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THE NATION MOURNS THE PASSING OF
SENATOR JOHN MCCAIN

August 29, 1936 – August 25, 2018

Senator McCain’s Farwell Letter to
Americans

My fellow Americans, whom I have grateful-
ly served for sixty years, and especially my fel-
low Arizonans, Thank  you for the privilege of
serving you and for the rewarding life that
service in uniform and in public office has
allowed me to lead. I have tried to serve our
country honorably. I have made mistakes, but
I hope my love for America will be weighed
favorably against them.

I have often observed that I am the luckiest
person on earth. I feel that way even now as I
prepare for the end of my life. I have loved my
life, all of it. I have had experiences, adven-
tures and friendships enough for ten satisfying
lives, and I am so thankful. Like most people, I
have regrets. But I would not trade a day of
my life, in good or bad times, for the best day
of anyone else's.

I owe that satisfaction to the love of my fam-
ily. No man ever had a more loving wife or
children he was prouder of than I am of mine.
And I owe it to America. To be connected to
America's causes — liberty, equal justice,
respect for the dignity of all people — brings
happiness more sublime than life's fleeting
pleasures. Our identities and sense of worth
are not circumscribed but enlarged by serving
good causes bigger than ourselves.

Fellow Americans' — that association has
meant more to me than any other. I lived and
died a proud American. We are citizens of the
world's greatest republic, a nation of ideals,
not blood and soil. We are blessed and are a
blessing to humanity when we uphold and
advance those ideals at home and in the

world. We have helped liberate more people
from tyranny and poverty than ever before in
history. We have acquired great wealth and
power in the process.

We weaken our greatness when we confuse
our patriotism with tribal rivalries that have
sown resentment and hatred and violence in
all the corners of the globe. We weaken it
when we hide behind walls, rather than tear
them down, when we doubt the power of our
ideals, rather than trust them to be the great
force for change they have always been.

We are three-hundred-and-twenty-five mil-
lion opinionated, vociferous individuals. We

argue and compete and sometimes even vili-
fy each other in our raucous public debates.
But we have always had so much more in
common with each other than in disagree-
ment. If only we remember that and give
each other the benefit of the presumption
that we all love our country we will get
through these challenging times. We will
come through them stronger than before. We
always do.

Ten years ago, I had the privilege to con-
cede defeat in the election for president. I
want to end my farewell to you with the heart-
felt faith in Americans that I felt so powerfully
that evening.

I feel it powerfully still.
Do not despair of our present difficulties but

believe always in the promise and greatness
of America, because nothing is inevitable
here. Americans never quit. We never surren-
der. We never hide from history. We make his-
tory.

Farewell, fellow Americans. God bless you,
and God bless America.

Presidents George W. Bush and Barack Obama are
expected to speak at Sen. John McCain’s service and he
will lie in state in both the nation’s capital and Arizona
as part of a cross‐country funeral procession ending
with his burial at the U.S. Naval Academy, according to
plans taking shape Sunday.

McCain had long feuded with President Donald
Trump, and two White House officials said McCain’s
family had asked, before the senator’s death, that
Trump not attend the funeral services. Vice President
Mike Pence is likely to attend, said the officials, who
spoke on condition of anonymity to describe private
discussions.

Democrat Beto O'Rourke meets with the Texas Publishers
Association Black Press in Dallas

Democrat candidate Beto O'Rourke takes time
to meet with the members of the Texas
Publishers Association (TPA) which is the Black
Press, the meeting was held in Dallas, Texas on
Sunday, August 26. The Dallas Post Tribune
Editor, Mrs. Shirley Gray was in attendance (not
pictured). Community growth and support for
the black press was discussed.

* Michael Jackson 60th B.D.

*AUGUST 28’ FROM WRITER/DIRECTOR AVA DUVERNAY
TO MAKE ITS TELEVISION DEBUT ON OWN AUGUST 28



Ex-Texas Cop Guilty of Murder for Killing
Unarmed Black Teen
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BE KIND! Never speak harsh words.
Be kind and gentle with your
tongue. For it has been said that
the tongue can be like a sword.
Think long before you criticize your
neighbor. Your tongue can be
nasty. Living is one of the most
beautiful things in the world. But the
tongue can kill!

