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“Happy Father’s Day to all fathers!” 
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Wikipedia - The Juneteenth flag is a symbol for the Juneteenth holiday in the 
United States. The first version was created in 1997 by activist Ben Haith and that 
early version was displayed in 1997. The present version was first flown in the year 
2000. The colors and symbols on the flag are representative of freedom and the end 
of slavery. The date on the flag represents the date of the freedom proclamation in 
Texas. Unlike other flags which are meant to represent various things, the 
Juneteenth flag was created for a single holiday. In 2020 and 2021, many states 
began recognizing Juneteenth by flying the Juneteenth flag over their State Capitol 
buildings to commemorate the national holiday. 
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Opal Lee’s Juneteenth dream came  

true, but she isn’t done 
 

By JAMIE STENGLE Article Page 2 

 

Documents 

rediscovered: 

Sojourner 

Truth’s fight to 

save son 
 

By MICHAEL HILL 

This undated photo from the 
Library of Congress shows 
Sojourner Truth, a Black 
woman who had escaped 
slavery with her infant 
daughter. (Library of 
Congress via AP)

In 1828, years before she 

took the name Sojourner 

Truth, a Black woman who 

had escaped slavery with her 

infant daughter won a court 

fight in New York’s Hudson 

Valley to bring her son, 

Peter, home from Alabama. 

It was a historic case of a 

Black woman seeking the 

release of her son from slav-

ery prevailing in court 

against a white man. Isabella 

Van Wagenen, as she was 

known then, would gain 

enduring fame as an outspo-

ken abolitionist and 

women’s rights advocate. As 

for her deposition and the 

rest of the court documents, 

they were boxed up and 

eventually stored among a 

million other records, 

unseen and unrecognized for 

their significance. 

Until 194 years later. 

An eagle-eyed state 

archivist searching for 

something else spotted the 

court records in January. 

Now, they will briefly be on 

public display Wednesday at 

the Ulster County 

Courthouse in Kingston, 

New York, the same building 

she walked into almost two 

centuries ago seeking jus-

tice. The eight hand-written 

pages offer new details 

about a significant turning  
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Reliant and City of Dallas Open Beat the Heat 

For the 13th year, Reliant’s Beat the Heat program will help residents of South and West Dallas stay cool and manage  
their electricity use during the hot summer months ahead. - Continue Heat Page 6

NEWS YOU OUGHT TO KNOW!

Opal Lee answers a question during an interview at her home Thursday, July 1, 2021, in Fort Worth, Texas. Opal Lee's dream of seeing Juneteenth become a federal holi-

day was finally realized over the summer, but the energetic woman who spent years rallying people to join her push for the day commemorating the end of slavery is 

hardly letting up on a lifetime of work teaching and helping others.(AP Photo/LM Otero)
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One day you’ll reach further.
One day starts here.
Visit eastwestbank.com/homebuyer  
or call 888.726.8885.

Looking to purchase 
your first home? 
There are many firsts in a person’s life. And 
buying a home can mean lots of questions 
and uncertainty. When you’re ready to be a 
homeowner, count on us to provide you with 
the guidance and financing options for your 
unique needs.

• Down payments as low as 3%

• Flexible qualification guidelines

• Competitive rates

All rates, fees, products and program guidelines are subject to change or discontinue without prior notice. Other limitations and restrictions may apply. All loans are subject to East West Bank’s 
application, underwriting, appraisal, and credit approval. Program is available in selected counties of California, Georgia, Massachusetts, Nevada, New York, Texas and Washington.
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Fauci tests positive for 

virus, has mild COVID-19 

symptoms 
 
By CARLA K. JOHNSON 

Dr. Anthony Fauci, the 

face of America’s pandemic 

response through two White 

House administrations, has 

tested positive for the coron-

avirus. 

The 81-year-old Fauci, 

who is fully vaccinated and 

has received two booster 

shots, was experiencing 

mild COVID-19 symptoms, 

according to a statement 

Wednesday from the 

National Institutes of 

Health. 

Fauci has not recently 

been in close contact with 

President Joe Biden or other 

senior government officials. 

He tested positive on a rapid 

antigen test. He is following 

public health guidelines and 

his doctor’s advice, and will 

return to work at the NIH 

when he tests negative, 

according to the statement. 

Fauci is Biden’s chief 

medical adviser and director 

of the National Institute of 

Allergy and Infectious 

Diseases. He was a leading 

member of the White House 

coronavirus task force under 

former President Donald 

Trump. 

Earlier this week, U.S. 

Health Secretary Xavier 

Becerra tested positive for 

the virus. It was the second 

time Becerra had come 

down with symptoms and 

tested positive. 

