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“HAPPY VALENTINE’S DAY!”

What African Americans Want Most from 

Congress in 2023

 
By Stacy M. Brown 

NNPA Newswire Senior 

National Correspondent 

@StacyBrownMedia 

 

As 2022 closed, Black 

Americans saw gains with 

historic candidates and time-

ly legislation. 

President Joe Biden signed 

the Emmett Till Antilynching 

Act and later, the Respect for 

Marriage Act, which protect-

ed interracial marriages. 

A slim majority in 

Congress prevented other 

significant bills from reach-

ing the president’s desk. 

As Black History Month 

begins, there remains key 

issues that African 

Americans want to see hap-

pen. 
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As Black History Month begins, there remains key issues that African Americans want to see happen. 
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Republicans 

Oust Rep. 

Ilhan Omar 

from Foreign 

Affairs 

Committee

The resolution to remove 
the Minnesota Democrat 

from the panel was 
approved 218-211 along 

party lines with one 
Republican member voting 

“present.” 

 

By Stacy M. Brown 

NNPA Newswire Senior 

National Correspondent 

@StacyBrownMedia 

 

In what many political 

watchers called hypocritical, 

vengeful, and a show of 

strength by the new 

Republican majority, the 

House voted to remove Rep. 

Ilhan Omar from the House 

Foreign Affairs Committee, 

citing her past comments 

about Israel. 

The resolution to remove 

the Minnesota Democrat 

from the panel was 

approved 218-211 along 

party lines with one 

Republican member voting 

“present.” 

The GOP cited Omar’s 

tweets and comments from 

2019 and 2021 in which she 

criticized pro-Israel politi-

cians as being “all about the 

Benjamins” and her compar-

ison of the U.S. and Israel to 

Hamas and the Taliban. 

Both Democrats and 

Republicans, expressed out-

rage over the remarks. 

The resolution stated that 
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Like Michael 

Jackson Before her, 

Beyoncé Proves 

More than Just a 

Music Superstar 
 

By Stacy M Brown, NNPA Newswire

Probably no two groups 

of people in the history of 

popular music have ever had 

more devoted followers than 

Michael Jackson and 

Beyoncé. 

Fans of the Beatles and 

Elvis Presley have been 

known to be a bit fanatical 

and even a little bit crazy. 

Like the late King of Pop, 

though, Beyoncé’s fanbase 

(the Beyhive) is unrivalled. 

The two are so revered   
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Texas man jailed  

in Dallas monkey 

case says he’d  

do it again 

By JAMIE STENGLE/Photo Credit/ (Dallas County Jail via AP) 

DALLAS (AP) — A 24-

year-old man now linked to 

an unusual string of crimes 

that kept the Dallas Zoo on 

the lookout for missing ani-

mals told police that after he 

swiped two monkeys from 

their enclosure, he took 

them onto the city’s light rail 

system to make his getaway,  
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The Black Press believes that America can best lead the world away 
from racial and national antagonisms when it accords to every person, 
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The Attack On Black 
History And What We 

Must Do 

By: Dr. John E. Warren, Publisher San Diego Voice & Viewpoint Newspaper 

Dr. John E. Warren

As we begin to celebrate 
Black History Month, a bar-
rage of attacks appears to 
continue, from police offi-
cers beating and killing a 
Black man in Memphis to 
two police murders of two 
Black men in separate inci-
dents in Los Angeles. We 
have the war on Critical 
Race Theories, which most 
White people in opposition 
neither understand nor can 
explain. At the same time, 
efforts are underway to 
remove from school libraries 
books on slavery, race, and 
the attacks on Black lives 
and communities.  

While we must acknowl-
edge these attacks and their 
efforts to remove our gains 

in equality and Civil Rights, 
let us not get preoccupied 
with these issues even as we 
fight against them. 

We must regroup, rethink 
and shore up our weaknesses 
in this ongoing battle for 
what is now a battle for 
human rights, fairness, and 
equality as citizens of this 
nation; entitled to every right 
of every other citizen and 
immigrant. 

First, let us revisit and 
remember who Dr. Carter G. 
Woodson was and what he 
did. He was born to former 
slaves. He started High 
School at age 20. He was the 
second African American to 
earn a doctorate from 
Harvard University. He 
wrote more than 12 books 
about the Negro. Some of 
his better-known works are: 
The Mis-Education of the 
Negro (1933), The History 
of the Negro Church, 1921, 
A Century of Negro 
Migration (1918), Negro 
Orators and Their Orations 
(1925), and African Heroes 
and Heroines (1939).  

Dr. Woodson also created 
what was then called “Negro 
History Week” which has 
since become Black History 

Month. He created the 
Association for the Study of 
Negro Life and History 
which continues today as the 
Association for the Study of 
African American Life and 
History (ASALH). He pub-
lished the first Journal of 
Negro History in 1916 and 
in 1921 organized the media 
company, Associated 
Publishers, to make books 
available about the Negro. 