A Message from 
The Dallas Post Tribune Editor

We welcome letters to the editor.
Submissions must be signed, addressed and
must include a daytime and an evening phone
number. Please limit submissions to 350 words.
We reserve the right to edit and correct all sub‐
missions although; every effort will be made to
retain the intended meaning of the submission.
Send your submissions via email to produc‐
tion@dallasposttrib.net or by mail to P.O. Box
570769, Dallas, Texas 75357‐0769. 

DALLAS (AP) — A white ex‐
police officer was convicted of
murder Tuesday for fatally
shooting a black, unarmed 15‐
year‐old boy while firing into a
car packed with teenagers in
suburban Dallas, marking a rare
guilty verdict in a police shoot‐
ing case.

Dallas County jurors were not
swayed by Roy Oliver’s claim
that he feared for his partner’s
life when he fired into the vehi‐
cle as it drove away from a
large house party in Balch
Springs in April 2017. The gun‐
fire killed Jordan Edwards, who
was sitting in the front passen‐
ger seat.

Gasps echoed around the
courtroom as the verdict was
read. Edwards’ relatives sobbed
and hugged prosecutors, and
waved their hands in the air
and proclaimed “Thank you,
Jesus!” after the jury left.

His father, Odell Edwards,
briefly spoke outside the court‐
room before heading back in to
begin listening to the sentenc‐
ing phase of the trial. He said
he was thankful for the jury’s
decision and felt like jumping
for joy.

“I just want to say I’m happy,
very happy,” he said, adding
that it’s “been a long time”
since he felt that way.

Oliver and his partner were
responding to a report of
underage drinking at a house
party when the April 2017
shooting occurred in Balch
Springs.

Police initially said the vehi‐
cle backed up toward officers
“in an aggressive manner,” but
police later said that bodycam
video showed the vehicle was
moving forward as officers
approached. Oliver was fired
just days after the shooting.

Oliver testified during the
trial that he opened fire after
seeing the car move toward his
partner. But his partner told
jurors he didn’t fear for his life.

It’s extremely rare for police

officers to be tried and convict‐
ed of murder for shootings that
occurred while they were on
duty. Only six non‐federal
police officers have now been
convicted of murder in such
cases — and four of those were
overturned — since 2005,
according to data compiled by
criminologist and Bowling
Green State University profes‐
sor Phil Stinson.

Stinson, who tracks such
cases nationwide, told The
Associated Press on Tuesday
that to secure a murder convic‐
tion against an officer, the facts
of a case have to be “so over
the top and bizarre” that the
officer’s actions cannot be
rationally explained.

Experts also say that securing
a conviction against an officer is
often a challenge because
jurors are inclined to believe
police testimony and criminal
culpability in such cases is sub‐
jective.

Oliver was found not guilty
on two lesser charges of aggra‐
vated assault stemming from
the shooting. Jurors deliberat‐

ed for two days before reaching
the verdicts. The sentencing

“This was a long fought bat‐
tle,” said Daryl Washington, an
attorney representing Odell
Edwards in a civil lawsuit filed
in the death. “We are just
happy ... that Roy Oliver is
gonna have to do his time for
taking Jordan’s life. What he did
on that night should have never
happened.”

Washington said black chil‐
dren and teenagers across the
country can now walk around a
little safer because officers
know they will be held account‐
able.

In closing arguments,
defense attorneys told the jury
they needed to evaluate the
circumstances from Oliver’s
viewpoint and from what the
former officer knew at the
time. But prosecutors
described Oliver as out of con‐
trol and looking for a reason to
kill. They argued that his firing
into the car wasn’t reasonable.

The shooting came after
Oliver and his partner, Tyler
Gross, had broken up a large

house party following the
report of underage drinking.
Both officers were inside the
residence when they heard
gunfire outside and responded.
Authorities later determined
the shots were fired near a
nursing home in the area.