FILE - Dr. Anthony Fauci, director of the National 
Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases, listens during 
a Senate Appropriations Subcommittee on Labor, Health 
and Human Services, and Education, and Related 
Agencies hearing on Capitol Hill in Washington, Tuesday, 
May 17, 2022. Fauci, who is fully vaccinated and has 
received two booster shots, tested positive for COVID-19, 
and was experiencing mild coronavirus symptoms, accord-
ing to a Wednesday, June 15, 2022, press release posted by 
the NIH. (Shawn Thew/Pool Photo via AP, File)

FORT WORTH, Texas 

(AP) — Opal Lee’s dream 

of seeing Juneteenth 

become a federal holiday 

was finally realized over the 

summer, but the energetic 

woman who spent years ral-

lying people to join her push 

for the day commemorating 

the end of slavery is hardly 

letting up on a lifetime of 

work teaching and helping 

others. 

Lee, who celebrated her 

95th birthday Thursday, has 

devoted decades to making 

a difference in her Texas 

hometown of Fort Worth. 

She then saw her legacy in 

recent years stretch far 

beyond the city as she 

worked to get national 

recognition for Juneteenth, 

and stood beside President 

Joe Biden as he signed into 

law the bill making June 19 

a federal holiday that com-

memorates when Union sol-

diers brought the news of 

freedom to enslaved Black 

people in Galveston, Texas, 

after the Civil War. 

“We don’t want people to 

think that Juneteenth is a 

stopping point, because it 

isn’t,” Lee, who worked for 

over two decades as a 

teacher and counselor in the 

Fort Worth school district, 

told The Associated Press. 

“It’s a beginning, and we’re 

going to address some of the 

disparities that we know 

exist.” 

Her recent work in Fort 

Worth has included estab-

lishing a large community 

garden that produced 7,700 

pounds of fruits and vegeta-

bles last year, delivering 

food to people who can’t 

leave their homes and work-

ing alongside others to 

transform a former Ku Klux 

Klan auditorium into a 

museum and center for the 

arts. 

As for Juneteenth, she’d 

like to see festivities span 

until the Fourth of July — 

and incorporate events to 

provide resources to help 

people with finances, health 

and other issues. 

Lee was born in 1926 in 

Marshall, nestled in the 

Piney Woods of East Texas 

near the border with 

Louisiana. Her family later 

moved to Fort Worth when 

her father took a job there 

working on the railroad, but 

her Juneteenth memories 

stretch back to her celebra-

tions in Marshall as a young 

girl. 

“They’d have music and 

food. They’d have games 

and food. They’d have all 

kinds of entertainment and 

food. It was just like another 

Christmas,” Lee said. 

Her memories of 

Juneteenth also include a 

harrowing attack on her 

family on that day in 1939, 

when a white mob of hun-

dreds descended on their 

Fort Worth home days after 

the Black family moved into 

a white neighborhood. She, 

her parents and two brothers 

all managed to escape, but 

her parents never talked 

about that day again. The 

mob smashed windows and 

furniture, according to 

newspaper reports from the 

time. 

“We would have been 

good neighbors, but they 

didn’t give us the chance to 

let them know how good we 

could have been,” Lee said. 

Lee’s childhood came in 

the shadow of widespread 

white-on-Black violence in 

the U.S. In 1921, a white 

mob went on a deadly ram-

page in Tulsa, Oklahoma, 

burning over 1,000 homes 

and destroying a thriving 

business district known as 

Black Wall Street. Two 

years prior, hundreds of 

Black people were beaten, 

hanged, shot and burned to 

death by white mobs around 

the U.S. in what’s known as 

the “Red Summer.” 

Lee is among numerous 

people who have pushed for 

a national Juneteenth holi-

day over the years. 

Her granddaughter, 

Dione Sims, said it was in 

2016 that Lee decided the 

effort to was taking too 

long. “She said, ‘It just 

needs some attention,’” 

Sims said. 

Reasoning that “some-

body would notice a little 

old lady in tennis shoes,” 

Lee planned to walk from 

Fort Worth to Washington, 

D.C. That morphed into Lee 

doing walks in cities before 

traveling to the nation’s cap-

ital. She went on to organize 

more walks, meet with 

politicians and gather signa-

tures. Her efforts drew 

recognition from celebrities, 

including Sean “Diddy” 

Combs, Lupita Nyong’o 

and Usher. 

“You have to have people 

who are dedicated to mak-

ing things happen, and she 

was certainly dedicated to 

that and pulling things for-

ward,” said Annette 

Gordon-Reed, a Harvard 

University professor and 

Pulitzer Prize-winning his-

torian whose book “On 

Juneteenth” was published 

this year. 

Educating young people 

remains a focus for Lee, 

who earned a master’s 

degree in education from 

what is now the University 

of North Texas in Denton. 

She wants to make sure that 

students’ textbooks tell the 

full history of racial injus-

tices in the U.S. so that “we 

can heal from it and not let 

it happen again.” 

Recently, what schools 

teach about race and racism 

has become a political light-

ning rod, with some 

Republican-led states, 

including Texas, banning or 

limiting the teaching of cer-

tain concepts. 

“I’m adamant about 

schools actually having the 

truth told,” said Lee, who 

has written a children’s 

book titled “Juneteenth” 

that helps teach the history 

of slavery. 

