s because 

Haley wanted to novelize Madam Walker’s legacy. 

Though, she said, “the universe connected me to 

Alex,” she later realized she was was meant to write 

the story. 

Trailblazing author Haley, who ignited the 

genealogy movement encouraging African 

Americans to reclaim their African roots and her-

itage, later became Bundles’ mentor. 

“I learned a lot about storytelling from him and a 

lot on how you speak to audiences and relate to 

audiences. So, I just feel like that relationship was a 

gift for me,” she said. 

It’s a gift Bundles, who has written five books on 

Walker, has used well, says Philip J. Merrill, C
EO 

and founder of the Pennsylvania-based African 

American heritage consulting firm Nanny Jack & 

Company. 

“As a historian and as a material culture special-

ist, and an author, I’m going to go to the source,” 

said Merrill, w
hose book “Old West Baltimore” is 

forthcoming. When it comes to Madam C.J. 

Walker, he said, “the source is A’Lelia Bundles.” 

Bundles, who spent 30 years as an executive and Emmy-award-winning producer 

with ABC News and NBC News, spent more than two decades digging in archives, 

conducting in-person interviews and combing through artifacts before publishing 

“On Her Own Ground” in 2001. 
Continues on Page 6
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A story about the richest self-made woman in 

America, Madam C.J. Walker, comes to Netflix
 

“There is no royal flower-strewn path to success. If there were,  I have not found it.  I would 

not have accomplished anything in life; it is because I have been willing to work hard.”  

- Madam C.J. Walker

Volunteers sew masks for health workers facing shortages 

In this Sunday, March 22, 2020, photo, provided by Christina Hunter, Briana Danyele sews cloth face 

masks that say "We Got This!" in her mother's living room in Greer, S.C., which will be sent to health 

care workers. Legions of everyday Americans are sewing masks for desperate hospitals, nursing homes 

and homeless shelters amid the expanding coronavirus pandemic. (Christina Hunter via AP) 

Dallas ISD implements at-home 

learning, here's how it works 

DALLAS — Even with the indefinite closure of schools, Dallas ISD continues its 

commitment to provide the best educational opportunities for all students. 

Students began at-home learning on Monday, March 23. We want to make sure 

that all parents and students have all the information and resources available to suc-

ceed through this transition.  

We spoke about at-home learning with Shannon Trejo, deputy chief of Dallas 

ISD’s Teaching and Learning department, and with Jack Kelanic, Dallas ISD chief 

technology officer.  

“The first thing that parents need to know is that we’re here to support you dur-

ing this time of transition,” Trejo said. “We want to be patient, we want to be flex-

ible, we want to express grace in this time, and we want for you to know that 

we’re here to help.” 

Continues on Page 5

Photo courtesy: Dallas ISD

By ELLEN  
KNICKMEYER 

 

HOUSTON (AP) — 

Danielle Nelson’s best 

monitor for the emissions 

billowing out of the oil 

refineries and chemical 

plants surrounding her 

home: The heaving chest 

of her 9-year-old asthmat-

ic son. 
On some nights, the 

boy’s chest shudders as he 

fights for breath in his 

sleep. Nelson suspects the 

towering plants and 

refineries are to blame, ris-

ing like a lit-up city at 

night around her squat 

brick apartment building 

in the rugged Texas Gulf 

Coast city of Port Arthur. 

Ask Nelson what protec-

tion the federal govern-

ment and plant operators 

provide her African 

American community, and 

her answer is blunt. 

“They’re basically killing 

us,” says the 37-year-old, 

who herself has been diag-

nosed with respiratory 

problems since moving to 

the community after 

2017′s Hurricane Harvey. 

“We don’t even know 

what we’re breathing,” she 

says. 
The Texas Gulf Coast is 

the United States’ petro-

chemical corridor, with 

four of the country’s 10 

biggest oil and gas refiner-

ies and thousands of 

chemical facilities. 
Residents of the mostly 

black and Latino commu-

nities closest to the 

refineries and chemical 

plants say that puts them 

on the front line of the 

Trump administration’s 

rollbacks of decades of 

public health and environ-

mental protections. 
 

See PAGE 3
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‘They’re killing us,’  

Texas residents say of Trump rollbacks 

"Hold fast to dreams, for if dreams die, life is a  

broken-winged bird that cannot fly." - Langston Hughes

Activist Hilton Kelley talks about the neighborhood where he grew up Monday, March 23, 2020, in Port Arthur, Texas. Kelley says he 

started speaking out for Port Arthur's black community when he got fed up "always hearing about someone dying of cancer, always 

smelling smells, watching little babies using nebulizers." (AP Photo/David J. Phillip) 

Homes are seen with The Valero Houston Refinery in the background on Monday, March 23, 2020, in Houston. The Texas Gulf Coast is 

the United States’ petrochemical corridor, with four of the country’s 10 biggest oil and gas refineries and thousands of chemical facilities. 

(AP Photo/David J. Phillip) 

Dallas County 
Commissioners vote to 

Extend “STAY- AT-HOME” 

Order through May 15  
See PAGE 2 

Michelle Obama 

launches online reading 
series for kids  

Governor defends  

testing levels as Texas 
begins reopening 

Ambassador Moseley-

Braun Endorses West in 

Texas US Senate Race

NEW YORK (AP) — 

Michelle 
Obama 

launched a series of 

online video readings for 

kids with the classic pic-

ture book “The Gruffalo,” 

which the former first 

lady called the story of a 

mouse who uses his “wit 

and imagination” to get 

the best of a fox and other 

would-be predators. 