Oliver retrieved his rifle and
went toward Gross, who was
ordering the car carrying
Edwards to stop. Oliver testi‐
fied that he saw the car back up
and stop for a second before
moving forward and going
toward Gross.

Testifying in his own defense,
Oliver told the jury the car was
about to hit his partner. Oliver
said he felt he had no other
option but to fire.

Gross, however, testified that
he did not fear for his life and
never felt the need to fire his
weapon. He also said he didn’t
feel like the vehicle was trying
to hit him.

Prosecutors said Oliver fired
after the vehicle passed Gross.
Investigators also said no guns
were found in the teens’ vehi‐
cle.

August 28 Marks the Death of
Emmett Till and the Anniversary of

the I Have A Dream Speech

August 28 marks the 55th Anniversary of Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr. delivering his “I Have a Dream" speech in front of
the Lincoln Memorial in Washington, D.C., during the
“March on Washington for Jobs and Freedom” on August 28,
1963.

The March on Washington for Jobs and Freedom was the
largest demonstration for human rights in United States his‐
tory. Its purpose was to advocate for the civil and economic
rights of African Americans.

At the march, Dr. King delivered his iconic "I Have a
Dream" speech, in which he called for an end to racism. It
still stands as one of the most famous speeches in history
and a signature moment of the civil rights movement.

Who are Black Women Voters?
My Day by Dr. J. Ester Davis

Fifty‐seven (57%) of black women attended college, but did not
attain a four year degree.  Black women are particularly active on
Twitter especially around political issues. Facebook Business has
more black women business‐owners in all categories. In 2014,
13.5% of black women were union members active in their unions
and/or started their own unions, i.e., Black Women Mechanics,
Black Women in Construction.    

We must never forget that black women voters in Birmingham,
Alabama, voted  and supported Doug Jones for Senate over the
forever seated ‘self entitled’  Roy Moore, the Republican rival. It is
important that we remember that the voter turnout was 98%. An
unmistakable message indeed! The overwhelming reason was a
simple one:  they did not want the clock turned back.

The reason explaining the changes in African Americans is apa‐
thy.  Apathy is endless.  Apathy is a strong word, but I am consid‐
ering the lack of emotion, indifference and interest to name a few
for not voting.

Some say integration has unraveled a once cohesive Black com‐
munity, thus robbing it of a talented middle class that once sup‐
ported thriving businesses, churches, schools and neighborhood
organizations.  Some argue that racism still hinders Blacks from
economic and educational opportunities needed to support fami‐
lies and communities.  Some point to society’s overall emphasis on
self and material gain.  Now there is the disruptive influence of
drugs saturated on certain street corners and the subsequent mass
incarceration of black men.  And a ‘shrug’ of it all. . . with a simple
explanation of changing times.  Whatever the causes, my polling
agree that the work of restoration must begin at home.  

Who are black women voters?  Black women are the vast major‐
ity of the student population at HBCU’s earning more higher
degrees.  Black women online has surged 30% over the past
three(3)years, with 60% using the internet.  Black women are
among the most engaged users of social media.  Afterall social
media is all about conversation, communication and contact.
Which today equals influence.  Social media is a powerful tool and
the majority of users are using it for its original intent with massive
audiences.  The sister team “Diamond & Silk”, the FOX loyal sup‐
porters is a direct testimony of the black woman vote and the rec‐
ognized influence of numbers. My growing concern is the false
narratives that exist on black women’s leadership.  Meaning it is
time to support the black women running for office. Meaning fur‐
ther, loud and clear, that it is time for black men to support black
women. These false narratives do not exist when you example the
qualifications of other women or men running for office.  Let me
cite one of many articles on black women’s leadership.
“Progressives need to pay attention, because these imbalanced
judgments are not only unfair, but also defeating in an age when
black women are an indispensable and perhaps the most critical
factor in Democrats prevailing come November.” Glynda C. Carr
and Kimberly Peeler‐Allen. 