In one of her most recent 

projects, Lee is a founding 

member of a coalition called 

Transform 1012 N. Main 

Street, which is working to 

turn that Fort Worth build-

ing — a former KKK audi-

torium — into the Fred  
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From Acts 13:4 – 

14:28, Dr. Luke is tracing 

the first Missionary 

Journey of Paul and 

Barnabas.  The focus of 

our study takes us to the 

final major division of the 

book of Acts.  It is the 

Lord Jesus Christ at work 

by the Holy Spirit through 

the apostles to the utter-

most part of the earth.  The 

key verse to this grand 

book of Acts is: “But ye 

shall receive power, after 

that the Holy Ghost is 

come upon you: and ye 

shall be witnesses unto me 

both in Jerusalem, and in 

all Judaea, and in Samaria, 

and unto the uttermost 

part of the earth.”   During 

the Jerusalem period, we 

saw that the gospel went 

to the Jews, then to the 

Samaritans, and now the 

gospel moves out official-

ly to the ends of the earth.  

In this surge of the gospel 

beyond the boundaries of 

Israel, we find that Paul 

becomes the dominant 

leader and Peter disap-

pears from the scene.   

In chapter 13:1-3, 

Barnabas and Saul have 

been set aside as mission-

aries.  The church at 

Antioch was the mission-

ary church; very candidly, 

the Jerusalem church was 

not a missionary church.  

This church fasted and 

prayed earnestly for 

Barnabas and Saul 

because of their desire for 

the will of God.  They laid 

their hands on these two 

missionaries as they were 

sending them out as a sign 

of their endorsement of 

Barnabas and Saul’s mis-

sionary efforts!  The 

church was really saying 

that they were in partner-

ship with Barnabas and 

Saul in the enterprise of 

getting out the Word of 

God!  Being led by the 

Holy Spirit, Barnabas and 

Saul departed from 

Seleucia and came to 

Salamis, where the Word 

of God was preached in 

the synagogues of the 

Jews, and accompanying 

Barnabas and Saul was 

John Mark, the cousin of 

Barnabas (vv. 4-5).   

Beginning in verse 6, 

they crossed the island of 

Cyrus and came to another 

island at Paphos, where 

they will encounter oppo-

sition from a Jewish sor-

cerer name Bar-Jesus.  

This sorcerer had tremen-

dous influence on the 

Roman deputy, the gover-

nor of the island, whose 

name was Sergius Paulus.  

Sergius Paulus desired to 

hear the word but Elymus, 

the sorcerer, tried to turn 

Sergius Paulus from the 

faith (vv. 6-8).  Beginning 

in verse 9, Saul’s name 

changes to Paul.  The 

name Paul means “small 

or little.”   

In verses 10-11, Paul 

denounced Elymus as a 

child of the devil, and in 

judgment, Paul inflicted 

temporary blindness on 

Elymus.  In contrast to 

Elymus’ physical blind-

ness, for he was already 

in spiritual blindness, 

Sergius Paulus became a 

believer and was “aston-

ished at the doctrine” (v. 

12).  This section of Acts 

13 closes with John 

Mark, the cousin of 

Barnabas and writer of 

the Gospel of Mark, 

returning to Jerusalem (v. 

13).  When Paul and 

Barnabas begin their sec-

ond missionary journey, 

the issue of taking John 

Mark along will create a 

strong disagreement 

between Paul and 

Barnabas. 
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Become a Published Author 
with Dorrance. We want to 
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Trusted by authors for nearly 100 
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“It isn’t necessarily 

always about some big tract 

of land with the most majes-

tic creek or river on it and 

hills and whatnot — some-

times it’s about preserving 

these cultural, you know, 

legacies or relics that still 

exist and Alexander Farm is 

far more than even a relic,” 

Davis said. “It’s an intact 

working farm.” 

The family now believes 

that the National Historic 

Preservation Act of 1966 

could have helped prevent 

TxDOT’s use of eminent 

domain decades ago. 

Alexander-Kasparik said 

her grandfather was never 

informed of this and, thus, 

wasn’t able to argue that 

TxDOT should find an 

alternative route for the 

highway. 

“It should have protected 

us but it didn’t,” Alexander-

Kasparik said of the 1966 

law. 

They’re now using the 

act to try and preserve the 

land now. It requires trans-

portation departments to 

conduct an investigation 

and determine if land 

impacted by projects receiv-

ing federal funds have his-

torical significance. But it 

doesn’t prevent the use of 

eminent domain if the gov-

ernment agency determines 

no other routes are feasible. 

The farm is historically 

certified by the Texas 

Department of Agriculture 

under its Family Land 

Heritage program, which 

recognizes farms that have 

been in operation for 100 

years or more. The 

Alexanders were also rec-

ognized as a founding Black 

Austin family since 1977 by 

the Carver Museum. The 

designation can be seen in a 

permanent exhibit at the 

museum. 

Alexander-Kasparik said 

TxDOT promised there 

would be another open 

meeting about the project in 

March 2021 — and that the 

agency would conduct an 

environmental evaluation of 

the farm, as required by the 

National Historic 

Preservation Act of 1966. 