“Mondays 
with 

Michelle Obama” is part 

of the PBS KIDS Read-

Along series, and will 

continue through May 11. 

It can be seen at noon 

EDT on the Facebook and 

YouTube pages of PBS 

KIDS and the Facebook 

page of Obama’s publish-

er, Penguin Random 

House. 

By PAUL J. WEBER 

 

AUSTIN, Texas (AP) — 

Republican Gov. Greg 

Abbott on Tuesday 

renewed his defense of 

coronavirus monitoring in 

Texas, which throughout 

the crisis has ranked near 

the bottom in the U.S. in 

testing, as he accelerates 

toward relaxing social 

restrictions before the end 

of April. 
Next Monday, Abbott is 

planning to issue new 

statewide orders that will 

further loosen Texas’ lock-

down beyond the reopen-

ing of state parks and let-

ting retailers sell items 

curbside, which take effect 

this week.  
See PAGE 6 

CHICAGO 
— 

Ambassador 
Carol 

Moseley-Braun, the first 

African American woman 

to win a seat in the United 

States Senate, announced 

today she is supporting 

Sen. Royce West (D-

Dallas) in the July 14 

Democratic 
Primary 

runoff for U.S. Senate. See PAGE 5

By MICHAEL TARM 

 

CHICAGO (AP) — As 
daunting as the challenges 
that await him as the new 
chief of a Chicago Police 
Department under pres-
sure to implement sweep-
ing court-ordered reforms 
may seem, they pale com-
pared to what David 
Brown Sr. had to over-
come 10 years ago follow-
ing an afternoon phone 
call on Father’s Day. 

His son was dead, an 
officer told the then-
Dallas police chief. Police 
shot 27-year-old David 
Brown Jr. after he’d shot 
dead a stranger on a sub-
urban sidewalk and then 
also killed a responding 
officer during an apparent 
mental breakdown. 

“My entire body pulsat-

ed with pain, as if I’d been 
jolted with an electric 
shock,” Brown recounted 
in a 2017 book. “I grieved 
just as deeply for the 
loved ones of those my 
son had taken.” 

Brown, whose former 
partner and brother were 
also killed years earlier, 
said he returned to work 
with more empathy for 
victims and suspects 
alike, and a greater devo-
tion to his job. 

“My sense of duty not 
only got me out of bed,” 
he wrote. “It also began 
my healing.” 

The 59-year-old will 
need that heightened level 
of commitment to succeed 
in Chicago, the nation’s 
third largest city, where 
he’ll oversee a force of 
some 13,000 officers. 

Dallas had around 3,000. 
Brown’s No. 1 priority 

is to ensure Chicago’s 
department complies with 
the court-monitored over-
haul plan, which includes 
requirements unpopular 
with many officers that 
they file paperwork each 
time they point a gun at 
someone, even if they 
don’t fire. 

It’s not going to be easy. 
“This is a hard job, one 

of the hardest jobs in the 
country,” Chicago Mayor 
Lori Lightfoot told 
reporters Thursday in 
announcing Brown’s 
selection as police super-
intendent. 

Brown is expected to 
officially assume his 
superintendent post in 
April. 

By HILLEL ITALIE 
 

NEW YORK (AP) — 
Oprah Winfrey’s new 
book club pick is Robert 
Kolker’s “Hidden Valley 
Road,” an in-depth 
account of a 1950s family 
in which six of 12 chil-
dren were diagnosed with 
schizophrenia. Winfrey 
says she will continue 
picking books during the 
coronavirus outbreak, and 
will seek new ways to 
engage readers. 

In announcing her 
choice Tuesday, Winfrey 
called “Hidden Valley 
Road” a “a riveting true 
story of an American fam-
ily that reads like a med-
ical detective journey. It 
reveals the shame, denial, 
shock, confusion and mis-
understanding of mental 
illness at a time when no 
one was really sure what 
schizophrenia was or how 
to treat it.” 

“Hidden Valley Road,” 
tells the story of the 
Galvins, an attractive, 
high-achieving Colorado 
family that was devastat-
ed by the illness. Kolker 

learned about them four 
years ago through a mutu-
al friend and received 
extensive cooperation, 
speaking with nine of the 
siblings and their mother, 
and also drawing upon 
family letters, diaries and 
medical records. 

In a review that ran last 
weekend in The New York 
Times, Sam Dolnick 
praised Kolker as a gifted 
storyteller and “a 
restrained and unshowy 
writer who is able to 
effectively set a mood.” 
Kolker has written for 
New York magazine and 
Bloomberg and is the 
author of “Lost Girls,” 
which has been adapted 
into a Netflix film starring 
Amy Ryan. 

Kolker’s new book, 
released this week, is 
Winfrey’s fourth selection 
since starting a partner-
ship with Apple last fall. 
She usually tapes a live 
appearance with the 
author that runs on Apple 
TV Plus. Because of the 
coronavirus, she will 
interview Kolker and 
Galvin family members 

remotely for a program 
expected to air in May. 