The point of all this is that 
we as a people, because of 
Dr. Woodson, are more edu-
cated in numbers than was 
ever permitted in his day. We 
have libraries, Google, the 
internet, and untold opportu-
nities to learn. We have wit-
nessed the first Black 
President of these United 
States, elected twice to that 
Office; and now have the 
first Black woman to serve 
as Vice President of these 
United States, with African 
Americans serving in the 
U.S. Congress and having 
served more than once in the 
positions of Secretary of 
State of the United States. 
There is no office we can’t 
aspire to and nothing we 
can’t build on that people 
like Carter G. Woodson left 

for us. What do we do? 
We must remember who 

we are, who died for us to 
have the quality of life we 
enjoy, and, most of all, we 
must remember that we do 
not need government per-
mission or assistance to 
teach our history to our own 
and others, or to teach that 
the right to vote and the cor-
rect use of that right is how 
we overcome the 
Conservative Right and not 
accept their agenda as a 
weapon of defeat. We must 
remember that in many 
instances since the George 
Floyd murder, there are 
often more young Whites 
marching with us than 
Blacks sometimes.  

We must do like the peo-
ple of the State of Georgia 
and use education and our 
votes to overcome the road-
blocks. We have our com-
munities, our churches, and 
an army of educators, some 
retired; as well as Black 
elected Officials.  

Let’s rally our resources 
as those before us, like Dr. 
Carter G. Woodson. Look at 
what he did. Think about 
what we can do.  

Where will you stand?
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that even A-list celebrities 
pay their respects to them. 
Pop’s undisputed king and 
queen have devotees who 
have shown or expressed a 
willingness to mortgage 
their homes, max up their 
credit cards, and even sell 
body parts just to see them 
perform live. 

Tickets for her next 
Renaissance Tour reported-
ly cost more than $500 on 
average, with the more 
deep-pocketed of her fan-
dom willing to spend a 
whopping $2,100 for a 
standing room only spot in a 
section called the B-HIVE. 

Trevor Noah, who hosted 
this year’s Grammys, was 
so overcome by her pres-
ence, he handed Beyoncé 
her award while she was 
still in her seat and declared 
that the Queen was in the 
building. 

“We’ve got Beyoncé in 
the room people,” Noah 
giddily announced. 

“Do you understand how 
amazing this is people? 
Beyoncé is nominated for 
her album, ‘Renaissance,’ 
which is by the way, was 
better than anything from 
the actual Renaissance, in 
my opinion.” 

He added, “The 
Renaissance was just pic-
tures of grapes and stuff. 
Beyoncé took it up another 
level. I was so inspired by 
the lyrics of ‘Break My 
Soul’ that I actually quit my 
job. That’s how powerful 
that was.” 

When Noah had previ-

ously erred in stating that 
the “Lemonade” singer had 
arrived, Lizzo, one of 
music’s biggest superstars, 
nearly lost it, stargazing 
through the audience in 
search of the goddess. 

Later, when Lizzo won 
Record of the Year, instead 
of basking in her victory, 
she heaped praise on 
Beyoncé. 

“Thank you so much,” 
she told the Queen. “You 
clearly are the artist of our 
lives.” 

That echoed the 2017 
Grammy ceremonies when 
Adele won Album of the 
Year over Beyoncé. 

As Carrie Battan of the 
New Yorker pointed out, 
there was such a sense of 
cosmic injustice that Adele 
herself could not bear the 
result. 

“I can’t possibly accept 
this award,” Adele told the 
crowd. “I’m very humbled . 
. . but my artist of my life is 
Beyoncé. The ‘Lemonade’ 
album was so monumen-
tal.” 

On social media, fans 
declared that their devotion 
to Beyoncé would force 
them to do whatever it took 
to score tickets to her 
upcoming tour. 

Content creator Jay 
Denson said he was priced 
out. 

“So, I thought about 
attending Beyoncé’s 
Renaissance Tour until I 
saw these ticket prices,” he 
observed, before breaking 
down the cost. 

“Nosebleeds: $197; 
Section 100: $539; B-HIVE 

(Standing Room Only): 
$2,100; Floor seats: 
$3,500.” 

For the most die-hard of 
fans, a special standing 
room only section called 
the B-HIVE cost $2,100. 

When an assembly of A-
list celebrities got together 
at Madison Square Garden 
in 2001 to celebrate 
Michael Jackson’s 30th 
anniversary in showbiz, 
tickets on the secondary 
market climbed as high as 
$10,000. 

Despite the high price, 
two shows at the Garden 
sold out within minutes. 

Among the elite paying 
tribute to Jackson were 
Whitney Houston, 
Beyoncé, Ray Charles, 
Marlon Brando, Elizabeth 
Taylor, Marc Anthony, Liza 
Minelli, Justin Timberlake, 
Luther Vandross, and 
Usher. 

A red carpet was placed 
at the entry of the World’s 
Most Famous Arena, and 
tens of thousands of fans 
and passersby gathered on 
the cement steps of the 
Farley Building across the 
street hoping to catch of 
glimpse of Jackson as he 
entered the building arm-
and-arm with Taylor. 

Stars and ordinary fans 
alike viewed Jackson as an 
idol. 

