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Tax holiday 2022 in Texas will begin on Friday, August 12 

and ends on Sunday, August 14.

 

GOP rallies around Trump  
following FBI search of his estate 

By STEVE PEOPLES 

Police direct traffic outside an entrance to former President 

Donald Trump's Mar-a-Lago estate, Monday, Aug. 8, 2022, 

in Palm Beach, Fla.  (AP Photo/Terry Renna)

WASHINGTON (AP) — 

The FBI searched Donald 

Trump’s Mar-a-Lago estate 

as part of an investigation 

into whether he took classi-

fied records from the White 

House to his Florida resi-

dence, people familiar with 

the matter said Monday, a 

move that represents a dra-

matic and unprecedented 

escalation of law enforce-

ment scrutiny of the former 

president. 

Trump, disclosing the 

search in a lengthy state-

ment, asserted that agents 

had opened up a safe at his 

home and described their 

work as an “unannounced 

raid” that he likened to 

“prosecutorial misconduct.” 

The search intensifies the 

months-long probe into how 

classified documents ended 

up in boxes of White House 

records located at Mar-a-

Lago earlier this year. It 

occurs amid a separate 

grand jury investigation into 

efforts to overturn the results 

of the 2020 presidential 

election and adds to the 

potential legal peril for 

Trump as he lays the 

groundwork for another run. 

Familiar battle lines, 

forged during  a four-year 

presidency shadowed by 

FBI and congressional 

investigations, quickly took 

shape again Monday night. 

Trump and his allies sought 

to cast the search as a 

weaponization of the crimi-

nal justice system and a 

Democratic-driven effort to 

keep him from winning 

another term in 2024 — 

even though the Biden 

White House said it had no 

prior knowledge of it, and 

the current FBI director, 

Christopher Wray, was 

appointed by Trump five 

years ago and served as a 

high-ranking official in a 

Republican-led Justice 

Department. 

“These are dark times for 

our Nation, as my beautiful 

home, Mar-A-Lago in Palm  
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Veterans health bill marks a 

personal victory for Biden  
By CHRIS MEGERIAN                                             - ARTICLE PAGE 2 - 

FILE - President Joe Biden shakes hands with veteran John Caruso as Biden tour's the Fort Worth VA Clinic in Fort 

Worth, Texas, March 8, 2022. Biden will sign veterans health care legislation on Aug. 10, that ends a long battle to 

expand benefits for people who served near burn pits. It's a personal issue for Biden. His son Beau was a major in the 

Delaware Army National Guard, and he died of cancer after his service in Iraq. (AP Photo/Patrick Semansky, File) 

 
Star-Studded Voting 

Rights Celebration 

Encourages 10  

million More 

Registered Black 

Voters 
By Stacy M. Brown

Held at the Thurgood Marshall Center Trust in Washington 
D.C.’s historic Shaw District, the event also highlighted the 
“anti-democracy forces” that continue to threaten voting 

rights around the country. 

 

Motown songwriter-producer  

Lamont Dozier dead at 81 
 

 

By HILLEL ITALIE 

NEW YORK (AP) — 

Lamont Dozier, the middle 

name of the celebrated 

Holland-Dozier-Holland 

team that wrote and pro-

duced “You Can’t Hurry 

Love,” “Heat Wave” and 

dozens of other hits and 

helped make Motown an 

essential record company of 

the 1960s and beyond, has 

died at age 81. 

Dozier died “peacefully” 

Monday at his home near 

Scottsdale, Arizona, accord-

ing to a statement issued by 

his family. The cause of 

death was not immediately 

determined. Duke Fakir, a 

close friend and the last sur-

viving member of the origi-

nal Four Tops, called Dozier 

a “beautiful, talented guy” 

with an uncanny sense of  

 

Continue Dozier Page 2

FILE - Songwriter/producer Lamont Dozier appears at the 40th Annual Grammy 

Awards in New York on Feb. 25, 1998. (AP Photo/Richard Drew, File)

The Transformative 

Justice Coalition (TJC) and 

the National Newspaper 

Publishers Association 

(NNPA) joined the Rainbow 

Push Coalition and others at 

a star-studded celebration of 

the 57th anniversary of the 

Voting Rights Act of 1965. 

The all-star program pre-

sented what organizers 

called a tremendous oppor-

tunity to educate the public 

regarding the significance of 

the Voting Rights Act and 

the dangerous threats from 

the Supreme Court. 

Held at the Thurgood 

Marshall Center Trust in 

Washington D.C.’s historic 

Shaw District, the event also 

highlighted the “anti-

democracy forces” that con-

tinue to threaten voting 

rights around the country. 