Who are black women voters? Highly qualified and beautiful
leaders.

www.esterday.com 
214.376.9000

August 28 is a day when we commemorate both triumph
and loss.

On this day in 1955, a 14‐year‐old Emmett Till was ripped
away from his family’s home, beaten, and lynched based on
a story that proved to be false. His mother Mamie’s decision
to leave his casket open at his funeral forced many
Americans to see the absolute brutality of the Jim Crow
south for the first time.

On this day in 1963, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., shared his
dream of an America that valued all of its people and where
equal talent received equal pay. 
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Church Directory
Church of Christ

Greater New Zion Baptist Church
2210 Pine Street, Dallas, TX 75215

P. 214‐421‐4119  Email: gnz2210@sbcglobal.net

Services
Bible Study

Tuesdays @ 11:00 a.m.
Wednesdays @ 7:00 p.m.

Sunday School ‐ 9:30 a.m.
Worship Service 11:00 a.m. Rev. Joe S. Patterson, Pastor

Carver Heights Baptist Church
2510 E. Ledbetter, Dallas, Texas 75216

P. 214‐371‐2024

Sunday School ‐ 8:30 a.m.
Early Worship ‐ 9:30 a.m.

Morning Worship ‐ 10:45 a.m.
Evening Worship ‐ 7:00 p.m.

Pastor, Daryl R. Carter

You’re Welcome to Join Us
GREATER CORNERSTONE BAPTIST CHURCH

Dr. David E. Wilson, Pastor/Teacher
8350 Forest Lane, Dallas, TX 75243

P. 214‐349‐7701

Greater Providence Baptist Church
5300 Marvin D. Love Freeway, Dallas, TX 75232

P. 214‐339‐5800

Schedule of Services
Sunday School ‐ 9:00 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship ‐ 10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer Meeting ‐ 7:00 p.m.
Brotherhood (1st & 3rd Wed.) ‐ 8:00 p.m.
Senior Mission (1st & 3rd Wed.) ‐ 8:00 p.m.
Adult & Youth Bible Study (Fri.) ‐ 7:00 p.mRev. J.L. Eades, Jr., Pastor

Church School ‐ 9:00 a.m.
Sunday Worship Services ‐ 7:30 & 10:30 a.m.

Mid‐Week Revival Services ‐ 7:00 p.m.

Visit us @ www.greatercornerstone.org
“A Good Understanding Wins Favor” Prov. 13:15

Baptist

"A Church of Christ in the Heart of Dallas with Dallas at Heart"

2134 Cedar Crest Blvd. Dallas, Texas 75203-4316 •(214) 943-1340 • Fax (214) 941-3305
"All services are interpreted for the Deaf"

Sunday
KHVN (970  A M Radio)

8:00 a.m.
Bible Class

8:45 a.m.
Children Worship

10:00 a.m.
Worship Service

10:00 a.m.
Jonathan W. Morrison
Ministering Evangelist

2431 S. Marsalis Ave.
Dallas, Texas 75216
Office: 214‐941‐2531

Fax: 214‐942‐9646
www.marsalisavenuecoc.org

Come Worship and Study with Us! 
Sundays 

Bible Study                     8:45 AM 
Morning Worship          10:00 AM
Children’s Bible Hour    10:00 AM
Evening Worship             5:30 PM

Wednesdays 
Bible Class   10:00 AM & 7:00 PMBro. Lamont Ross, Senior Minister

Place your Church
Ad in 

The Dallas Post
Tribune’s 

NEW Church
Directory! 

For more 
information please

contact 
DPT staff via 

email at 
sales.ads@dallas-
posttrib.net or via

phone at
214.946.7678.

Email Address: 
stphillipsmbc@att.net

Schedule of Activities

Sunday

Early Morning Worship‐ 8AM
Church School‐ 9AM

Morning Worship‐ 10AM

Saint Phillips Missionary
Baptist Church

6000 Singing Hills Drive
Dallas, Texas 75241

P. 214‐374‐6631

Rev. Dr. C.J.R. Phillips, Jr.