While Jackson’s impres-
sive total of Grammy wins 
(13) pales in comparison to 
the record 32 now held by 
Beyoncé, there should be 
no argument that the two 
are music’s unquestioned 
king and queen. 
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A December poll of 

Black voters revealed that 
African Americans want 
the government to do 
more to fight white 
supremacy. 

That FBI helped under-
score that need when it 
issued a report noting that 
hate crimes dispropor-
tionately target African 
Americans. 

With mass shootings 
continuing at a record 
pace, gun control remains 
a hot-button issue for 
Black America. 

Further, many Black 
voters have suggested 
strong desires for a com-
prehensive voting rights 
package, whether that’s in 
the form of the Freedom 
to Vote Act, or the John 
Lewis Voting Rights 
Advancement Act. 

The former would 
expand mail-in, early vot-
ing, and automatic voter 
registration, while the lat-
ter would restore the 
Voting Rights Act of 
1965. 

And, following the 
brutal murder of Tyre 
Nichols at the hands of 
five Tennessee police 
officers, African 
Americans have contin-
ued to voice outrage over 
the failure of lawmakers 
to pass the George Floyd 
Justice in Police Act. 
While the bill has twice 
passed the House, the 
measure has stalled in the 
Senate despite a 
Democrat majority there. 
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Like a seed sown in 

the earth and a plant 

sprouts from it, there is 

continuity but a glorious 

evident difference.  In 

verses 45-49, Paul con-

trasts Adam, the first man 

who exemplifies the 

earthly, and Christ, the 

last Adam, who exempli-

fies the heavenly spiritual 

body.  Because our natu-

ral body must give way 

to our spiritual body, 

there must be a change in 

our body before we 

inhabit heaven, that is, 

bodily.  Paul utters in 

verse 50: “Now this I say, 

brethren, that flesh and 

blood cannot inherit the 

Kingdom of God: neither 

doth corruption inherit 

incorruption.”  We must 

understand in verse 50 

that Paul has reference to 

those who are not dead at 

Christ’s coming.  You 

see, flesh and blood (the 

natural body) cannot 

enter the eternal state! 

In verse 51, Paul men-

tioned the word mystery 

which meant a truth in 

the Old Testament that 

had not been revealed.  

The Rapture of the 

church was indeed a 

mystery!  At the Rapture, 

those who have died in 

Christ will first be raised, 

and those who are living 

will be immediately 

changed or transformed!  

The trumpet will be the 

Church Directory

I CORINTHIANS STUDY 
I CORINTHIANS 15:1-58 

THE RESURRECTION 
 (continued February 2, 2023) (continued February 2, 2023)

 

By Rev. Johnny Calvin Smith  

 

TRULY, TRULY 
I SAY UNTO 

YOU,  
WHOEVER 
BELIEVES 

HAS  
ETERNAL 

 LIFE. 
 

(John 6:47)

blast that signals Christ’s 

Coming.  It is the last 

blast for the church!   

In verses 53-54, those 

living at the time of the 

Rapture will experience a 

change from mortality to 

immortality, much as 

those who were changed 

from corruptibility to 

incorruptibility.  For 

those who are in Christ 

(the church), death’s 

power will be removed!  

Because of Christ’s tri-

umphant victory over 

death and the grave, the 

grand Apostle Paul began 

to taunt death and Satan! 

(v. 55).  Although in vers-

es 56-57, death has 

gained authority and vic-

tory over mankind, and 

the law has revealed that 

mankind is a sinner, the 

grand Apostle exclaimed 

that there is victory in 

Jesus Christ.  Belief in 

the last Adam, Jesus 

Christ, results in Victory 

and Life (I Corinthians 

15:22).  

Finally, doctrinal cer-

tainty in the Resurrection 

is a great incentive to 

faithful service, therefore 

Paul said: “Therefore, my 

beloved brethren, be ye 

steadfast, unmoveable, 

always abounding in the 

work of the Lord, for as 

much as ye know that 

your labour is not in vain 

in the Lord.” 

May God Bless! 
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Omar’s remarks had 

brought dishonor to the 

House of Representatives 

and that she had “disqual-

ified herself” from serv-

ing on the Committee on 

Foreign Affairs, which is 

seen by nations around 

the world as speaking for 

Congress on matters of 

international importance 

and national security. 

Since 2021, when 

Democrats controlled the 

House and voted to 

remove far-right GOP 

Reps. Marjorie Taylor 

Greene and Paul Gosar 

from committee assign-

ments over their own con-

troversial comments, 

Republicans have prom-

ised to take action against 

Omar and other 

Democrats. 

After McCarthy 

became speaker last 

month, he reinstated both 

members to their previous 

committee assignments. 

Omar admitted this 

week that she “may have 

used words” that she later 

learned were “trafficking 

in antisemitism.” 

She said when others 

brought the transgression 

to her attention, she apol-

ogized. “I owned up to it,” 

Omar, 40, asserted. 

