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EDITORIAL PAGE
LETTER TO THE EDITOR:
Dear Editor:

New Texas law, don't use cell-

phones in school zones.
(This includes talking or texting)

Slow down in school zones and be on
the lookout for kids. The pedestrian
always has the right of way Wear your
seat belt. If you do get a ticket, take a
defensive driving class for that ticket,
defensive driving can now be taken in

person or online. LubbockClass.com
(With the courts permission) Thank You
Billy Durham Easy Defensive Driving
(On Facebook)
Sincerely,
Billy Durham

A Little Bit of Faith: You Are Not Alone

By Colleen White
"So do not fear, for I am with you; do
not be dismayed, for I am your God"
(Isaiah 41:10). Are you feeling a little

tired? Do you feel alone? Have you
been searching for answers? All of us
feel this way at times. We have all felt
as though we are alone. There may
have been times that you felt as if your
family has turned away from you and
you don't know which way to turn. But
God has not walked away from you. In
the book of Isaiah the Father reminds
us that we should not fear because He
is our God. This is good to know.
When night comes, and sometimes
it comes quickly, you might feel as if
you are walking alone, but you are not.
God is always near. If you seek Him,

you will find Him. Therefore, do not be
fearful for you have someone who is so
concerned about you that He is willing
to forgive you of your sins. Fear can
grip us so tightly that we don't know
which way to turn, but we can always
turn toward the Father.
Therefore, you need not feel alone.
Do not be fearful. Nor should you be
dismayed at any time. Why? For we
have a God who is always near. This
is easier to say than believe. However,
when you know that you are serving
and believing in the true wise God, you
don't have to fear any situation that

might come upon you.
Isaiah 41:10 continues on by saying, "I will strengthen you and help you;
I will uphold you with my righteous right
hand." You see, God is on your side.
He will uphold you when times get
tough. Unfortunately, we all have valleys in life, but the one thing we can
have faith in is that we do not have to
face any circumstance by ourselves.
God will strengthen us and help us in
any situation or circumstance. Are you
willing to place your trust in a God who
has your back? I know I am. Amen?
Amen.

"A SURVEY OF THE BOOK OF ROMANS"

ROMANS 14:1-23 THE BELIEVERS IN RELATION TO DEBATABLE ISSUES

As one
well knows,
there are

Rev. John Calvin Smith
times when
conflict will arise in our churches. In a
real sense, this is possible because our
churches are composed of fallible human
beings. However, most of our church
conflicts do not arise from grave or serious doctrinal issues; but, our conflicts
revolve around issues relating to power
struggles, personality clashes, or even
disagreements over a variety of opinions.
When our opinion differs about debatable
areas of conduct from someone else, let
us try better to understand the interest of
someone else, rather than our interest
(Philippians 2:3-4).
The issue in verse 1 of this chapter

relates to some Christians who are weak
and overly concerned about "doubtful
disputation," that is disputes about debatable matters. In the early church there
was much controversy revolving around
meats that had been offered to idols.
There were those who would not eat this
meat because the meat had been previously offered to a false god; thus, those
who opposed could not dissociate the
purchasing of the meat from the practice
of it being offered to a false god. Others,
however, recognized that false gods did
not exist and that there was nothing
wrong with purchasing the meat. The
brother who was overly concerned with
not eating meat was considered spiritually weak (v. 2). However, in such a matter, a believer who may be spiritually
mature must be careful not to unnecessarily offend the weaker brother (I
Corinthians 8:13).

It would be highly advisable on debatable issues to accept one another
instead of judging one another (v. 3-4).
We should not allow an opinion or a preference to disrupt fellowship between fellow believers. When debatable issues
erupt in our churches, a wonderful principle that we can employ is this: "where
scriptures speak, we speak; where scriptures are silent, we are silent."
If a brother ate meat offered to idols,
Paul's approach was to accept him, "for
God hath received him"(v. 3).
Remember, Paul knew that false gods
did not exist; therefore, there would be no
harm in eating the meat. But on a real
note, if God accepts someone, we have
no choice but to accept him as well. We
have no prerogative to judge "another
man's servant" (v. 4). Since we are all
servants of the Lord, we stand or fall
before Him.

In verses 5-8, another debatable matter revolved around the significance of
special days - when one man considers
one day more sacred than another day;
or another man thinks every day alike.
Which position a man holds was immaterial to Paul; however, Paul was concerned that "every man be fully persuaded in his own mind" (v. 5). In other
words, the man must examine his heart
to discern if he is doing what God would
have him to do. In issues relating to the
keeping of special days or eating or
abstaining from meat, or in other matters
not plainly prohibited in scriptures, we
should make sure that our opinion
reflects that of the Lord's (v. 6). We are
accountable to the Lord in every aspect
of our existence, for we totally belong to
Him (v. 7-8).
To Be Continued...