Pastor Donald R. Parish, Sr.

True Lee Missionary
Baptist Church

3907‐11 Bertrand Street
Dallas, Texas 75210

P. 214‐421‐9435
F. 214‐421‐0324

Sunday Church School 
9:00 a.m

Sunday Morning Worship
11:00 a.m.

Monday Mission Meeting
7:00 p.m.

Prayer & Bible Study Meeting
7:00 p.m.

Radio Station Broadcast
Every Sunday @ 

9:30 a.m. til 10:00 a.m.
KPYK 1570 AM

Rev. Bryan Carter, Sen. Pastor 

CONCORD MISSIONARY
BAPTIST CHURCH

6808 Pastor Bailey Dr.
Dallas, TX 75237
P. 214‐333‐3597

Sundays: 8am, 10am, &
12noon

Wednesdays: 7pm
www.ConcordDallas.org

Dallas West
Church of Christ
3510 N. Hampton Rd.
Dallas, Texas 75212

P. 214‐631‐5448
Website: www.dwcoc.com

Sammie Berry
Minister

Calendar of Events
Sunday Bible School

8:45 a.m.
Sunday Worship

10:00 a.m. & 6:00 p.m.
Tuesday Song Practice

7:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Class
9:30 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.

Sunday Radio Broadcast
7:30 a.m. on 970 AM

“The Congregation Where
Everybody is Somebody”

Greenville Avenue
Church of Christ
1013 S. Greenville Ave

Richardson, Texas 75081
P. 972‐644‐2335 F. 972‐644‐9347

Minister S.T. Gibbs, III
Associate Ministers: 

John Bradshaw
Ben Myers

Patrick Worthey
Elders:

Harlee Glover
Fred Green

Raymond Hart
David Philliips, Jr. 

Johnnie Rodgers, Sr.

Schedule of Services

SUNDAY
Early Morning Worship

8:00 a.m.
Bible Class
9:45 a.m.

Morning Worship
10:45 a.m.

Evening Worship
6:00 p.m.

WEDNESDAY
Prayer Service ‐ 6:30 p.m.

Bible Class ‐ 7:00 p.m.
THURSDAY

Bible Class ‐ 11:00 a.m.

Place your Church Ad in 
The Dallas Post Tribune’s 
NEW Church Directory! 

For more information please contact 
DPT staff via email at 

sales.ads@dallasposttrib.net or via
phone at 214.946.7678.

New Hope Baptist Church
(Founded 1873)

5002 S. Central Expressway
Dallas, Texas 75215

214.421.5296
Fax 214.421.1531

Website: 
New Hope Bapt‐Dallas.org

Email:
1newhope4all@sbcglobal.net

Sunday School 9:30 AM
Morning Worship 10:45 AM

Wednesday Midday Bible
Study 12:00 Noon

Wednesday Mid Week Bible
Study 6:00 PM

Church Motto:
"To Know Christ, To Grow In

Christ and to Share The Gospel
Of Jesus Christ with Others"

Dr. Ronald Jones, Senior Pastor
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Jerco Sales Lock and Key

Sales

3200 S. Lancaster Rd. Ste,

414

Stanley’s Catfish &

Chicken

3146 Cedar Crest Blvd. 

New Orleans Seafood 

801 W Kearney St, 

Ste. 100A

CT’s Real Deal Bar B Que

2901 S. Lancaster Rd.

Prosperity Bank

3515 W. Camp Wisdom

Rd.

8035 E. R.L. Thornton

Fwy. 

New Touch Barber &

Beauty Salon

4410 Marsalis Ave.

Qumy’s African Hair

Braiding

8989 Forest Ln. Ste. 138

Rock-N-J’s Brisket & BBQ

Soul Food

1223 E Red Bird Lane

Lott’s Mortuary, Inc.

2434 Martin Luther King

Jr. Blvd.

Jefferson Place

3430 South Marsalis Ave.

NEED A COPY OF THE

DALLAS POST

TRIBUNE?