Participants included the 

Rev. Jesse Jackson, TJC 

President Dr. Barbara 

Arnwine and Board Chair 

Daryl Jones, National Urban 

League President Marc 

Morial, NNPA President, 

and CEO Dr. Benjamin F. 

Chavis Jr., Congresswoman 
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DART salutes 
2022 Student Art 
Contest winners

See more at DART.org/ArtContest

Sophia W., 7th Grade Carrollton-Farmers Branch ISD

Sannidhi B., 4th Grade Plano ISD

“Veterans who have been 

sickened to the point of 

being unable to work, unable 

to take care of their families, 

won’t have to spend that 

time fighting the government 

to get the healthcare they 

earned,” said Jeremy Butler, 

head of the Iraq and 

Afghanistan Veterans of 

America. “This is monumen-

tal.” 

Although the provision 

involving burn pits has gar-

nered the most attention, 

other health care services 

will be expanded as well. 

Veterans who have served 

since the Sept. 11 attacks 

will have a decade to sign up 

for VA health care, double 

the current five years. 

And there’s more help for 

veterans from the Vietnam 

War. The legislation adds 

hypertension to list of ail-

ments that are presumed to 

be caused by exposure to 

Agent Orange, a herbicide 

used by the U.S. military to 

clear vegetation. 

In addition, veterans who 

served during the war in 

Thailand, Cambodia, Laos, 

Guam, American Samoa and 

Johnston Atoll will also be 

considered to have been 

exposed to the chemical. 

The legislation is consid-

ered to be the largest expan-

sion of veterans health care 

in more than three decades, 

but it became an unlikely 

political football shortly 

before it passed. 

On the day that the Senate 

was expected to grant it final 

approval, Republicans unex-

pectedly blocked it. Veterans 

who had traveled to 

Washington for a moment of 

triumph were devastated. 

“All the veterans were 

down there because they 

were expecting to celebrate,” 

Butler said. “And then they 

were absolutely stabbed in 

the back.” 

Republicans said they 

were concerned about tech-

nical changes to how the leg-

islation was funded. 

Democrats accused them of 

throwing a fit because they 

were unhappy about a sepa-

rate deal to advance Biden’s 

domestic agenda on climate 

change, taxes and prescrip-

tion drugs. 

Instead of going home, 

some veterans began holding 

what they called a “fire 

watch” outside the Capitol, 

an impromptu vigil to keep 

public pressure on the 

Senate. 

They stayed around the 

clock, despite the stifling 

summer heat and torrential 

thunderstorms. Jon Stewart, 

the comedian who has advo-

cated for veterans, joined 

them as well. Biden wanted 

to go but couldn’t because he 

was isolating with a coron-

avirus infection, so he spoke 

to the demonstrators in a 

video call when VA 

Secretary Denis McDonough 

dropped off pizza. 

Days after the demonstra-

tion began, the Senate held 

another vote, and the meas-

ure passed with overwhelm-

ing bipartisan support. 

Veterans were in the 

gallery watching the vote 

take place. 

“Every single person I 

was with was bawling. Just 

bawling,” said Matt Zeller, a 

former Army captain who 

was among the demonstra-

tors. 

President Joe Biden hugs his grandson Robert Biden, son of 

the late Beau Biden, after signing the "PACT Act of 2022." 

(AP Photo/Evan Vucci)

WASHINGTON (AP) — 

As President Joe Biden rat-

tled off policy proposals in 

this year’s State of the Union 

address, he hit an emotional 

note when talking about vet-

erans who suffer from cancer 

after serving on military 

bases where toxic smoke bil-

lowed from burning trash. 

“One of those soldiers 

was my son Maj. Beau 

Biden,” he said. 

The president was careful 

to avoid drawing a direct line 

between the burn pits and his 

son’s fatal cancer, but he left 

no doubt that he believes 

there’s a connection. The 

tragic death from seven years 

ago makes a ceremony 

Wednesday, when Biden 

plans to sign legislation 

expanding federal health 

care for veterans, among the 

most personal moments for 

him since taking office. 

Sen. Jon Tester, D-Mont., 

who chairs the Senate 

Committee on Veterans’ 

Affairs, said Biden was a 

driving force behind the 

measure, which passed last 

week. 

“He was continually push-

ing because whether Beau 

died of this or not, I think Joe 

thinks that it had some 

impact, and so he wanted 

this fixed,” Tester said. “And 

because he thinks it was the 

right thing to do. So different 

president, different set of pri-

orities, this would have prob-

ably never happened.” 

Burn pits were used in 

Iraq and Afghanistan to dis-

pose of chemicals, cans, 

tires, plastics, medical equip-

ment and human waste. 