House Democratic 

Leader Hakeem Jeffries of 

New York pledged to 

appoint Omar to the 

House Budget 

Committee. 
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Black Resilience: Master teacher  

celebrates overcoming challenges 

 
By THE HUB/Dallas ISD

caring for his students every 

day. Sims keeps in touch 

with students years after 

they have left his class, 

whether he is attending their 

middle school basketball 

games or their graduation 

ceremonies. He even invit-

ed one former student to be 

in his wedding when he 

married Wanda Sims, whom 

he calls “my best friend and 

the love of my life,” in 

2019. 

Sims understands that 

supporting students goes 

beyond emotional connec-

tions and academic support 

to physical needs. Growing 

up in a single parent house-

hold, Sims said he did not 

realize how impoverished 

his family was until he got 

older thanks to his mother 

and siblings’ love. Yet, they 

did not have a bathroom, 

running water or heat at 

home, and he started work-

ing in cotton fields over the 

summers as early as 13 to 

afford clothes for school. 

As a result, Sims has 

made it his mission to 

ensure none of his students 

go without food or proper 

clothing. He runs his own 

“shoe store” on campus and 

helps students without hesi-

tation when they come to 

school with torn shoes. 

His students clearly see 

and appreciate Sims’ 

efforts—he has received a 

97 percent positive response 

on the student survey—

which has contributed to his 

designation as a master 

teacher. Sims has been 

working toward being a 

master teacher for years, so 

when he heard the news, he 

said his world stopped. 

“Everything came 

together,” Sims said. 

“Those negative thoughts 

that I had all my life when 

people were telling me that 

I wouldn’t be successful, it 

was like everything stopped 

at that moment. It was one 

of the most important days 

of my life.” 

Moving forward, Sims 

said he hopes to continue 

sharing his story to inspire 

his students and help them 

overcome whatever obsta-

cles they may be facing. 

“I want everyone to 

know that where you are 

doesn’t matter—it’s where 

you want to go,” Sims said. 

“Do not allow words to hold 

you down as words held me 

down for so many years. As 

long as you put in the hard 

work, you’re going to be 

successful.” 

Photo courtesy: Dallas ISD 

DALLAS — Words can 

have a lasting effect on peo-

ple, something that Wilmer 

Hutchins Elementary 

School physical education 

teacher Earnest Sims 

learned in 1983 as he was 

preparing to graduate from 

his high school in Arkansas. 

“I remember it like it was 

yesterday,” Sims said. “I 

went into the counselor’s 

office, and the counselor 

told me, ‘You’re not smart 

enough to be successful in 

college.’ That stayed with 

me. So many things in life I 

refused to do because I was 

afraid I was going to fail, 

just because of what one 

person said.” 

Even so, Sims worked 

hard and graduated from 

Philander Smith College in 

Little Rock, Ark., thrived in 

the U.S. Army and the 

National Guard, and eventu-

ally joined Dallas ISD as a 

teacher through the alterna-

tive certification program. 

Now, after 26 years of striv-

ing for excellence first as a 

special education teacher 

and then as a PE teacher, 

Sims has earned the distinc-

tion of being one of Dallas 

ISD’s 23 master teachers. 

He achieved this goal by 

focusing not just on aca-

demic success but also on 
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purchase four (4) or more windows or entry/patio doors between 7/1/2022 and 11/30/2022. 40% off windows and entry/patio doors are less than or equal to lowest cost window or entry/patio door in the order. Subject to credit approval. Interest is billed 
during the promotional period, but all interest is waived if the purchase amount is paid before the expiration of the promotional period. Financing for GreenSky® consumer loan programs is provided by federally insured, federal and state chartered financial 
institutions without regard to age, race, color, religion, national origin, gender, or familial status. Savings comparison based on purchase of a single unit at list price. Available at participating locations and offer applies throughout the service area. See your local 
Renewal by Andersen location for details. License number available upon request. Some Renewal by Andersen locations are independently owned and operated. "Renewal by Andersen" and all other marks where denoted are trademarks of Andersen Corporation. 
© 2022 Andersen Corporation.  All rights reserved. RBA12848                                                                                                                                                                                                           *Using U.S. and imported parts.

877-328-1740

Call by November 30
for your FREE consultation.

 

Irvin pulled 

from NFL 

Network’s 

Super Bowl 

coverage

PHOENIX (AP) — 

Michael Irvin has been pulled 

from the remainder of NFL 

Network’s Super Bowl week 

coverage after a complaint 

about Irvin’s behavior in a 

hotel Sunday night. 

The Hall of Fame wide 

receiver went on a Dallas 

radio station Wednesday and 

said he was asked by network 

officials to move to another 

hotel on Monday after what he 
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LeBron James makes NBA  
history on a star-filled night in LA 
By GREG BEACHAM 

LOS ANGELES (AP) — 

Bronny James stepped over 

to his dad’s locker and played 

the phone video he had taken 

of Tuesday night’s biggest 

moment. The NBA’s new 

scoring king tipped his head 

back in a rich, full-throated 

laugh when the audio 

revealed Bronny had antici-

pated that the historic basket 

would come on a fadeaway 

jumper. 