TRY ONE OF THESE

LOCATIONS...

Property Management

PEST CONTROL

S & B PEST CONTROL SERVICE
BILLY ROBINSON
214‐946‐5879 SINCE 1958

Family Owned and Operated

ARE YOU SELF MOTIVATED?
DO YOU HAVE A TALENT FOR

SELLING ADVERTISMENT? 

THE DALLAS POST TRIBUNE IS 
LOOKING FOR A NEW SALES 

REPRESENTATIVE! 

EMAIL YOUR RESUME TO
SGRAY@DALLASPOSTTRIB.NET

C L A S S I F I E D S  

Dallas Co. Sheriff Blocks Faith In Texas from Posting Bail,
Sparking Standoff

DALLAS ‐ Today, advocates are calling foul after the Dallas County jail clerk refused to accept bail
payments to help free residents stuck in jail because they can’t afford bail. 

This comes as Faith in Texas (FIT) continues a month‐long effort to release community members
being held in jail due to the inability to pay bail, highlight the broken bail system in Dallas Co., and
expose elected officials advocates say are profiting off of it. FIT is a client of the Civil Rights Corps,
an organization that filed litigation against Dallas County for their bail practices. 

FIT today attempted to bail out 16 people ‐‐ one of whom is barely 17 years old and had already
been held in jail for four days ‐‐ to reunite them with their families, keep their jobs and continue con‐
tributing to their communities. FIT arrived at the jail with checks for the amount of assigned bail for
each individual, as they have used to successfully bail folks out for the entire month of August. But
due to a bizarre stall tactic by the clerk, organizers were forced to leave the facility, locate a bank,
and return to the jail with the money—a total of over $21,000— in cash. Had the banks closed
before the organizers arrived, the presumptively innocent individuals would have remained caged
until Monday at the earliest.

“Our mission toward equity in our local justice system is clear – to continue to invite elected offi‐
cials in Dallas County to adopt pro‐immigration and criminal justice reform policies that center on
the most vulnerable and under‐prioritized members of our community,” said Faith in Texas LIVE FREE
Organizer Brittany White. “No member of our community should be held in prison simply because
they cannot afford to buy their release.”

In January, Civil Rights Corps, the Texas Fair Defense Project, the American Civil Liberties Union,
and the ACLU of Texas filed a federal class action lawsuit against Dallas County, Texas, the Sheriff,
and the County’s Judges and Magistrates for violating the constitutional rights of people arrested for
misdemeanors and felonies by keeping them in jail just because they cannot afford to pay money
bail, and for conducting bail hearings in secret. 

How to eat healthier with 
diabetes (and a recipe!)

You have diabetes; now what? It can be diffi‐
cult to know what to eat when you first get
diagnosed. Learning how to eat healthy can
help you control your blood sugar. Following a
few basic guidelines will take some of the
guesswork out of eating.

Plan your meals
Making a plan for your meals ahead of time

can help you put together balanced meals with‐
out stressing about last‐minute decision. Here
are some guidelines to follow for meal plan‐
ning: 

•Make sure your meals are balanced. This
means eating breakfast, lunch, dinner and two
snacks.

•Include fruits and vegetables. Your meals
should have about eight servings of fruits and
vegetables per day.

•Count your calories. How many calories you
need to eat will vary based on your age, gender,
activity level and weight goals. Work with your
healthcare provider to set goals for your daily
calorie intake.

•Pay attention to carbohydrates. Most peo‐
ple should eat three to four servings of carbo‐
hydrate (45‐60 grams of carbohydrate) at each
meal.

•Limit “bad fats.” Bad fats are saturated fats
such as butter and lard. People with diabetes
are at a higher risk of having a heart attack or

stroke so it’s important to eat healthy fats such
as olive oil and avocadoes in small portions. 

•Watch your cholesterol. People with dia‐
betes should have 300 milligrams (mg) of cho‐
lesterol or less per day. Look for foods that can
help lower your cholesterol such as oats, beans
and nuts.