WHY CELEBRATE BLACK HISTORY MONTH?
Americans have recognized black
history annually since 1926, first as
"Negro History Week" and later as
"Black History Month". What you might
not know is that black history had barely begun to be studied or even documented when the tradition originated.
Although blacks have been in America
at least as far back as colonial times, it
was not until the 20th century that they
gained a respectable presence in the
history books.
We owe the celebration of Black
History Month, and more importantly,
the study of black history, to Dr. Carter
G. Woodson. Born to parents who were
former slaves, he spent his childhood
working in the Kentucky coalmines and
enrolled in high school at age twenty.
He graduated within two years and

later went on to earn a Ph.D. from
Harvard. The scholar was disturbed to
find in his studies that history books
largely ignored the black American
population-and when blacks did figure
into the picture, it was generally in
ways that reflected the inferior social
position they were assigned at the
time.
Woodson taught at Howard
University but left after he recognized
the need for a mass approach to the
study of history. Always one to act on
his ambitions, he decided to take on
the challenge of writing black
Americans into the nation's history. He
is the author of "The Miseducation of
the Negro", published during the height
of the Great Depression in 1933.
He established the Association for

the Study of Negro Life and History
(now called the Association for the
Study of Afro-American Life and
History) in 1915, and a year later
founded the widely respected "Journal
of Negro History". In 1926, he launched
Negro History Week as an initiative to
bring national attention to the contributions of black people throughout
American history. Woodson chose the
second week of February for Negro
History Week because it marks the
birthdays of two men who greatly influenced the black American population,
Frederick Douglass and Abraham
Lincoln. Black History Month was
established in 1976, fifty years after the
first celebration, by Afro-Americans for
the Study of Afro-American Life and
History.

Today, it is celebrated annually in
the United States and Canada in the
month of February, while in the UK it is
held in the month of October. Several
great Canadian cities such as Halifax,
Toronto, Calgary and Vancouver
emphasize Black History Month. The
relentless work of Carter G. Woodson
has therefore not been in vain. Dr.
Carter G. Woodson died on April 3
1950 in Washington. Due to his everlasting contribution to destroying historical racial stereotypes and to reestablishing human dignity to people of
African descent, he has earned the
well-deserved title of the "Father of
Black History".

Dr. King’s Voting Rights Legacy Under Attack
By Marc Morial
NNPA Columnist
No nation can long continue to flourish or to
find its way to a better society while it allows any
one of its citizens…to be denied the right to participate in the most fundamental of all privileges of
democracy – the right to vote.” Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr.

O
n
Monday,
January 16th,
America celebrated what
would have
been the 83rd
birthday of Dr.
Martin Luther
King, Jr. The
day will be
marked from

coast-to-coast with parades, speeches, and
pilgrimages to the new King Memorial on the
National Mall. But in the midst of this outpouring of praise, there is a sinister movement afoot to undo one of Dr. King’s hardest
fought victories – the removal of discriminatory barriers to voting and the passage of
the Voting Rights Act signed into law by
President Lyndon Johnson in 1965.
In Dr. King’s day, billy clubs, cattle prods
and guns kept African Americans away from
the polls. Today, new voter restriction laws
on the books or in the works in at least 34
states could deny the right to vote to more
than 5 million Americans this year. These
laws include new photo ID requirements,
elimination of early voting, bans on voting by
out-of-state college students, and rollbacks
of voting rights for ex-felons who have paid
their debts to society. Florida has even eliminated voting on the Sunday before Election
Day which has traditionally been a day when
African American churches organized “souls

to the polls” drives for their congregations.
The mostly conservative proponents of
these new laws claim they are meant to prevent widespread fraud – the casting of ballots by people who are not legally eligible to
vote. But both the Bush and Obama Justice
Departments have looked and not found significant voter fraud in American elections.
So let’s be clear – the real reason behind
this spate of new laws is to suppress the
votes of people likely to support progressive
candidates and issues – African Americans,
Latinos, young people, the elderly and people with disabilities. This is unconscionable.
It is un-American. And it dishonors the sacrifices of generations of Americans who
have fought and died to extend the right to
vote to every citizen.
Fortunately, a growing number of
Americans are fighting back. On December
10th, the National Urban League joined the
NAACP and a coalition of civil rights groups
at a “Stand for Freedom” march and rally at
the United Nations to protest this blatant
attack on voting rights. Attorney General