“That’s tough, that’s 

tough,” LeBron James said. 

“That’s funny.” 

For James, the greatest 

cost of nearly two decades in 

the NBA is the family time 

he misses. When he reached 

arguably the greatest individ-

ual basketball milestone of 

all by passing Kareem 

Abdul-Jabbar’s career scor-

ing record, James’ mother, 

wife and three children all 

witnessed the coronation. 

They were right at court-

side in a building packed 

with stars and roaring fans 

who rose in waves of antici-

pation every time he touched 

the ball. 

James has been thriving 

under formidable pressure 

his entire adult life, and this 

was nothing the King 

couldn’t handle — although 

the man who says he almost 

never cries had tears in his 

eyes after he made history 

with that nimble step-back 

shot in the third quarter. 

“I had a moment when it 

happened, and I embraced 

that moment,” James said 

afterward. “Seeing my fami-

ly and friends, the people 

that’s been around me since I 

started this journey to the 

NBA, definitely very emo-

tional right there. Just a kid 

from a small town in Ohio. I 

had a moment there, but I 

don’t think it’s really hit me, 

what just transpired.” 

When James surpassed 

Abdul-Jabbar’s record 

38,387 points, a crowd that 

had roared for his every bas-

ket went the craziest of all. 

“A lot of people wanted 

me to go to the skyhook to 

break the record, or one of 

the signature dunks,” James 

said with a grin. “But the 

Los Angeles Lakers forward LeBron James celebrates after scoring to pass Kareem Abdul-

Jabbar to become the NBA's all-time leading scorer during the second half of an NBA basket-

ball game against the Oklahoma City Thunder Tuesday, Feb. 7, 2023, in Los Angeles.  

(AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill)

fadeaway is a signature play 

as well.” 

The Los Angeles crowd 

screamed and stomped with 

every point while James 

steadily surged toward the 

mark held since April 1984 

by Abdul-Jabbar, who 

watched the game from a 

baseline seat near the Los 

Angeles bench. 

With four championship 

rings and nearly every other 

honor available to a basket-

ball player, the 38-year-old 

James closed in on this next 

moment in history with the 

confidence of a player who 

has been even better than 

anyone could have expected 

two decades ago when the 

kid from Akron, Ohio, 

reached the NBA. 

“The expectations were 

all the way out to Pluto, and 

he went ahead and created 

his own galaxy,” Lakers 

coach Darvin Ham said 

before his team’s 133-130 

loss to the Oklahoma City 

Thunder. 

The crowd was in its seats 

far earlier than normal in Los 

Angeles, and James got 

numerous ovations before 

the Lakers and Thunder got 

rolling. Lakers fans turned 

out in droves for the chance 

to see a once-in-a-generation 

achievement, with tickets 

going for thousands on the 

secondary market. 

The moment was irre-

sistible to fans like Aaron 

Sanchez, one of the hundreds 

of jersey-clad Lakers faithful 

patiently taking turns posing 

in front of the statue of 

Abdul-Jabbar that stands on 

the plaza in front of the 

Lakers’ downtown arena. 

Sanchez shares a set of 

two season tickets with a few 

friends and family, and he 

already had the seats for 

Tuesday’s game months 

before anyone could predict 

the magic day. He turned 

down a friend’s offer of $200 

to swap the Thunder seats, 

but he knew he would be out 

of luck if James waited until 

Thursday to break the 

record, since those tickets 

belong to a different friend. 

“It’s basketball history, 

and that’s what the Lakers 

are all about,” Sanchez said. 

“LeBron is already one of 

the greatest Lakers ever, and 

getting this record in a 

Lakers uniform just makes it 

more certain. He was our 

leader after Kobe (Bryant) 

died, and he’s our leader 

now.” 

Indeed, James has already 

earned a special place in 

Lakers fans’ hearts over his 

five seasons in purple and 

gold. Several months before 

he won the franchise’s 17th 

championship in the Florida 

pandemic bubble, he became 

a part of Lakers lore with his 

inspirational words and 

steady leadership in the 

wake of Bryant’s death in a 

helicopter crash. 

Inside the building, 

dozens of celebrities gath-

ered to witness history: 

Denzel Washington, Jay-Z, 

Bad Bunny, LL Cool J, 

Usher, Andy Garcia and 

countless others. Dozens of 

basketball greats also turned 

out, including Lakers heroes 

James Worthy and Bob 

McAdoo along with 

Dwyane Wade. 

The biggest star in the 

crowd was Abdul-Jabbar, 

who has verbally sparred 

with James in public over 

issues not directly related to 

basketball. The Lakers leg-

end known to all as Cap 

wasn’t about to miss history, 

and he shared a warm hug 

with James before ceremoni-

ally exchanging a basketball 

in a simple, touching ges-

ture. 
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court records show. 

Davion Irvin also said he 

loves animals and that if he’s 

released from jail, he would 

steal more, the documents 

said. 