Winfrey spoke to The 
Associated Press recently 
from her home in Santa 
Barbara, California, 
where she has been shel-
tering in place since early 
March, She said she had 
chosen “Hidden Valley 
Road” before the virus 
became widespread, but 
says it’s even timelier 
now, because of its story 
of a baffling and horrify-
ing illness. She was also 
personally drawn to the 
narrative, explaining that 
a young student from the 
school she runs in South 
Africa has three siblings 
diagnosed with schizo-
phrenia. 

“I’ve watched the ways 
that mental illness can 
rampage a family, and 
how they deal with the 
stigma of it and overcom-
ing the shame of it,” 
Winfrey said. 

Winfrey has helped gen-
erate millions of sales 
over the years, but her 
announcement comes at a 
time of deep declines in 
book sales and wide-

spread industry layoffs, 
from bookstores to the 
publisher Macmillan, 
where Winfrey has an 
imprint. She began her 
club in 1996, and has 
never had a year of such 
unexpected and troubling 
challenges. 

Her previous selection, 
Jeanine Cummins’ 
“American Dirt,” had 
received widespread early 
praise and seemed set to 
be a critical and commer-
cial hit. But a month 
before its January release 
date, some Mexican-
American writers faulted 
the novel about a Mexican 
mother and son fleeing 
north as uninformed and 
exploitative. What 
Winfrey had thought 
would be a show about 
immigration ended up 
being a forum about the 
lack of Latino representa-
tion in publishing, and in 
Winfrey’s club. (Winfrey 
reiterated that she plans to 
choose books by Latinos 
in coming months). 

 
See Page 2
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Winfrey chooses “Hidden Valley Road” for book club 

Remember to adhere to the City's ordinance to avoid COVID-19 this 
EASTER; "shelter at home and the six feet social distance guideline."

Chicago’s new top cop guided by Dallas tenure, son’s death 

FILE - In this June 15, 2015, file photo, Dallas Police Chief David Brown briefs the 
media about a shooting at Dallas Police headquarters in Dallas. Chicago Mayor 
Lori Lightfoot on Thursday, April 2, 2020, named Brown to lead the police force in 
the nation's third largest city. (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez, File) 

This cover image released by Doubeday shows Robert 
Kolker's “Hidden Valley Road." The book, an in-depth 
and highly praised account of a 1950s family in which 
six children were diagnosed with schizophrenia, was 
selected by Oprah Winfrey for her book club. Winfrey 
says that she will continue picking book 

Wisconsin voters wait for hours, others stay home amid virus 

By SCOTT BAUER and 
STEVE PEOPLES 

 

MADISON, Wis. (AP) 
— Despite federal health 
recommendations, thou-

sands of Wisconsin voters 
waited hours in long lines 
outside overcrowded 

polling stations on 
Tuesday so they could 
participate in a presiden-

tial primary election that 
tested the limits of elec-
toral politics in the midst 

of a pandemic. 
 

See Page 2 

Raising Cane’s 

Thrives, Even in 

Times of Crisis, 

with Unrelenting 

Focus on Crew  

and Culture, 

Distributing $2 

Million Crew 

Bonus 
 

This week, popular 
chicken finger brand 
plans to hire 5,000 new 
Crewmembers nationwide 

  

DALLAS (May 11, 

2020) – Raising Cane’s, 

the popular brand known 

for its ONE LOVE® – 

quality chicken finger 

meals – refuses to let the 

pandemic slow it down. 

  

Throughout the crisis, 

Raising Cane’s has kept 

all but a handful of its 500 

restaurants open nation-

wide. Only those without 

drive-thrus have temporar-

ily closed. In addition, 

Founder & Co-CEO Todd 

Graves and Co-CEO & 

COO AJ Kumaran have 

taken no salary as part of 

their commitment to not 

furlough a single 

Crewmember. 

  

And this week, to show 

its appreciation for its 

Crew’s extraordinary 

work and sacrifice during 

the pandemic, Raising 

Cane’s distributed $2 mil-

lion to its Crewmembers 

systemwide. 

 

The $2 million payout is 

intended to make-up for 

the hours that each 

Crewmember agreed to 

give-up at the beginning 

of this pandemic, so that 

all Crewmembers could 

stay employed, in support 

of the mantra.  

 

As Trump  

urges reopening, 

thousands getting 

sick on the job 
 

By DAVID CRARY 

 

NEW YORK (AP) — 

Even as President Donald 

Trump urges getting peo-

ple back to work and 

reopening the economy, 

an Associated Press analy-

sis shows thousands of 

people are getting sick 

from COVID-19 on the 

job. 

Recent figures show a 

surge of infections in 

meatpacking and poultry-

processing plants. There’s 

been a spike of new cases 

among construction work-

ers in Austin, Texas, 

where that sector recently 

returned to work. Even the 

White House has proven 

vulnerable, with positive 

coronavirus tests for one 

of Trump’s valets and for 

Vice President Mike 

Pence’s press secretary. 

The developments 

underscore the high stakes 

for communities nation-

wide as they gradually 

loosen restrictions on 

business. 

“The people who are 

getting sick right now are 

generally people who are 

working,” Dr. Mark 

Escott, a regional health 

official, told Austin’s city 

council. “That risk is 

going to increase the more 

people are working.” 

NEWS YOU OUGHT TO KNOW

My Day 

By Dr. J. Ester Davis 

 

Have you been tested 

yet for the COVID-19?  