The meeting never 

occurred. Neither did an 

environmental evaluation of  
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Continued Land June 9 Edition  
Decades after Texas took part of its historic farm, a family fights  

again to save its land from a highway expansion

Police ID gunman fatally shot at Texas  

children’s day camp
D U N C A N V I L L E , 

Texas (AP) — Police have 

released the name of the 

man with a handgun they 

fatally shot at a Dallas-area 

gymnasium where about 

150 children were attend-

ing a day camp. 

Brandon Keith Ned, 42, 

of Dallas, was the man 

they killed in a Monday 

morning gunfight at the 

Duncanville Fieldhouse, 

Duncanville police said in 

a statement released 

Tuesday. The police said 

no other information 

would be released at this 

time, citing the ongoing 

investigation by the Texas 

Rangers. 

No children, staff or 

police were injured in the 

incident. 

On Monday, police said 

the man brandishing a 

handgun entered the lobby, 

where he fired a shot, then 

tried to enter a classroom 

containing children. 

Finding the door locked, he 

fired a shot at the door and 

went to the gym, where 

other children were pres-

ent. That was when offi-

cers arrived, two minutes 

after receiving the report, 

and shot the man in an 

exchange of gunfire, police 

said. 

Duncanville City Manager Aretha R. Ferrell-Benavides 
conducts a press conference about an incident where 
Duncanville Police Officers shot and killed an armed man 
outside of a children's summer camp, on June 13, 2022 in 
Duncanville, Texas. (Ben Torres/The Dallas Morning News 
via AP)
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point in her eventful life. 

“This was extremely 

brave of Isabella,” said Nell 

Irvin Painter, author of 

“Sojourner Truth: A Life, A 

Symbol.” “Just the fact that 

she was a woman going up 

against powerful men, that’s 

extraordinary right there. 

And then you add in race, 

and then you add in class. 

So it’s an amazing story.” 

Painter will be among the 

people in Kingston on 

Wednesday, eager to 

glimpse the historic docu-

ments found by happen-

stance. 

For the past 40 years, the 

papers have been safely, if 

anonymously, stored at the 

climate-controlled New 

York State Archives in 

Albany. They were uncov-

ered there by Jim Folts, 

head of researcher services 

at the archives, who had 

been looking for habeas cor-

pus examples from that era 

for a history book on New 

York’s courts. 

Combing through boxes 

of documents, he found one 

from 1828. It had a 

woman’s name on it, which 

was unusual for the time. 

Interest piqued, he read the 

yellowed paper and saw the 

woman, Isabella Van 

Wagenen, was trying to 

recover her son from slav-

ery. 

“That rang the bell,” 

Folts said recently in an 

interview at the archives, 

“because Isabella Van 

Wagenen was then the name 

of the person who became 

known as Sojourner Truth.” 

Researchers compare the 

surprising find to coming 

across missing puzzle 

pieces. Though Truth later 

recalled that the event hap-

pened in open court in the 

autumn of 1828, court 

papers indicate it happened 

that spring, and not in open 

court, Folts said. In her brief 

deposition, she said Peter 

was 9 years old. 

“We always wondered, 

‘Where were these 

records?’” said Paul 

O’Neill, Ulster County’s 

commissioner of jurors. 

The documents are writ-

ten in the same sort of 

lawyer-speak still used in 

courts today, including Van 

Wagenen’s testimony. She 

could neither read nor write, 

but left a simple “X” on the 

page by her name. 

“This is her DNA left 

behind on this document. 

The rest is legalese and all 

of that,” said State Archivist 

Thomas Ruller, pointing at 

the mark on the page. “This 

is Sojourner Truth, this is 

where she shows up in this 

story.” 

Born into slavery in or 

around 1797 in the Hudson 

Valley, she walked away 

from the home of her final 

owner in 1826 with her 

infant daughter after he 

reneged on a promise to free 

her. She went to work for 

the Van Wagenen family,  
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Serena Williams gets wild-card  

entry for Wimbledon singles 

 

 

By HOWARD FENDRICH 

FILE - Serena Williams of the U.S holds her trophy after winning the women's singles final 
against Angelique Kerber of Germany on day thirteen of the Wimbledon Tennis 
Championships in London, Saturday, July 9, 2016. Serena Williams is going to play at 
Wimbledon this year, after all. The All England Club announced via Twitter on Tuesday, June 
14, 2022, that Williams was awarded a wild-card entry for singles. 
(AP Photo/Ben Curtis, File)

Serena Williams is going 

to play at Wimbledon, after 

all. The All England Club 

announced on Tuesday that 

Williams was awarded a 

wild-card entry for singles, 

marking her return to Grand 

Slam action after a year 

away. 

The owner of a profes-

sional era-record 23 Grand 

Slam singles trophies, and 

as big a star as tennis ever 

has seen, is going to tune up 

by playing doubles at a 

smaller grass-court event 

first, teaming with Ons 

Jabeur at Eastbourne, 

England, next week. 