Irvin, who remained jailed 

Tuesday on $25,000 bond, 

was arrested last week after 

asking questions at a down-

town Dallas aquarium about 

animals there. He is charged 

with six counts of animal 

cruelty and two counts of 

burglary. An attorney listed 

for Irvin in court records did 

not respond to a request for 

comment. 

Irvin told police that on 

the night of Jan. 29, he wait-

ed until dark, jumped a fence 

to get onto zoo grounds, cut 

the metal mesh of an enclo-

sure and took the two emper-

or tamarin monkeys, accord-

ing to arrest warrant affi-

davits . He then got on the 

city’s light rail before walk-

ing to the vacant home where 

he said he kept his animals. 

Police, acting on a tip 

from the public, found the 

monkeys, named Bella and 

Finn, on Jan. 31, the day after 

they were discovered miss-

ing, at the empty home in 

Lancaster, a Dallas suburb 

about 15 miles (24 kilome-

ters) south of the zoo. 

Officers also found multiple 

cats and pigeons, in addition 

to dead feeder fish and fish 

food that had disappeared 

from a staff-only area of the 

zoo earlier in January but 

wasn’t reported stolen at the 

time, affidavits said. 

Irvin has been charged in 

two of the odd events over a 

span of several weeks at the 

zoo and is linked to another, 

police said. In the taking of 

the monkeys, Irvin faces one 

count of burglary and six 

counts of animal cruelty — 

three for each monkey. He 

also faces a burglary charge 

in relation to the escape of a 

clouded leopard named 

Nova, who was discovered 

missing Jan. 13. A cut was 

found in her enclosure, and 

the zoo closed as a search 

was launched. She was found 

later that day near her habi-

tat. 

Irvin told investigators 

that he’d wanted to take 

Nova but that he was only 

able to pet her before she got 

on top of her enclosure, an 

affidavit said. 

Police said they’ve linked 

Irvin to the cutting of an 

enclosure for langur mon-

keys, discovered after Nova 

went missing, but he hasn’t 

been charged in that. None of 

the langur monkeys escaped. 

In the days leading up to 

the emperor tamarin mon-

keys being taken, a man had 

been raising suspicions at the 

zoo, asking questions not 

only about moving and car-

ing for such monkeys, but 

about the clouded leopard 

that had escaped, an affidavit 

said. He was also seen enter-

ing staff buildings near the 

monkeys’ enclosure. 

After the monkeys were 

discovered missing Jan. 30, 

police released a photo and 

video from the zoo of a man 

they said they wanted to talk 

to about the missing mon-

keys. The man in the images 

— who police later said was 

identified as Irvin — 

prompted the tip that led 

police to the vacant home 

where the monkeys were 

found Jan. 31. An affidavit 

said the tip came from a 

caller who said multiple 

attendees of a church recog-

nized the man from the 

images as someone who fre-

quented a vacant home 

owned by the church. 

Police arrested Irvin on 

Thursday a few blocks from 

The Dallas World Aquarium 

after he’d been there asking 

questions about animals at 

the aquarium and a worker 

recognized him from news 

coverage. 

Police said they are still 

investigating, but Irvin has 

not been linked to the suspi-

cious death of an endangered 

vulture at the zoo in January. 

 
Buffalo Wild 

Wings is 

Offering Free 

Wings for 

America if 

the Big 

Game Goes 

into OT

For the fifth year in a row, 

Buffalo Wild Wings is bring-

ing back its iconic “overtime 

button” for the most impor-

tant football game of the sea-

son. If the Big Game goes to 

overtime, Buffalo Wild 

Wings will offer free wings 

for everyone in 

America. This year marks 

the first time that both teams 

will get the ball in OT, ensur-

ing a fair chance for both 

teams – and more football 

and wings for everyone. 

Last season saw an instant 

playoff classic, which creat-

ed the groundswell of sup-

port for the new overtime 

rules, as well as a three-point 

finish in the Big Game. This 

season has seen more than its 

fair share of overtimes with 

20 games going more than 

60 minutes – so far. Five of 

the last eight years have fea-

tured at least one playoff 

matchup that went to OT, 

including the Big Game in 

2017.   

If the game on February 

12, in Glendale, Arizona is, 

in fact, tied after regulation, 

everyone in the U.S. can 

redeem six free boneless or 

traditional wings at Buffalo 

Wild Wings on Monday, 

February 27 from 4-7 p.m. 

local time. The offer is avail-

able for dine-in and in-per-

son takeout only*.  

While February 12 marks 

the most important football 

game of the season, it’s also 

one of the busiest days for 

Buffalo Wild Wings restau-

rants. As America’s largest 

sports bar, hundreds of thou-

sands of fans will enjoy 

wings, burgers and more 

from Buffalo Wild Wings 

across all 50 states.  For 

more information or to find 

your local store, please visit  

https://www.buffalowild-

wings.com/ 

Photo Credit/Buffalo Wild Wings
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“My Day” 

Black History Still Standing 

By Dr. J. Ester Davis (esterdavis2000@gmail.com)

Former U.S. Congress Lady Eddie Bernice Johnson 
w/Former Business Manager, Noah Brenham,  

Labor Local 648 Union 

The 2023 IMA Dinner was 

held early February with 

grandeur momentum, “God’s 

Trombones” and the dynamic 

charismatic Bishop Dixon, 

Community of Faith Church, 

Houston was the Speaker. This 

year featured special honors to 

retiring U. S. Congress 

Member Eddie Bernice 

Johnson (EBJ) who was intro-

duced by incoming successor 

Jasmine Crockett.  