However, 70% of disability 

claims involving exposure to 

the pits were denied by the 

Department of Veterans 

Affairs. 

The legislation will direct 

officials to assume that cer-

tain respiratory illnesses and 

cancers were related to burn 

pit exposure, helping veter-

ans get disability payments 

without having to prove the 

illness was the result of their 

service. 

Veterans health bill marks a personal victory for Biden  
By CHRIS MEGERIAN
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Motown songwriter-producer  

Lamont Dozier dead at 81

what material worked best 

for a given group. 

“I like to call Holland-

Dozier-Holland ‘tailors of 

music,’” he said Tuesday 

during a telephone inter-

view. “They could take any 

artist, call them into their 

office, talk to them, listen to 

them and write them a top 

10 song.” 

In Motown’s historic, 

self-defined rise to the 

“Sound of Young America,” 

Holland-Dozier-Holland 

stood out even compared to 

such gifted peers as Smokey 

Robinson, Stevie Wonder 

and Barrett Strong. Over a 

four-year period, 1963-67, 

Dozier and brothers Brian 

and Eddie Holland crafted 

more than 25 top 10 songs 

and mastered the blend of 

pop and rhythm and blues 

that allowed the Detroit 

label, and founder Berry 

Gordy, to defy boundaries 

between Black and white 

music and rival the Beatles 

on the airwaves. 

For the Four Tops, they 

wrote “Baby I Need Your 

Loving” and “Reach Out 

(I’ll Be There),” for Martha 

and the Vandellas they 

wrote “Heat Wave” and 

“Jimmy Mack,” for Marvin 

Gaye “Baby Don’t You Do 

It” and “How Sweet It Is (To 

Be Loved by You).” The 

music lived on through 

countless soundtracks, sam-

plings and radio airings, in 

cover versions by the 

Rolling Stones, Linda 

Ronstadt, James Taylor and 

many others and in genera-

tions of songwriters and 

musicians influenced by the 

Motown sound. 

“Their structures were 

simple and direct,” Gerri 

Hirshey wrote in the 

Motown history “Nowhere 

to Run: The Story of Soul 

Music,” published in 1984. 

“Sometimes a song barreled 

to number one on the sheer 

voice of repetitive hooks, 

like a fast-food jingle that 

lurks, subliminally, until it 

connects with real hunger.” 

Brian Wilson, Ronnie 

Wood and Mick Hucknall 

were among the many musi-

cians offering tributes 

Tuesday. Carole King, who 

with then-husband Gerry 

Goffin was another leading 

hitmaker of the ’60s, tweet-

ed that “striving to keep up 

with them made us better 

songwriters.” 

The polish of H-D-H was 

ideally suited for Motown’s 

signature act, Diana Ross 

and the Supremes, for 

whom they wrote 10 No. 1 

songs, among them “Where 

Did Our Love Go,” “Stop! 

In the Name of Love” and 

“You Can’t Hurry Love.” 

Expectations were so high 

that when “Nothing But  

 

Continue Dozier Page 5

Photo Courtsey/NNPA

Tax holiday 2022 in Texas will begin on 
Friday, August 12 

and ends on  
Sunday, August 14 
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Having returned 

again to Ephesus, 

Paul encountered 

some disciples, and 

“said unto them, Have 

ye received the Holy 

Ghost since ye 

believed?”  That ques-

tion may be more 

accurately translated: 

“Did ye receive the 

Holy Spirit when ye 

believed” (vv. 1-2).  

According to verse 3, 

these people were 

baptized, but they had 

not experienced salva-

tion.  Then the 

Apostle Paul 

explained to them that 

they must believe in 

Christ to be saved (vv. 

4-5).  The baptism of 

John was a “baptism 

of repentance.”  

John’s baptizing min-

istry was a prepara-

tion for the coming of 

Jesus Christ.  As a 

result of Paul laying 

his hands on these dis-

ciples, the Holy Spirit 

came on these disci-

ples and they spoke in 

tongues and prophe-

sied, and the number 

of men was twelve 

(vv. 6-7). 

With Paul having to 

separate from the syn-

agogue due to the 

opposition against 

him, Paul moved his 

place of ministry to 

the school of 

Tyrannus for a period 

of two years.  Paul 

had made an impact in 

Asia, for both the 

Jews and the Greeks 

heard the word (vv. 8-

10).  In reference to 

verses 11-12, God’s 

hand of blessing and 

endorsement was on 

Paul as he healed peo-

ple with diseases, and 

even evil spirits 

departed.  The inci-

dent in verses 13-17 

proved that the mira-

cles of Paul cannot be 

duplicated; in addi-

tion, through the mir-

acles of Paul, the Lord 

Jesus was magnified.  