So, then when are you 

going?  If you have been, 

what did you think about 

the process? I thought it 

was well worth the trip.  

I can vividly remember 

(circa 1958) being in line 

at Booker T. Washington 

School Gymnasium, the 

all African American 

School, in South Texas,  

for the polio vaccine.  It 

was rendered in the form 

of a sugar cube after much 

trial, cribbing, death and 

error.  And. . . it come to 

past. 

To date, Monday, May 

11, 2020, there have been 

6,123 cases reported in 

Dallas County.  On this 

same date, 253 new cases 

were added to the list.  I 

got in line at Ellis Davis 
Field House Monday 

about 11:00 AM.  I had an 

informed  90 year old 

neighbor with me.  The 

route at Ellis Davis Field 

House, DeSoto, Texas, 

was ideal for the number 

of vehicles, southern sec-

tor residents, the ever con-

stant construction and vis-

ible security.   The naviga-

tion was well planned. 

(Thank you Dallas 

County.) While in line, I 

could  count  the number 

of cars, but not the number 

of people per vehicle.  So 

my time in line was about 

an hour and fifteen min-

utes.  There are three 

stops. Three white tents.  

As you get closer to Stop 
Number One, there are 

more signs to read which 

is extremely helpful. All 

signage is in English and 

Spanish. That first stop is 

for proper identification 

and collection of informa-

tion.  You will leave this 

site with a white piece of 

paper.  On the ‘Informed 

Consent: “You have 

agreed by coming to this 

test site, to participate in 

testing designed to identi-

fy whether you have been 

infected by the novel coro-

navirus and have devel-

oped COVID-19, the dis-

ease caused by the novel 

coronavirus.  Your partici-

pation in this process is 

voluntary.”  The test 

involves a nasal swab that 

you administer personally.  

It was so easy. You have to 

love technology!   

You leave Stop Number 
One with a consent form.  

Just drive slowly and be 

aglow about bringing this 

too to past. The first 

responders at these test 

sites are quite efficient.  

Stop Number Two is more 

interactive, a few ques-

tions and verifying the 

correct information.  

Nothing more than name, 

telephone number.  Your 

Driver’s License or some 

form of identification will 

be asked for.  At Stop 

Number Two we were 

asked to view the video 

and tune in to 88.3 on the 

Radio. You can see the 

staff working with preci-
sion-in -excellence. This 

entire process is less than 

60 seconds.  If you place 

your Radio on 88.3, there 

is a taped repeated instruc-

tion message about how to 

swab your nose when you 

get to Stop Number 
Three.  The message is 

simple.  The message is 

clear.  The value is price-

less and mess-free.   

Stop Number Three is 

the final step in the testing 

process.  You follow the 

cones, drive to the third 

white tent.  Your informa-

tion is verified again. Here 

you receive a wrapped 

“cotton swab”.  I called it 

a ‘one-legged’ QTip, 

because only one side is 

cotton. You place it in the 

left-side of your nose . . 

.then the right.  The atten-

dance outside your win-

dow is your clock, count-

ing-your-fifteen-seconds 

on his gloved hand, 

because each circling 

swab should take 15-sec-

onds.  You place the one. .. 

“one-legged” QTip in the 

secure tube.  It is closed in 

front of you, your smile . . 

. and you are free to go. 

Way to go Dallas.   

 

Esterdavis2000@gmail.

com 

The Beauty of Drive Thru Testing

Good Luck!



By Stacy M. Brown, 

NNPA Newswire Senior 

Correspondent 

@StacyBrownMedia 

 

Add jogging while 

Black to the ever-growing 

list of reasons African 

Americans continue to be 

shot down senselessly by 

armed White men, sup-

posedly under the color of 

law. 

Twenty-five-year-old 

Georgia resident Ahmaud 

Arbery was shot and killed 

while jogging after a for-

mer police officer and his 

son chased him down 

because they "thought he 

looked like the suspect in 

a recent string of break-

ins." 

The incident took place 

two months ago but has 

come to light after Civil 

Rights Attorney Lee 

Merritt and Arbery's 

mother, Wanda Cooper, 

appeared on CNN this 

week to call for justice. 

Cooper said police orig-

inally told her that her son 

was involved in a burgla-

ry. They claimed that there 

was a confrontation 

between Arbery and the 

homeowner and a struggle 

over a gun. 

The incident took place 

in Brunswick, a southeast 

coastal town in Glynn 

County that's less than 

five hours from Atlanta. 

So far, there have been 

no charges filed against 

the former officer, 

Gregory McMichael, and 

his son, Travis 

McMichael. CNN and 

other media have reached 

out to the McMichael's for 

comment but were told 

they wouldn't comment 

because of "an ongoing 

investigation." 

Reportedly, two district 

attorneys have recused 

themselves over possible 

conflicts of interest, one of 

whom wrote that Travis 

McMichael acted out of 

self-defense, and their 

actions fell within 

Georgia's citizen arrest 

laws. 

"The decision to rely on 

the citizen's arrest statute 

is really a recent inven-

tion, prior to that they just 

simply said it was self-

defense," Merritt told 

CNN, adding that the men 

are trying to use the law to 

say they were trying to 

stop a crime. 