•Get more fiber. The best fiber for your body
comes from plant‐based foods like whole
grains, fruit, vegetables, nuts, seeds and beans.

•Eat less salt. Eating less salt is important for
blood pressure control. People with diabetes
should have 2,300 mg of sodium or less per day.

One of the best ways to eat better is to find
healthy recipes that you like and use them to
put together a meal plan for the week (or the
next few days). Below is a cool treat to get you
started. 

Real Fruit Frozen Treat (Two Ways)
Cool off with this sorbet recipe, made with

some of earth’s sweetest ingredients.

Serving size: ½ cup

Ingredients

Strawberry‐Banana (makes four servings)
2 bananas
1 cup sliced strawberries
1/2 cup sugar‐free lemonade

Pineapple Peach (makes two servings)
½ cup frozen peaches
½ cup frozen pineapple chunks
1/2 cup sugar‐free lemonade

Preparation
Freeze all fruits. Combine frozen fruits in food

processor or blender. If desired, garnish with
fresh fruits. 

Looking for more tasty and diabetes‐friendly
recipes? Check out our recipe videos at
www.ParklandDiabetes.com/Recipes. 
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Thursday, August 30

H ‐ 96°
L‐ 78°

Wednesday, September 5

H‐93°
L‐75°

Tuesday, September 4

H‐93°
L‐74°

Monday, September 3

H‐92°
L‐74°

Sunday, September 2

H‐95°
L‐75°

Friday, August 31

H‐98°
L‐78°

Saturday, September 1

H‐97°
L ‐ 77°

7 Day Weather Forecast for DFW

If you have sports information
that you would like placed 
in the DALLAS POST TRIBUNE
Sports Section e-mail us at: 

production@dallasposttrib.net

Democrat Beto O'Rourke, in viral
video, defends NFL protests

Rep. Beto O'Rourke, the
Democrat from El Paso,
Texas, who is waging a
credible challenge to
Republican Sen. Ted Cruz
for his seat this November,
defended NFL players' right
to protest in a video that
has gone viral since it was
posted on Tuesday.

O’Rourke was asked at a
campaign town hall if he
thought NFL players' kneel‐
ing during the national
anthem was disrespectful.
The person asking the
question said he found it
“incredibly frustrating”
that people supported such
protests.

“My short answer is: No, I
don’t think it’s disrespect‐
ful,” O’Rourke responded,
which drew applause from
the audience.

"Reasonable people can
disagree on this issue. Let’s
begin there. And it makes
them no less American to
come down on a different
conclusion on this issue,

right?" he added.
O'Rourke then connected

the issue to the nonviolent
protests during the Civil
Rights Movement spurred
by the 1963 Birmingham,
Alabama, church bombing,
which killed four young
black girls, and the
Freedom Riders who were
terrorized while challeng‐
ing segregation laws,
among other events.

“Peaceful, nonviolent
protests, including taking a
knee at a football game to
point out that black men,
unarmed, black teenagers,
unarmed, and black chil‐
dren, unarmed, are being
killed at a frightening level
right now, including by
members of law enforce‐
ment, without accountabil‐
ity, and without justice,”
O’Rourke said. "And this
problem — as grave as it is
— is not going to fix itself,
and they’re frustrated,
frankly, with people like me
and those in positions of

public trust and power,
who have been unable to
resolve this or bring justice
for what has been done
and to stop it from continu‐
ing to happen in this coun‐
try."

He added: "And so nonvi‐
olently, peacefully, while
the eyes of this country are
watching these games,
they take a knee to bring
our attention and our focus
to this problem to ensure
that we fix it. That is why
they are doing it. And I can
think of nothing more
American than to peaceful‐
ly stand up, or take a knee,
for your rights, anytime,
anywhere, in any place.”

The video of his
response, posted by the
news site NowThis, has
since garnered 11 million
views and more than
300,000 shares on
Facebook as of Thursday
morning.

"I can think of nothing more American than to
peacefully stand up, or take a knee, for your

rights, anytime, anywhere, in any place,"
O'Rourke said.
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