With the long history-of-the 

ages distinguished career of 

‘the-gentle-lady-from-Texas’, 

it set the tone for a memorable 

evening. So many of EBJ’s 

longtime friends came just to 

see her.  Mr. Noah Brenham 

and his family was one of 

these long-time admirers and 

campaign workers. Mr. 

Brenham’s Labor Office when 

EBJ was 1st elected was locat-

ed on old Forest Avenue, now 

MLK Blvd.  Labor unions 

enjoyed respectable positions 

in our neighborhood post-Civil 

Rights Era because their pri-

mary job was enforcement of 

new laws, all agreements, fair 

wages and securing contracts 

for their labor force.  Mr. 

Brenham is credited with 

securing and providing labor 

for many job sites in 

Downtown Dallas. His labor 

union was one of the first to 

endorse and work for the new 

congressional candidate thirty 

(30) plus years ago.  Living in 

the 30th Congressional District 

I have heard so many awesome 

stories about those early years. 

This legislator introduced and 

has a bounty of laws with her 

name on them. 

I hope the former congress 

member will pen her thoughts 

and achievements.  There is so 

much history packed here.  

The story goes that the initial 

“announcement-for-congress” 

was made in the back yard of a 

friend.  This community 

remembers that it was the 

black public-school teachers 

who collectively endorsed EBJ 

and propel her victory not only 

the 1st time but remained loyal 

during her 15-term tenure. Mr. 

Stanley Marcus of the famed 

Neiman Marcus ‘Flagship 

Store’ Downtown Dallas, was 

active in early campaigns.  So 

many of EBJ’s constituency 

remembers Dr. Emmitt J. 

Conrad, with medical offices 

in South Dallas and a DISD 

School Board Member, I 

think, at the time. He and his 

wife embraced EBJ’s cam-

paign pledges reminding us 

back then, she would be the 

nation’s first registered nurse 

(RN) elected to Congress.  My 

first television story about this 

law maker was during my 

tenure with Time Warner 

Cable.  As an RN she worked 

for Veterans Hospital.  Onward 

to Congress, she immediately 

introduced several bills 

enhancing care and equipment 

for veterans.  With the nation’s 

second largest Veteran’s 

Hospital facility outside 

Walter Reed in her district, she 

lived up to new ideas about the 

quality of life for our veterans. 

And veterans love her!!  

When the Congresswoman 

brought the Honorable John 

Lewis to Dallas a couple years 

ago, several of her friends 

were in the audience at the 

African American Museum. I 

was amazed with her ability to 

recall.  She not only remem-

bered some of these stored 

constituents, but proceeded to 

single them out, calling names 

and recalling the times.  

Kathryn Mitchell, former edu-

cator of 40 Years, a recent 

NAACP Awards Recipient and 

another campaign worker 

recalls working in the begin-

ning EBJ Campaigns.  During 

summer vacation period from 

school those early years, she 

volunteered for two-week ses-

sions devoting time to the suc-

cess of the campaign. Sidebar:  

A good time here for me to 

mention volunteering for cam-

paigns.                      

I am following “The Future 

USS Dorie Miller” (CVN81)*, 

the newest aircraft carrier and 

the first named after an 

African American. It was 

announced in 2020. Join the 

watch party!!  Whenever the 

ship is completed and 

launched, it is important we 

know and remember that it 

was all initiated by the ‘gentle-

lady-from-Texas’. Continue to 

read and inspire yourselves on 

the life and times of Eddie 

Bernice Johnson, U.S. 

Congress, Retired.  Her mem-

oirs are clearly defined and 

documented in the annals of 

American History. 

  
 Look up ‘The Future USS 
Doris Miller’ (CVN81)* 

 

Black Press Kicks Off 

Black History Month with 

Annual Conference 
By Sylvia Dunnavant Hines  

Texas Metro News Correspondent 

 Chelsea Lenora White, 
singer and writer, shares 

information during the Gen 
Z and Millennial workshop 
on how to get young people 

involved with efforts to 
reach Black communities.

Digital workshops, col-

laborations and discussions 

about new ways to do busi-

ness were all part of the 

National Newspaper 

Publishers Association’s 

(NNPA) Mid-Winter 

Conference in San Juan, PR, 

last week. 

Initially scheduled for St. 

Thomas Virgin Islands, due 

to damage to the host prop-

erty following the latest hur-

ricane, NNPA leadership 

operated on a quick turn-

around providing attendees 

what many are calling “one 

of the best conferences 

ever.” 

Gen Z, Millennials, jour-

nalists working for the so-

called mainstream media 

and Black owned media put 

aside all gaps to have a 

meaningful exchange 

regarding keeping the Black 

Press relevant and true to its 

mission. 