"According to that law, 

you actually have to be 

observing the crime or be 

in the immediate knowl-

edge of the crime," Merritt 

said. "The only thing they 

have ever said is... that 

(Arbery) stopped by a 

house that was under con-

struction and he looked 

through the window. We 

don't know if that hap-

pened or not, but even if 

that did happen, that is not 

a felony that would invoke 

the citizen's arrest statute 

that would make this 

allowable." 

After the shooting, 

Gregory McMichael told 

police he saw the same 

man "the other night" and 

that he stuck his hand 

down his pants on that 

occasion, leading 

McMichael to believe he 

was armed, according to 

the police report. 

After seeing Arbery jog-

ging, McMichael then 

alerted his 34-year-old 

son, Travis, according to a 

Glynn County Police 

report. 

"Travis, the guy is run-

ning down the street, let's 

go," McMichael said, 

according to the report. 

The two grabbed a shot-

gun and a pistol and fol-

lowed Arbery in their 

truck, police said. Travis 

McMichael, the driver, 

followed Arbery and then 

attempted to cut him off, 

the report continued. 

Arbery turned around and 

began running in the 

opposite direction, the 

police report said. 

They chased Arbery to a 

nearby intersection where 

they caught up to him. The 

men claimed they told 

Arbery to stop because 

they wanted to talk to him. 

Travis McMichael then 

exited the truck with the 

shotgun, and his father 

claimed at that point 

Arbery "violently 

attacked" his son, and they 

struggled over the gun. 

Travis McMichael fired 

two shots, according to the 

police report, killing 

Arbery. 

"What made a jogger 

look like a suspect besides 

his Black skin," an out-

raged citizen named Gary 

Hughes wrote on Twitter. 

"Why are these murder-

ers not in jail awaiting trial 

for murder? If he looked 

suspicious, call the cops, 

don't grab a shotgun and a 

pistol," stated Hughes, 

who joined more than 

1,000 individuals to either 

comment on or view a 

Twitter posting of the inci-

dent by Kristen Clarke, 

the president and execu-

tive director of the 

National Lawyer's 

Committee for Civil 

Rights Under Law. 

"Arbery's family 

deserves justice," Clarke 

stated. 

Merritt added that 

McMichael and his son 

only had the authority to 

follow Arbery and send 

law enforcement to the 

location. They had no 

authority to engage him.  

The 911 calls show a 

dispatcher questioning 

McMichael as to what, if 

anything, Arbery was 

doing to break the law. 

"They didn't give any 

answer for that," Merritt 

told CNN. "They said, 

'He's a Black man running 

down our road.'" 
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Marc Eversley joins Bulls as 

GM from 76ers' front office

Pioneering boxing ref dies, sport's 

1st black Olympic judge

Georgia Man Ahmaud Arbery, Shot and Killed — Jogging While Black

This Thursday, May 7, 2020, file photo combo of images 
provided by the Glynn County Detention Center in 
Georgia shows Gregory McMichael, left, and his son 
Travis McMichael. Georgia's attorney general on 
Sunday asked the U.S. Department of Justice to investi-
gate the handling of the killing of Ahmaud Arbery, a 
black man who authorities say died at the hands of the 
two men as he ran through a neighborhood. (Glynn 
County Detention Center via AP, File)

By JOHN SEEWER 

Associated Press 

 

TOLEDO, Ohio (AP) 

— Carmen Williamson, 

who in the 1940s and ’50s 

was a top U.S. amateur 

boxer and then in 1984 

became the first black 

boxing referee and judge 

at the Olympic games, has 

died. He was 94. 

Williamson died of 

COVID-19 complications 

on April 8 at a hospital in 

Toledo, one of his daugh-

ters said Thursday. He 

was just three weeks away 

from receiving his college 

degree from the 

University of Toledo — a 

pursuit he began nearly 20 

years ago, she said. 

By ANDREW  

SELIGMAN  

AP Sports Write 

 

CHICAGO (AP) — 

Marc Eversley gets a 

chance to help restore an 

iconic NBA franchise and 

set an example for the 

city's youth. 

He welcomes the oppor-

tunities. 

A former Nike executive 

who spent the past four 

years in Philadelphia's 

front office, Eversley was 

introduced as the Bulls' 

general manager on 

Friday. He succeeds the 

fired Gar Forman and will 

work under new top exec-

utive Arturas Karnisovas. 

Eversley also becomes 

the Bulls' first black gen-

eral manager, after spend-

ing the past two years as 

the 76ers' senior vice pres-

ident of player personnel. 

“It means a lot,” he said. 

“I take pride in that. I 

think it's a tremendous 

responsibility. I am a 

black man, I'm in a leader-

ship position now in a city 

with so many black 

youths.
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Grammy-winning 

1970s soul singer  

Betty Wright dies at 66 

MIAMI (AP) — Betty 

Wright, the Grammy-win-

ning soul singer and song-

writer whose influential 

1970s hits included 

“Clean Up Woman” and 

“Where is the Love,” has 

died at age 66. 

Wright died at her home 

in Miami on Sunday, sev-

eral media outlets report-

ed. Steve Greenberg of S-

Curve Records told the 

New York Times Wright 

had been diagnosed with 

cancer in the fall. 

Wright had her break-

through with 1971′s 

“Clean Up Woman,” 

which combined elements 

of funk, soul and R&B. 