Eric Holder has also expressed concern
about the legality of some of these new
laws. Recently, the Justice Department
struck down a voter ID law in South Carolina
and Holder promises to continue to monitor
these attempts and stop them when they
violate the law. But beating back these
efforts will require citizen vigilance and
action.
In a recent speech at the LBJ Library
and Museum in Austin, Texas, Holder urged
Americans to “Speak out. Raise awareness
about what’s at stake. Call on our political
parties to resist the temptation to suppress
certain votes in the hope of attaining electoral success and… urge policymakers at
every level to reevaluate our election systems – and to reform them in ways that
encourage, not limit, participation.”
We agree. We must not let the hard-won
voting rights secured by Dr. King, John
Lewis, LBJ and so many others slip away.

Marc H. Morial is President and CEO of the
National Urban League

From a Biblical Perspective: Children Do Not Accidently Stumble
Onto The Highway of Holiness!

by Evangelist Waydell Nixon
The prodigal son learned the
truth about the home the hard way.
What is the prodigal son saying to
the young people today? Many
homes are sleeping on the job.
People are so busy that many homes
are merely dormitories where people sleep and where they eat on the
way through. Always remember
that children do not accidentally
stumble onto the highway of holi-

ness. If homes do not open its windows to Jerusalem, it will pitch the
tent toward Sodom If parents hem
in both ends of the day with prayer,
it won't be so likely to unravel in the
middle! A man said, "Better take
your child to church when he is
young because people have too
much fun now when they are older
to be religious"
A child reasons, "If the Bible is
the Word of God, why doesn't
daddy read it more?" Parents may
choose to play on the beach Sunday
instead of attending church
(Heb.10:25). How does their choice
affect their children? Yet, what is
really happening? They have put
God second. Pleasures first, children
third (Deut. 6:6-9). Eli was a good
man in some respects, but a poor
example for his boys (1 Sam. 3:13).
His home problems were uncorrected. They first destroyed the boys,

and eventually destroyed Eli. A broken neck ended the agony of Eli's
broken heart.
Godly children are produced by
godly parents (Eph.6:14). If a child
lives with criticism, he will learn to
condemn. If a child lives with hostility he will learn to hate. If a child
lives with encouragement, he will
learn to be confident. A child who
respects not mother and father
respects no one. Doing what is right
has its own reward that money cannot buy. Parents have tried to buy
their children off. They don't need
buying, they need teaching and
training (Pro.22:6). The only true
reward for doing right is being right.
We know children are to be taught
to obey, not just because mother or
father says it, but because it is right
to obey authority. Obedience must
be taught if respect is to be learned.
You could follow Abraham's path

by the altars he left behind.
Consistency was the key. Discipline
has been and is a door way to a better life. Destinations are reached
gradually step by step. We should
strive to be a sign post on the highway of life, rather than a rut out of
which the wheels cannot run. To
build a Christian faith in our children, it must be in us first (Col.3:21).
Parents need a conviction which
causes them to sing confidently, "I
am bound for the Promised Land."
We will have boys like Timothy
when we have mothers and grandmothers like Eunice and Lois (2 Tim.
1:5)

Evangelist Waydell Nixon has been preaching
the gospel for 53 years. He currently serves as
Minister at Eastside Church of Christ
in Ennis, Texas.

My Day: First Black U. S. Marshall

BY ESTER DAVIS, EDTV
For the past five years Morgan
Freeman has been trying to get
the life of Bass Reeves to the big
screen. Bass Reeves, who was
born a slave in 1838, is believed
to be the first black to receive a
commission as a Deputy U. S.
Marshall west of the Mississippi
River.
Bass Reeves was born a slave

in 1838 in Crawford County,
Arkansas. He moved to Paris,
Texas with his owner during the
Civil War. Bass Reeves ran
away and fled north into the
Indian Territory (now Oklahoma)
and lived with the Seminole and
Creek Indians.
Bass Reeves became a crack
shot with a pistol and lived in
harmony with the Indians.
Reeves and his family farmed
until 1875 when the legendary
Judge Isaac Parker appointed a
U. S. Marshal in the territory and
directed him to hire 200 deputy
U. S. Marshals. They had heard
about Bass Reeves, who knew
the Indian Territory, was expert
with rifle and pistol, and could
speak several Indian languages.
Reeves was recruited as a