Furthermore, many 

Christians who had 

been involved in sor-

cery and spiritism 

openly confessed 

their evil deeds and 

burned their manuals 

of sorcery (vv. 18-17). 

In verse 20, Dr. 

Luke gives a beautiful 

progress report of the 

word (Acts 6:7, 

12:24, 13:49).  In 

verses 21-41, Paul has 

decided to travel to 

Jerusalem and then on 

to Rome.  However, 

before Paul leaves 

Ephesus, there is a 

riot, led by 

Demetrius, a silver-

smith, whose idol-

making business is 

being ruined by the 

mass conversion of 

the population! (vv. 

23-28).  The magis-

trates finally quiet the 

crowds, insisting that 

if anyone has a griev-

ance, it should be han-

dled through the 

courts or in a legal 

assembly (vv. 35-41). 

 

May God Bless!               

Church Directory

 

THE THIRD MISSIONARY 

JOURNEY OF PAUL EPHESUS 

ACTS 19:1-41
 

 

      

By Rev. Johnny Calvin Smith  
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Beach, Florida, is currently 

under siege, raided, and 

occupied by a large group of 

FBI agents,” Trump wrote. 

“Nothing like this has ever 

happened to a President of 

the United States before.” 

“After working and coop-

erating with the relevant 

Government agencies, this 

unannounced raid on my 

home was not necessary or 

appropriate,” Trump said in 

his statement. 

Justice Department 

spokesperson Dena Iverson 

declined to comment on the 

search, including about 

whether Attorney General 

Merrick Garland had per-

sonally authorized it. 

Trump did not elaborate 

on the basis for the search, 

but the Justice Department 

has been investigating the 

potential mishandling of 

classified information after 

the National Archives and 

Records Administration said 

it had received from Mar-a-

Lago 15 boxes of White 

House records, including 

documents containing clas-

sified information, earlier 

this year. The National 

Archives said Trump should 

have turned over that mate-

rial upon leaving office, and 

it asked the Justice 

Department to investigate. 

There are multiple federal 

laws governing the handling 

of classified records and 

sensitive government docu-

ments, including statutes 

that make it a crime to 

remove such material and 

retain it at an unauthorized 

location. Though a search 

warrant does not suggest 

that criminal charges are 

near or even expected, fed-

eral officials looking to 

obtain one must first demon-

strate to a judge that they 

have probable cause that a 

crime occurred. 

Two people familiar with 

the matter, who spoke on 

condition of anonymity to 

discuss an ongoing investi-

gation, said the search hap-

pened earlier Monday and 

was related to the records 

probe. Agents were also 

looking to see if Trump had 

additional presidential 

records or any classified 

documents at the estate. 

Trump has previously 

maintained that presidential 

records were turned over “in 

an ordinary and routine 

process.” His son Eric said 

on Fox News on Monday 

night that he had spent the 

day with his father and that 

the search happened 

because “the National 

Archives wanted to corrobo-

rate whether or not Donald 

Trump had any documents 

in his possession.” 

Asked how the docu-

ments ended up at Mar-a-

Lago, Eric Trump said the 

boxes were among items 

that got moved out of the 

White House during “six 

hours” on Inauguration Day, 

as the Bidens prepared to 

move into the building. 

“My father always kept 

press clippings,” Eric Trump 

said. “He had boxes, when 

he moved out of the White 

House.” 

Trump emerged from 

Trump Tower in New York 

City shortly before 8 p.m. 

and waved to bystanders 

before being driven away in 

an SUV. 

In his first public remarks 

since news of the search sur-

faced, Trump made no men-

tion of it during a tele-town 

hall on behalf of Leora 

Levy, the Connecticut 

Republican he has endorsed 

in Tuesday’s U.S. Senate 

primary to pick a general 

election opponent against 

Democratic U.S. Sen. 

Richard Blumenthal. Trump 

gave his public backing to 

Levy late last week, calling 

her on Monday the best pick 

“to replace Connecticut’s 

joke of a senator.” 

But in a social media post 

Monday night, he was much 

more unguarded, calling the 

search a “weaponization of 

the Justice System, and an 

attack by Radical Left 

Democrats who desperately 

don’t want me to run for 

President in 2024.” 

Other Republicans 

echoed that message. GOP 

National Committee Chair 

Ronna McDaniel denounc-

ing the search as “outra-

geous” and said it was a rea-

son for voters to turn out in 

November. 