Recorded when Wright 

was just 17, the song 

would be a top 10 hit on 

both the Billboard R&B 

and pop charts, and its 

familiar grooves would be 

used and reused in the 

sampling era of future 

decades. 

The youngest of seven 

children, Wright was born 

Bessie Regina Norris in 

1953 in Miami, the city 

whose funk and soul 

sounds her music would 

always be identified with. 

She started singing with 

the family gospel group, 

Echoes of Joy, and 

released her solo debut 

album, “My First Time 

Around,” at age 15 in 

1968. The album yielded a 

top 40 hit, “Girls Can’t Do 

What the Guys Do.” 

After “Clean Up 

Woman,” written by 

Clarence Reid and Willie 

Clarke and later sampled 

by Afrika Bambaataa and 

Mary J. Blige, she would 

have her first hit she wrote 

herself with “Baby Sitter,” 

a 1973 hit that showed off 

her so-called “whistle reg-

ister” vocals, an ultra-high 

singing style later 

employed by Mariah 

Carey and others. 

With members of K.C. 

and the Sunshine Band, 

she co-wrote her 1975 

proto-disco hit, “Where is 

the Love,” which would 

win her a Grammy for best 

R&B song. 

A career lull in the late 

1970s and early 1980s 

prompted Wright to start 

her own label in 1985, 

leading to a gold album, 

“Mother Wit,” in 1987 and 

the comeback hit “No Pain 

(No Gain)” 

She spent much of the 

rest of her life as a produc-

er and mentor to younger 

artists, many of whom 

were singing her praises 

after her death. 

“Thank you for being a 

master teacher, a friend 

and one of the greatest 

female soul singers in our 

industry,” Ledisi said on 

Twitter. “You were so 

much more than your 

music. We were blessed to 

be around royalty.” 

John Legend tweeted 

that Wright “was always 

so loving and giving to 

younger artists. Always 

engaged, always relevant. 

She will be missed.” 

 (AP Photo/Wilfredo Lee, File) 

By Lauren Victoria 

Burke, NNPA Newswire 

Contributor 

 

Richard Wayne 

Penniman, better known 

as Little Richard, was one 

of the most influential 

singer songwriters in pop-

ular music. He was one of 

the founders of Rock n’ 

Roll in the 1950s and one 

of the most memorable 

performers in rock history. 

Little Richard was born in 

1932 in Macon, Georgia. 

“Tutti Frutti” (1955), 

one of Richard’s signature 

songs, became a hit reach-

ing the No. 2 on the 

Billboard chart. Another 

hit, “Long Tall Sally” 

(1956), hit No. 1 on 

Billboard. “Tutti Frutti” 

was added to the National 

Recording Registry of the 

Library of Congress in 

2010 and cited for its 

“unique vocalizing over 

the irresistible beat 

announced a new era in 

music”. Two of his 

songs,”Tutti Frutti” and 

“Good Golly, Miss Molly” 

were listed on the Rock 

and Roll Hall of Fame’s 

500 Songs that Shaped 

Rock and Roll.  

Little Richard’s music 

was covered by several 

artists thereafter and his 

influence included The 

Beatles, who opened for 

Little Richard as he toured 

Europe in 1962. He also 

advised Paul McCartney 

on his distinctive vocal-

izations. Little Richard 

influenced Otis Redding, 

James Brown, Mick 

Jagger, Keith Richards, 

John Lennon and Cliff 

Richard and those influ-

ences frequently showed 

up in their music.  

Legend has it that James 

Brown came up with the 

Famous Flames debut hit, 

“Please, Please, Please”, 

after Richard had written 

the words down on a nap-

kin. Redding started his 

professional career with 

Little Richard’s band, The 

Upsetters. Bob Dylan per-

formed covers of Little 

Richard’s songs on piano 

during a high school talent 

show with his rock and 

roll group, the Golden 

Chords. In 1959, Dylan 

wrote in his yearbook 

under “Ambition”: “to 

join Little Richard.”  

Many Rock critics noted 

the similarities between 

Prince’s androgynous look 

and vocal style to Little 

Richard. 

In 1963, Richard agreed 

to assist a failing tour 

effort by The Everly 

Brothers, Bo Diddley and 

The Rolling Stones and 

was given his own TV 

special after the tour 

ended.  

Little Richard received 

all the honors possible in 

music. He was inducted 

into the Rock and Roll 

Hall of Fame as part of its 

first group of legendary 

inductees in 1986. He was 

also inducted into the 

Songwriters Hall of Fame.  

Penniman’s performanc-

es, like most early rock 

and roll shows, resulted in 

integrated audience reac-

tion during an era of strict 

segregation in the South. 

On tours that included 

groups of music stars, 

Little Richard and other 

artists such as Fats 

Domino and Chuck Berry 

would allow audiences 

Black and white to enter 

buildings via the same 

door but sit in separate 

places — but everyone 

would dance.  

Vocal supremacist 

groups such as the North 

Alabama White Citizens 

Council warned that rock 

and roll “brings the races 

together.” The universal 

popularity of Little 

Richard killed the myth 

that black performers 

could not successfully per-

form at white-only ven-

ues.  