Main-draw play at 

Wimbledon begins on June 

27. 

Williams has not compet-

ed anywhere since getting 

injured during the first set 

of her first-round match at 

the All England Club in 

2021. And her name did not 

appear on the women’s sin-

gles entry list released by 

the grass-court Grand Slam 

tournament earlier this 

month. 

But Williams was among 

a half-dozen women given a 

spot in the singles draw on 

Tuesday, along with five 

British players: Katie 

Boulter, Jodie Burrage, 

Sonay Kartal, Yuriko 

Miyazaki and Katie Swan. 

Two other women will 

get invitations “in due 

course,” the All England 

Club said. 

Seven of the eight men’s 

wild-card berths were also 

announced, including one 

for three-time major cham-

pion Stan Wawrinka. 

Earlier in the day, 

Williams posted a photo of 

her white shoes on what 

appears to be a grass court 

and the message: “SW and 

SW19. It’s a date. 2022. See 

you there. Let’s Go.” 

“SW” are her initials, of 

course, and “SW19” is the 

postal code for Wimbledon. 

The 40-year-old 

American has won seven of 

her singles trophies at 

Wimbledon, the first in 

2002 and most recently in 

2016. Williams was the run-

ner-up there in 2018 and 

2019 (the tournament was 

canceled in 2020 because of 

the coronavirus pandemic). 

In 2021, Williams lost 

her footing on the slick 

grass and then her right leg 

buckled, leading to just the 

second mid-match retire-

ment at any Grand Slam 

tournament of her career 

and first since 1998. 

With the lack of activity 

since then, Williams — who 

first reached No. 1 in July 

2002 — is 1,208th in the 

WTA rankings this week. 

That is why she was not 

automatically placed in the 

Wimbledon field. 

While Williams has been 

sidelined, first Ash Barty 

and then Iga Swiatek 

stepped into the opening left 

by her extended absence. 

Barty won Wimbledon last 

year and the Australian 

Open this January to solidi-

fy her hold on the No. 1 

ranking, but then abruptly 

retired at age 25 in March. 

That allowed Swiatek to 

rise to No. 1, and she has 

backed up that new status 

with an ongoing 35-match 

winning streak that includ-

ed claiming a second 

French Open trophy this 

month. 

That unbeaten stretch 

exceeds by one a 34-match 

run Williams put together in 

2013 and equals one by 

Williams’ older sister, 

Venus, for the longest since 

2000. 

Adding Williams to the 

bracket at the All England 

Club adds quite a story line 

for this year’s tournament, 

which as things stood was 

going to be filled with them, 

including the ban on players 

from Russia and Belarus 

because of the invasion of 

Ukraine, the subsequent 

removal of rankings points 

by the WTA and ATP tours, 

the 100th anniversary of the 

opening of Centre Court 

and the addition of sched-

uled play on the fortnight’s 

middle Sunday for the first 

time. 

 

WNBA star 

Griner’s Russia 

detention extended 

for third time

FILE - Phoenix Mercury center Brittney Griner during the 
first half of Game 2 of basketball's WNBA Finals against the 
Chicago Sky, Oct. 13, 2021, in Phoenix. Brittney Griner is 
easily the most prominent American locked up by a foreign 
country. But the WNBA star’s case is tangled up with that of 
another prisoner few Americans have ever heard of. Paul 
Whelan has been held in Russia since his December 2018 
arrest on espionage charges he and the U.S. government say 
are false. (AP Photo/Rick Scuteri, File)

MOSCOW (AP) — 

WNBA star Brittney Griner 

will remain in Russian cus-

tody through at least July 2, 

Russian state-run news 

agency Tass reported 

Tuesday. 

The 31-year-old 

American basketball player 

has been held in Russia 

since February when she 

was detained at a Moscow 

airport after authorities there 

claimed she was carrying 

vape cartridges containing 

cannabis oil. The U.S. 

Department of State last 

month reclassified her as 

wrongfully detained. 

The Khimki district court 

of the Moscow region 

extended Griner’s detention 

for a third time, according to 

the Tass report, which also 

cited a top Russian diplomat 

as saying that Moscow will 

not consider including 

Griner in a detainee swap 

“until a court investigation 

into her case is completed.” 

Deputy Foreign Minister 

Sergei Ryabkov, according 

to Tass, was responding to 

US media reports that the 

Biden administration had 

offered to exchange con-

victed arms trader Viktor 

Bout for Griner. Ryabkov 

gave no timeline for the 

proceedings in the player’s 

case. 

Griner’s supporters con-

tinue to advocate for her 

release, with some raising 

concerns that Moscow 

might use her as a bargain-

ing chip amid tensions over 

the war in Ukraine. 

Griner, a two-time 

Olympic gold medalist who 

plays in Russia during the 

WNBA offseason, was 

accused of “smuggling sig-

nificant amounts of a nar-

cotic substance,” an offense 

punishable by up to 10 

years in prison in Russia. 

The Houston native plays 

for the Phoenix Mercury. 