“As we celebrate 196 

years of the Black Press, it 

is very important that we 

continue moving our organ-

ization forward,” said Karen 

Carter-Richards, NNPA 

Chairperson and owner of 

Houston Forward Times. 

“The Black Press is needed 

more today than ever 

before.” 

Carter-Richards shared 

how the historic Houston 

Forward Times partnered 

with Nike and artist Jeremy 

Biggers to create a mural 

honoring basketball legend 

Sheryl Swoopes, who was 

the first player to be signed 

in the Women’s National 

Basketball Association 

(WNBA), where she won 

three WNBA Most Valuable 

Player (MVP) awards 

(2000, 2002, and 2005); and 

four WNBA titles (1997-

2000) as a member of the 

Houston Comets. 

This partnership helped 

the Forward Times to gener-

ate $12,000 in revenue and 

Carter-Richards encouraged 

publishers to think outside 

the box as they seek new 

revenue streams in this chal-

lenging financial climate. 

Westside Gazette 

Publisher Bobby Henry, 

who like Carter-Richards is 

a second-generation pub-

lisher, also praised the con-

ference, "The sessions were 

very beneficial and provid-

ed information that we can 

take back to our newsrooms 

to make our products and 

businesses stronger." 

The four-day conference 

brought together publishers 

and journalists from across 

the country to focus on not 

only learning more about 

navigating in a world that is 

becoming more and more 

digital-focused, but also 

keeping Black communities 

informed and empowered. 

The underlying message 

throughout the conference 

was the power that the pub-

lications hold and the need 

to capitalize on the $1.6 tril-

lion Black spending power. 

 “This was by far the 

most impactful and reward-

ing Mid-Winter 

Conferences that I have 

attended,” Kenneth Miller, 

owner of Inglewood Today. 

“Each training session was 

presented with depth and 

weight that translated into 

bottom-line business results. 

We finally allowed for 

young people to have a plat-

form that displayed the 

future of the NNPA, infor-

mation from the tech com-

munity was outstanding, 

and the honoring of Dr. Ben 

Chavis with a much-

deserved Life-Time 

Achievement Award made 

for a timeless experience.” 

 With the power of 230 

regional and local newspa-

pers with more than 22 mil-

lion readers per week, the 

Mid-Winter Conference 

attracted corporate support 

from several major corpora-

tions including:  Google 

News Initiative, Reynolds, 

AARP, Hyundai, Diageo, 

Nissan, Wells Fargo, API, 

Zillow, Bill and Melinda 

Gates Foundation Pfizer, 

Reynolds and General 

Motors. 

Speakers presented 

works shops on: How to 

Monetize Your Online 

Presence, Enticing 

Generation Z and 

Millennials in Digital 

Revenue Strategies, and 

Google Tools for 

Newsrooms. All sessions 

had one common theme of 

how to creatively work 

together and maximize 

efforts with limited staff 

and resources.  

Dallas-area papers repre-

sented were: Dallas 

Examiner, Garland Journal, 

I Messenger and Texas 

Metro News. 

REQUEST A 
FREE QUOTE
CALL NOW BEFORE THE 

NEXT POWER OUTAGE

(833) 442-1926

Prepare 
for power 
outages 
today 
WITH A HOME 
STANDBY GENERATOR

$0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT OPTIONS
Contact a Generac dealer for full terms and conditions 

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the 
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

FREE 7-Year Extended Warranty* 
– A $695 Value!
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described as a brief 

encounter with a woman. 

“Michael Irvin will not be 

part of NFL Network’s Super 

Bowl LVII week coverage,” 

NFL Network spokesman 

Alex Riethmiller said 

In interviews with Dallas’ 

105.3 The Fan and the Dallas 

Morning News, Irvin said the 

conversation with the woman 

lasted between 45 seconds 

and one minute. Irvin also 

said he initially didn’t 

remember the meeting 

because “I had a few drinks, 

to tell you the truth.” 

Irvin said he did not know 

the woman and that there 

was “no sexual wrongdo-

ing.” 

“Sunday night … when I 

came into the hotel, they 

asked what I did and I said, ‘I 

just went straight to the 

room,’” Irvin said during the 

“Shan & RJ” show. “But I 

guess I had met somebody in 

the lobby. Talked to some-

body in the lobby for about a 

minute, and then I went to 

my room. And then after I 

got up there, they said they 

had to move me in the hotel. 

“I said: ‘I didn’t talk to 

anybody. I went straight to 

the room.’ And then they 

showed it on camera that I 

did talk to somebody. I talked 

to this girl for about a 

minute. I don’t know what — 

they didn’t show it to me. 

They told it to me. I didn’t 

see it. ... I guess the girl said 

I said something to her with-

in that minute that we talked, 

and so they moved me.” 

Irvin has been with NFL 

Network since 2009. He did 

appear during the network’s 

coverage of Super Bowl 

opening night on Monday. 

Glendale, Arizona, police 

said they have not received 

any reports about any inci-

dent involving Irvin. 

(AP Photo/Doug Murray, File