IN MEMORIAM: Little Richard, One of the Most Influential 

Founding Fathers of Rock n’ Roll, Dies at 87

Washington, D.C. -- As 

the House introduces The 

Heroes Act to provide 

much-needed federal 

resources to our nation, 

the CBC worked closely 

with leadership to develop 

legislation that responded 

to the urgent needs of 

Black America, who have 

been hit the hardest by 

coronavirus. The 

Congressional Black 

Caucus is calling for tar-

geted comprehensive 

intervention through city, 

county, or state govern-

ment public health agen-

cies in communities where 

there is a disproportionate 

infection and death rates. 

This will include rapid 

results testing, early treat-

ment and intervention and 

contact tracing. Contract 

tracers should be hired and 

trained from the commu-

nity. 

The twelve-page pro-

posal, which was submit-

ted to House and Senate 

leadership on April 29th, 

outlines a comprehensive 

immediate response and 

long-term recovery plan 

for emergency responders, 

front line workers, sen-

iors, teachers, business 

owners, students, families, 

and state and local govern-

ments. The proposal 

includes policies to safe-

guard social safety net 

benefits, keep Black busi-

nesses afloat, support stu-

dents and educational 

institutions, address health 

care inequities, strengthen 

infrastructure in the Black 

community, protect Black 

farmers, keep people in 

their homes, ensure incar-

cerated individuals are 

protected and much more.  

Since the outbreak of the 

coronavirus in America, 

the Congressional Black 

Caucus has led the way in 

calling for legislation to 

support Black communi-

ties through this pandem-

ic. On March 20th, the 

CBC submitted an initial 

11-page proposal to House 

and Senate leadership 

with recommendations on 

legislation needed to sup-

port Black America. 

Through the collective 

efforts of CBC Members, 

the CARES Act included 

legislation from the CBC 

proposal including: an 

increased amount of direct 

payment assistance for 

people struggling to make 

ends meet, from $600 in 

the original bill introduced 

by Senate Republicans to 

$1200 in the final biparti-

san agreement; an addi-

tional $500 child tax credit 

per child; a moratorium on 

foreclosures and evic-

tions; and $447 million for 

Historically Black 

Colleges and Universities 

(HBCUs), among other 

priorities included. 

Additionally, in a subse-

quent measure to replen-

ish small business funding 

in the CARES Act, the 

CBC helped secure $25 

billion in funding for tar-

geted testing. This legisla-

tion also included a 

requirement that the 

Centers for Disease 

Control release a report 

including racial demo-

graphics of individuals 

impacted by Covid-19 by 

Friday, May 15th.  

The Congressional 

Black Caucus has been 

fully committed and 

engaged at the highest 

level in Congress and the 

Administration in devel-

oping impactful legisla-

tion to respond to the 

growing needs of Black 

America during this crisis.  

Despite the series of 

economic relief that has 

been passed, we know that 

there is still much more 

needed to strengthen our 

communities and ease the 

impact of the pandemic 

thus far. The new proposal 

goes beyond the immedi-

ate issues and incorporates 

a long-term response to 

ensure the full recovery of 

Black America when this 

is over. 

PRIORITIES FOR the HEROES ACT



Washington, D.C. — 

The Chairs of the 

Congressional Asian 

Pacific American Caucus 

(CAPAC), the 

Congressional Black 

Caucus (CBC), and the 

Congressional Hispanic 

Caucus (CHC)—also 

known as the 

Congressional Tri-Caucus, 

have released the follow-

ing statement on the 

racially motivated killing 

of Ahmaud Arbery, who 

was targeted by two white 

men, while jogging in his 

neighborhood: 

“On February 23, 2020, 

a young Ahmaud Arbery’s 

life was cut short because 

two White men were 

uncomfortable with an 

unarmed Black man jog-

ging in the neighborhood 

they shared. What the 

world witnessed on the 

video that leaked was yet 

another racially-motivated 

murder in our country. 

How many times will we 

continue to see such 

heinous acts of White 

supremacy? And how 

many times will it take a 

national public outcry to 

result in an arrest? We 

have come to a critical 

juncture in our country, 

where we must be honest 

with ourselves and call 

these crimes what they 

really are - lynchings. 

Arbery was targeted, 

harassed, and then killed. 

His death is a vicious 

reminder that the past is 

never that far away. As 

recently as two years ago, 

a White man who lynched 

a Black man was convict-

ed and executed. This is 

why the Emmett Till Anti-

Lynching Bill needs to be 

passed and signed in to 

law. This bill passed the 

House in February and is 

still sitting on the desk of 

Senate Majority Leader 

Mitch McConnell to be 

taken up for a vote. It is 

unfortunate that at a time 

when our communities are 

being devastated by 

COVID-19, we are also 

saddled with pain of mod-

ern-day lynchings,” said 

Congresswoman Karen 

Bass (CA-23), Chair of 

the Congressional Black 

Caucus. 

“Were it not for the hor-

rific video that showed 

two White men deliberate-

ly hunting down an 

unarmed Black man while 

he was simply out on his 

daily jog, there might 

never have been justice for 

the cold-blooded murder 

of Ahmaud Arbery. Even 

now, justice is not guaran-

teed, as shown by our 

country’s poor track 

record of successfully 

prosecuting the murders 

of unarmed Black men 

and boys. Ahmaud was 

killed solely because of 

his skin color, just as so 

many before him have 

been. This is a fear felt 

acutely in the Black com-

munity and we must take 

action to address the deep-

seated racism and 

inequities in our society 

that have enabled these 

atrocities to happen. 