State Department 

spokesman Ned Price told 

reporters Tuesday that it 

was his understanding that 

department officials learned 

of the extension in her 

detention only through Tass, 

which he said was problem-

atic. 

“This case is problematic 

from top to bottom,” he 

said. “It is precisely why we 

have characterized Brittney 

Griner as an unlawful 

detainee. It’s precisely why 

we are doing everything we 

can to seek and to affect her 

prompt release from 

Russian detention.” 
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the land. 

Diann Hodges, a TxDOT 

spokesperson, told The 

Texas Tribune earlier this 

year that the project was put 

on hold in December 2020 

but TxDOT will “always try 

to avoid impacts to eligible 

or designated historic prop-

erties if at all possible.” 

Earlier this month, 

Hodges told the Tribune 

that planning activities on 

the expansion project will 

resume. 

“Public outreach and 

detailed studies should 

begin later this year and the 

Alexander family will be 

notified on any public 

meetings,” Hodges said. 

But Alexander-Kasparik 

said the agency ghosted her 

for more than a year. 

TxDOT reached out to 

Alexander-Kasparik earlier 

this month, several weeks 

after the Tribune began ask-

ing the agency about the 

widening project. But for 

the Alexander descendants, 

the lack of communication 

for so long further stoked 

their fear and mistrust. 

“They’ve already psy-

chologically traumatized 

us,” Alexander-Kasparik 

said. 

Family members and 

TxDOT staffers met to dis-

cuss the project last week. 

In an email the day after the 

meeting, Hodges said the 

project was still in the early 

planning process and con-

firmed that no drastic major 

decisions have been made 

about what land will be 

needed. 

Honoring ancestors  

To be sure, Alexander-

Kasparik sees hope on 

some fronts. The Federal 

Highway Administration 

last year told TxDOT to halt 

a highway improvement 

project in Houston as the 

federal agency investigates 

civil rights complaints 

about its impacts. 

After spending months 

lobbying Travis County 

officials to change Colton 

Road’s name, Alexander-

Kasparik said Travis 

County commissioners will 

vote on the matter in June. 

Alexander-Kasparik said 

she’s been told there’s 

enough support to rename 

the road Daniel Alexander 

Way. She said the name is 

fitting because it represents 

the legacy, survival and 

resilience of Daniel 

Alexander and her family. 

“It’s persevering, it’s 

persistence, it’s all those 

things that are the reason 

black people are still in the 

United States in any num-

ber and, culturally, in such a 

major way,” she said. 

Still, Alexander-

Kasparik can’t escape the 

forever feeling of being on 

edge and knowing at any 

instant TxDOT can decide 

to erase part of her family’s 

legacy. Alexander-Kasparik 

said her only choice is to 

fight, the same way her 

grandfather did and the 

same way Daniel Alexander 

did to secure a land of lega-

cy for their family. 

“Black people, people of 

color, the folks whose land 

was taken for the freeway 

system in the ’50s and the 

’60s [and] the interstate 

system cannot continually 

be exposed to this kind of 

trauma, hurt, pain and tak-

ing,” Alexander-Kasparik 

said. “You can’t just keep 

beating on the same peo-

ple.” 

This article originally 
appeared in The Texas 
Tribune at https://www.tex-
astribune.org/2022/05/31/t
exas-black-owned-farm-
historic/.
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 “Professor Annette 

Gordon-Reed”    
My Day  

By Dr. J. Ester Davis 

Esterdavis2000@gmail.com 

Dr. J. Ester Davis, Professor Annette Gordon Reed,  
Mrs. Dorothy Reece, Legendary Librarian

Going home to the place 

of my birth is always a joy.  

I am familiar with all the lit-

tle towns, communities, 

paved and unpaved streets, 

trails, hunting fields, fishing 

holes going east and west 

down I-45 to Conroe, 

Texas.  The greatest things 

come out of small surround-

ings.  Despite consistent 

change, the memories 

vividly linger. 

Annette Gordon Reed is 

a product of a small town.  

Booker T. Washington 

School, the lone black 

school, first grade through 

high school graduation was 

only provided the best 

teachers in the region.  To 

this day it is amazing to 

reflect upon the number of 

success stories that left to 

make changes and con-

tribute to society.  Charles 

James, now of Miami, from 

Booker T. Washington,  

wrote a book of the number 

of high ranking commis-

sioned military officers this 

all black school produced.     

Professor Annette 

Gordon Reed’s Mother was 

one of my teachers at the all 

black school and the family 

lived next door to Dorothy 

and Froncell Reed, a librar-

ian and coach/agriculture 

teacher. Annette’s Dad was 

a funeral home director in 

another section of our black 

community. 

Professor Reed, a 

University Professor at 

Harvard has written six-

teen(16)book prizes, includ-

ing the Pulitzer Prize in 

History in 2009.  Among 

her writings, I have a 

favorite.  She authored 

“Thomas Jefferson and 

Sally Hemings: An 

American Controversy”.  