deputy U. S. Marshal, and arrested over 3,000 felons, having to
shoot and kill fourteen outlaws.
He was never shot. When
Oklahoma became a state in
1907, Reeves, then 68, became
an officer of the Muskogee,
Oklahoma Police Department. He
died in 1910.
We look forward to the big
screen starring Morgan Freeman
as the legendary Bass Reeves,
U. S. Marshall.
JOIN . . . Ester Davis on
Facebook or
Email: estyler2000@aol.com.
"Ester Davis Show" every
Thursday AM.
See you then.
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HOROSCOPES
February 9 - 15
ARIES
Check the fine print carefully this week.
You may find yourself in a number of
positions this week to advance your
financial state. Be sure you have scrutinized the details before signing on any
dotted lines. A partner or relative could
seem to be urging you toward one of
these opportunities; examine that one
with love and common sense. Soul
Affirmation: What I need to be is fully
present inside of me. Lucky Numbers:
6, 15, 40
TAURUS
Keep your sunny side up and avoid arguments with anyone who seems to give off
any negative vibes in your direction. You
know in your heart that what you do in
the world is much needed. Others know
too, they just may have a hard time
admitting it this week. Look for love to
give you a lift. Soul Affirmation: The
winner is me. I smile for the cameras.
Lucky Numbers: 31, 32, 54
GEMINI
Your philosophical principles are ready
for a larger congregation. Your hard
work, patience, and determination to
present a positive outlook will be paying
off this week. You’ll be blessed with an
intuitive flash of all that you have going
for you, and the realization will make you
very happy. You’ll be encouraging many
others with your manner of being in the
world. Soul Affirmation: All things work
together for good. Lucky Numbers: 12,
16, 30
CANCER
Be cautious about when and where you
present your ideas this week. There’s
some minor jealousy lurking about, and it
wants to rain on your gorgeous parade.
Be calm and keep your faith in yourself
high. You’ve earned the respect and
admiration of many by simply acting with
complete faith in the rightness of your
actions. Take all criticism, constructive or
otherwise, with a grain of salt. Soul
Affirmation: I change the way I look at
business this week.
Lucky Numbers: 28, 32, 50
LEO
Your charm is unstoppable, and your
poise is unflappable, sweeties. Continue
to take advantage of all of your gifts this
week and be your whole, wonderful self.
If you take a high road where shared
property is discussed, you may wind up
with more than you started with. Exercise
some caution when dealing with negative
energy, whether from people or just a
vague intuition. Soul Affirmation: I get
joy from giving good things. Lucky
Numbers: 13, 39, 41
VIRGO
You need to stay in a positive zone to
make your magic happen. A flirtation on
the part of a younger person towards you
needs to be gently discouraged. Trust
has been placed in you; don’t inadver-

tently betray it. If in doubt, retire to your
home and do some cleaning and catching up by telephone with the folks back
home. Soul Affirmation: I flavor my life
with good wishes towards everyone this
week.
Lucky Numbers: 16, 28, 52
LIBRA
A happier mood is in store if you spend
some of your emotions on a mate or
family member. Your sensitivity to criticism should be kept in check as much as
possible this week, because you don’t
really want to spend your perfect
moments feeling temperamental, do
you? Others mean well, they just don’t
express themselves perfectly every time.
Soul Affirmation: I am a giver of good
words this week. Lucky Numbers: 15,
23, 50
SCORPIO
A very pleasant week is in store as peace
seems to be the dominant current. Your
experience will tell you how best to proceed with a close relationship. Right
words and actions can restore all to the
previous beauty. Soul Affirmation: I
concentrate on what is beautiful about
my life now. Lucky Numbers: 26, 34, 47
SAGITTARIUS
Friends call and you should answer their
requests to join them. You’ll have a nice
week out if you go, with lots of camaraderie and good fellowship. You’ll be
creating energy for a very inspiring environment. Soul Affirmation: I am inspired
by my own words this week. Lucky
Numbers: 5, 18, 21
CAPRICORN
Authority issues may arise early in the
week. You can handle these thoughts by
observing them and letting them go.
Listen to some music that fills you with
positive vibrations. Soul Affirmation: I
see myself as a finisher rather than a
starter this week. Lucky Numbers: 14,
40, 46
AQUARIUS
You have strong physical energy this
week. Make the most of it and get a lot
of the work done that you’ve been meaning to get around to. This week’s a great
week to get around to it! You’ll be very
pleased at the end of the week with what
you have created. Soul Affirmation: I
concentrate on the highest possibilities
this week.
Lucky Numbers: 18, 22, 53
PISCES
Freedom needs may be high this week.
Use your powerful imagination to discover a way to feel freer in your current situation. At least in your personal space, let
yourself be free and surrounded by
objects and vibes that set your spirit
soaring. Soul Affirmation: I speak my
mind knowing that truth is my best
defense this week. Lucky Numbers: 41