Ahmaud’s killers must be 

brought to justice to send a 

clear signal that vigilantes 

and White supremacists 

who decide to act on noth-

ing but their own preju-

dices are criminals who 

will be held accountable 

for their actions,” said 

Congresswoman Judy 

Chu (CA-27), Chair of the 

Congressional Asian 

Pacific American Caucus. 

“Justice can never be 

fully achieved because 

Ahmaud Arbery, a young 

black man with a beautiful 

future, should still be 

alive. The arrest of his 

accused killers is delayed 

and necessary news, but it 

is merely the first step for 

holding those responsible 

for his death accountable 

for their actions. From 

Ahmaud Arbery in 

Georgia to Sean Reed in 

Indiana to Michael Ramos 

in Texas, young people of 

color are not free from 

persecution and are afraid 

for their safety. We have 

all witnessed the injustice, 

and now we must marshal 

our collective moral and 

political will for systemic 

reform and real change," 

said Congressman Joaquin 

Castro (TX-20), Chair of 

the Congressional 

Hispanic Caucus. 

While the father and son 

duo Gregory McMichael 

and Travis McMichael 

have finally been arrested 

and charged for their 

crime, history has shown 

us that this is not enough. 

For justice to be served for 

Ahmaud Arbery and his 

family, all involved parties 

must be arrested, tried and 

convicted to the highest 

extent of the law for their 

role in his murder. No one 

is above the law. 
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The sweeping 

coronavirus pandemic has 

taken its toll on people 

from all walks of life. 

While many are at home 

practicing social 

distancing and wearing 

masks—which has been 

shown scientifically to 

slow the spread of the 

disease—there are some 

unable to comply: people 

behind bars. 

One artist is trying to 

help. Multi-Grammy 

award winner Malik 

Yusef, who has written 

and produced music with 

Beyonce, Jay-Z and 

Rihanna, has created a 

concert series to draw 

attention to the issue. 

“We must remember 

that these men and women 

are still human beings 

regardless of what they 

may have been charged 

with. We should help 

people no matter what 

their situation may be. 

This is not the time to 

argue about guilt or 

innocence; this is the time 

to make sure that these 

people have the 

necessities that they need 

to stay alive. This virus 

does not discriminate, and 

it can reach out and touch 

you no matter who you 

are,” Yusef told Zenger 

News. 

While some states have 

called for the immediate 

release of nonviolent 

offenders, many have not. 

According to the Prison 

Policy Initiative, jails in 

places as disparate as Los 

Angeles; Maricopa 

County, Arizona; 

Anderson County, 

Tennessee; and Hennepin 

County, Minnesota as well 

as Delaware and Hawaii 

have reduced their 

populations by at least 

30% during the pandemic, 

though, the nonprofit 

advocacy organization 

reports, prisons are 

releasing far fewer people. 

Multi-Grammy award 

winner Malik Yusef, who 

has written and produced 

music with Beyonce, Jay-

Z and Rihanna, has 

created a concert series. 

(Photo Courtesy: Armani 

Sharpe of A Smoking 

Mirror) 

Yusef teamed up with 

147Calboy from Meek 

Mills Dream Chasers, who 

recently released a single, 

and Vic Mensa of Roc 

Nation, who has in the 

past taken a stance on 

climate change and passed 

out shoes in his 

community, for the 

inaugural show last 

month, which Yusef said 

raised more than $10,000. 

The concert is available 

via an app called MATT, 

which allows users to 

download and purchase a 

virtual ticket for the show. 

The technology helps 

bring the experience to 

fans while assisting artists 

get paid. A portion of the 

proceeds will go to 

inmates as will personal 

care items and personal 

protective equipment. 

The show is also 

available as a recorded 

segment. 

And this won’t be the 

end: Yusef told Zenger 

there will be future shows. 

Performances such as 

these may be the new 

normal going forward as it 

appears that the virus will 

be with us for some time. 

Virtual platforms allow 

fans to see artists from the 

comfort of home, keeping 

people safe while 

allowing artists to 

continue their trade. 

There are some large 

differences performing on 

a virtual platform rather 

than in front of large 

crowds. “You can 

definitely feel your music 

and get pumped up but it’s 

kind of like being in a 

recording studio, it’s not 

the same as being around 

the fans and feeling their 

energy,” said Yusef. 

The Chicago area 

continues to be one of the 

hardest-hit urban centers 

in the United States. 

According to data 

compiled by Johns 

Hopkins University, Cook 

County, where Chicago is 

located, has seen more 

than 50,000 cases and 

more than 2,300 deaths 

from the virus. 

While politicians 

struggle to keep people 

safe and businesses closed 

and some people start to 

feel as though they are 

being incarcerated in their 

own homes, the goal of 

efforts such as this concert 

series is to ground fans in 

their humanity and remind 

viewers there is a light at 

the end of the tunnel. 

More shows in the series 

have not yet been 

announced, but Yusef says 

there have been 

discussions about 

furthering the project to 

benefit the community as 

a whole. 

 
Zenger News/Urban 

News Service. 

Malik Yusef raised more than $10,000 to help slow COVID-19 behind bars

147Calboy and Vic Mensa joined the effort’s initial concert.

The Congressional Tri-Caucus Statement 

on the Lynching of Ahmaud Arbery
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