Then, there is a must read 

“Vernon Can Read! A 

Memoir, which is a collabo-

ration with Vernon Jordan, 

former Director of the 

National Urban League, a 

law partner and personal 

friend to President Bill 

Clinton.  Her resume is 

lengthy and full of distin-

guished brands, i.e., a 

Visiting Professor at Oxford 

University, Pforzheimer 

Professor at Radcliffe 

Institute, The Frederick 

Douglass Book Prize, a fel-

low at the American 

Academy of Arts and 

Sciences.  She was a mem-

ber of the Board of Trustees 

at Dartmouth College from 

2010 to 2018.  Annette is a 

regular guest at The White 

House, PBS Books, C-

Span, in addition to numer-

ous articles and reviews.  

Dr. Reed, married, mother 

of two, is not in Conroe 

often, but when she is….it 

is awesome.  At the Owen 

Theater last week, Professor 

Reed reflected upon her 

writings about Texas, black 

men loggers and longshore-

men.   

She expressed her emo-

tions as a seventh grader on 

the integration of Conroe, 

moving black students to 

the all-white Conroe High 

School. In the near crowded 

theatre of predominantly 

white fans, you could cut 

the tension with a ‘dull’ fork 

anticipating her analysis of 

her book “On Juneteenth”.  

In this book, there is a rivet-

ing accounting about 

Conroe burning a black man 

at-the-stakes on the Court 

House grounds.  The story 

was told to her by her 

grandfather.  Our grandfa-

ther told us the same story. 

This acclaimed professor 
has special interest in 
American Slavery and Law, 
the American Legal History 
and many, many other 
adventures in thoughts.  So, 
you can look for her famous 
signature to again grace a 
bookshelf near you really 
soon.   
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and took their surname. 

Meanwhile, her son Peter 

was sold into slavery in 

Alabama. The sale occurred 

during the gradual phase out 

of slavery in New York, 

where Peter would have 

been an indentured servant 

until he was older. But the 

sale of Peter to another state 

was illegal. 

Faced with the prospect 

of never seeing him again, 

she went to court in 

Kingston to get him back. 

Painter said she relied on 

two lawyers allied with her 

and her faith in the Holy 

Spirit. 

A grand jury proceeding 

was apparently enough to 

prompt the man who sold 

Peter to have him sent back 

to New York. But it was her 

application for a writ of 

habeas corpus that led to 

them being reunited. A 

Supreme Court 

Commissioner, acting with 

powers of a judge, ordered 

Peter freed March 15, 1828. 

It was believed to be the 

first time a Black woman 

successfully sued white men 

to get her son released from 

slavery, though it’s possible 

there were other cases 

researchers are unaware of. 

It was a bittersweet 

reunion. Peter’s body 

showed evidence of beatings 

and it took the traumatized 

child time to accept his 

mother. Peter did not have 

an easy life, Painter said. 

“He ended up, as many 

troubled young men did at 

that time, on a Nantucket 

whaling vessel, and he was 

finally lost at sea,” Painter 

said. 

Van Wagenen took the 

name Sojourner Truth in 

1843 and lived another 40 

Isabella Van Wagenen, who would later take the name 
Sojourner Truth, has her named signed with an "X" on her 
court deposition on a document shown at the New York State 
Archives. in Albany N.Y. (AP Photo/Michael Hill)

years. 

The court papers from 

that day were shipped north 

to Albany. They were trans-

ferred to the newly founded 

Court of Appeals in 1847 

upon a reorganization of the 

state court system, and 

stayed at New York’s top 

court for more than a centu-

ry. The records came to the 

state archives in 1982, 

stored in anonymity until 

Folts’ serendipitous discov-

ery this winter. 

“There are thousands of 

these boxes, millions of 

these documents,” Ruller 

said. “And many of them 

will contain the stories of 

other individuals who may 

not be as well known or well 

heard of. But their stories 

are just as important.” 
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As prices continue to 

rise in every area of the 

economy, programs like 

these will be more critical 

than ever to provide 

Dallas-area seniors and 

vulnerable residents the 

support they need.  

With Reliant’s support, 

the West Dallas 

Multipurpose Center and 

the Martin Luther King Jr. 

Community Center will 

assist families throughout 

the summer with cooling 

centers and portable AC 

units. Residents can call 

West Dallas Multipurpose 

Center at 214-670-6341 

or MLK Jr. Community 

Center at 214-670-8418 to 

apply for a portable AC 

unit.   

Across Texas, Reliant 

has provided more than 

$12 million to help 

Texans who need assis-

tance with electricity 

costs through the CARE 

(Community Assistance 

by Reliant Energy) pro-

gram since 2002. Anyone 

who needs help paying 

their electricity bill this 

summer can call 2-1-1 

within Texas or visit 

211texas.org. Reliant cus-

tomers can also contact us 

24/7 through a number of 

convenient ways, includ-

ing at 1-866-222-7100, 

via online chat, or on the 

Reliant app. 
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Jacqueline R. Hall, and Keith A. Marshall  
joined together in Holy Matrimony in  

Austin Texas!

On March 26th, more than 125 rela-

tives and friends representing 12 states 

and 2 countries came together at the 

fabulous 800 Congress Event Venue in 

Austin, TX to witness the wedding of 

Jacqueline R. Hall to Keith A. 

Marshall. Jacqueline Hall is the oldest 

daughter of Mr. & Mrs. John Hall and 

is a Corporate Attorney at Celanese 

Corporation. Keith Marshall is the 

only son of Mary Gray Marshall and 

the late Lawrence Marshall. He is an 

Engineering Manager at Abbott 

Laboratories. The bride’s beautiful 

white floral gown complimented the 

groom’s sharp green dinner jacket.  

Keith’s Dunbar High School for 

Engineering Professions (Fort Worth) 

classmate and College (Prairie View 

A&M University) roommate, Rev. 

Louis Carr, Jr., officiated the Christ 

centered wedding accompanied by 

special toasts to the couple by the 

bride’s father, Mr. John Hall, and the 

groom’s uncle and godfather, Dr. 

James Gray. The maid of honor and 

the bridesmaids were Jackie 

Maldonado, Ashely Hall, Adrienne 

Hall, and Bailey Barrett, and the best 

man and groomsmen were Kofi 

Burney, Patrick Hervey, and Marcus 

Hervey. The bride’s mother, Mrs. 

Mary Edison Hall, wore a beautiful 

champagne suit and the groom’s 

mother wore a startling floral dress.  

The evening started off with a meet 

and greet reception attended by rela-

tives and friends young and old from 

states as far as CA, FL, IL, MD, MO, 

NC, NY, and VA. The matriarch of the 

event was the groom’s 93-year-old 

aunt, Mrs. Mary (Irene) Gray, who 

traveled from El Paso, TX to be a part 

of this sacred and festive event. The 

evening closed with a lively reception 

where everyone celebrated and con-

gratulated the lovely couple, Mr. and 

Mrs. Keith A. Marshall, while dancing 

the night away. The festivities show-

cased more than 20 black-owned busi-

nesses 

Bride and Groom

Group Wedding Photo

 

2022 Duke Ellington's Sacred Concerts 

"Sacred music in all its forms offers a universal point of meeting.  
But what makes music sacred is not a rigid category nor a fixed pattern of taste." - Duke Ellington 

Duke Ellington's Sacred 

Concerts consists of three 

different sacred concerts 

performed in 1965, 1968, 

and 1973. Ellington 

referred to his Sacred 

Concerts as some of his 

most important works; 

each Concert offering dif-

ferent selections that pro-

vide the listener with a 

glimpse into the compos-

er's journey of faith. 

Ellington's work has been 

widely lauded as a pivotal 

piece that merged jazz, 

swing, gospel, and classi-

cal music with the spirit of 

the church. Ellington's 

Sacred Concerts require a 

large body of talented per-

formers including a choir, 

soloists, orchestral ensem-

ble, and dancers. 

Ellington's Sacred 

Concerts is a piece inten-

tionally programmed for 

this moment in time. This 

piece's transformative mes-

sages filled with thoughts 

of love, hope, and freedom 

resonate more now that we 

live (and perform) in a very 

divisive world. Ellington's 

Sacred Concerts incorpo-

rates various musical ele-

ments, and the South 

Dallas Concert Choir has 

enlisted a cadre of talented 

musicians from the Dallas 

Metroplex capable of per-

forming this work's many 

different musical elements. 

Ellington created music 

that either emphasizes a 

sung sermon or leaves the 

audience listening to the 

harmonic structure of 

Ellington's musical bril-

liance. 

The South Dallas 

Concert Choir will sing 

selections from all three 

Sacred Concerts. As this is 

a sacred piece, it is appro-

priate that it be performed 

in a church. the South 

Dallas Concert Choir has 

chosen to perform this 

piece at East Dallas 

Christian Church in south-

eastern Dallas. This con-

gregation has a rich music 

tradition and currently 

hosts a concert series with 

which this rarely per-

formed work would blend 

perfectly. This concert will 

be a befitting end to Black 

Music Month 2022. 

“HAPPY JUNETEENTH!” AND “HAPPY FATHER’S DAY!”
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Rouse Center and Museum 

for Arts and Community 

Healing, carrying the name 

of a Black man lynched in 

1921. 

“Let’s make it where 

people can come and see 

this reconciliation and all 

kinds of things that need to 

be done,” Lee said. 

Adam W. McKinney and 

Daniel Banks, co-founders 

of the arts and service 

organization DNA-

WORKS, brought together 

local activists for the proj-

ect. McKinney said Lee has 

a way of leading that invites 

others to join. 

Brenda Sanders-Wise, 

executive director of the 

Tarrant County Black 

Historical and Genealogical 

Society, a group that Lee 

was a charter member of, 

said Lee has a penchant for 

describing herself as “just a 

little old lady in tennis 

shoes getting in every-

body’s business.” Sanders-

Wise can think of a few 

other ways to describe her. 

“She’s an advocate, an 

activist, a leader, a strate-

gist and a shrewd tactician.
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