Florida Gov. Ron 

DeSantis, a Republican who 

is considered a potential 

2024 presidential candidate, 

said in a statement on 

Twitter that it was “an esca-

lation in the weaponization” 

of U.S. government agen-

cies. Kevin McCarthy, the 

House Minority Leader, said 

in a tweet that the Justice 

Department “has reached an 

intolerable state of 

weaponized politicization” 

and said that if Republicans 

win control of the U.S. 

House, they will investigate 

the department. 

That Trump would 

become entangled in a probe 

into the handling of classi-

fied information is all the 

more striking given how he 

tried during the 2016 presi-

dential election to exploit an 

FBI investigation into his 

Democratic opponent, 

Hillary Clinton, over 

whether she mishandled 

classified information via a 

private email server she 

used as secretary of state. 

Then-FBI Director James 

Comey concluded that 

Clinton had sent and 

received classified informa-

tion but the FBI did not rec-

ommend criminal charges 

because it determined that 

Clinton had not intended to 

break the law. 

Trump lambasted that 

decision and then stepped up 

his criticism of the FBI as 

agents began investigating 

whether his campaign had 

colluded with Russia to tip 

the 2016 election. He fired 

Comey during that probe, 

and though he appointed 

Wray months later, he 

repeatedly criticized him too 

as president. 
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Serena Williams 

Announces Retirement 

from Tennis
Serena Williams is giving 

tennis one last hurrah before 

hanging up her racket for 

good. 

With 23 Grand Slam titles 

and 192 career wins, 

Williams announced that 

she’s retiring following next 

month’s U.S. Open. 

“This morning, my 

daughter, Olympia, who 

turns five this month, and I 

were on our way to get her a 

new passport before a trip to 

Europe. We’re in my car, 

and she’s holding my phone, 

using an interactive educa-

tional app she likes,” 

Williams penned in the 

September 2022 issue of 

Vogue Magazine. 

“This robot voice asks her 

a question: What do you 

want to be when you grow 

up? She doesn’t know I’m 

listening, but I can hear the 

answer she whispers into the 

phone. She says, “I want to 

be a big sister.” 

Williams said it’s time for 

her to focus on family. 

Earlier this year, Williams 

penned an essay for Elle 

Magazine in which she 

recounted her reckoning that 

proved once again that 

Black women remain three 

times more likely to die after 

childbirth than white 

women. 

She said she was almost 

one of them. 

“I’ve suffered every 

injury imaginable, and I 

know my body,” she wrote. 

“Giving birth to my baby, it 

turned out, was a test for 

how loud and how often I 

would have to call out 

before I was finally heard.” 

As Williams recounted, 

she had a “wonderful preg-

nancy” with her first child, 

Alexis Olympia, and even 

her epidural-free delivery 

was going well – at first. 

“By the next morning, the 

contractions were coming 

harder and faster. With each 

FILE - Serena Williams gives the thumbs up as she holds her trophy after defeating her 

sister Venus in the women's singles final on the Centre Court at the All England Lawn 

Tennis Championships at Wimbledon, Saturday July 5, 2003. (AP Photo/Jytte Nielsen, 

File)

one, my baby’s heart rate 

plummeted. I was scared,” 

she continued. 

“Every time the baby’s 

heart rate dropped, the nurs-

es would come in and tell 

me to turn onto my side. The 

baby’s heart rate would go 

back up, and everything 

seemed fine. 

“Then, I’d have another 

contraction, and baby’s 

heart rate would drop again, 

but I’d turn over, and the 

rate would go back up, and 

so on and so forth.” 

The CDC noted signifi-

cant disparities in the 

birthing experience of Black 

women in its most recent 

report. 

The agency noted that 

Black women are three 

times more likely to die 

from a pregnancy-related 

cause than white women. 

The agency said multiple 

factors contribute to these 

disparities, such as variation 

in quality healthcare, under-

lying chronic conditions, 

structural racism, and 

implicit bias. 

The CDC added that 

social determinants of 

health prevent many people 

from racial and ethnic 

minority groups from hav-

ing fair economic, physical, 

and emotional health oppor-

tunities. 

After an emergency C-

section, Williams gave birth 

to her daughter, Alexis. 

“I have never liked the 

word retirement,” Williams 

wrote for Vogue. 

“It doesn’t feel like a 

modern word to me. I’ve 

been thinking of this as a 

transition, but I want to be 

sensitive about how I use 

that word, which means 

something very specific and 

important to a community of 

people. 

“Maybe the best word to 

describe what I’m up to is 

evolution. I’m here to tell 

you that I’m evolving away 

from tennis toward other 

things that are important to 

me.” 

The U.S. Open, which 

begins in New York on 

August 29, will be 

Williams’ last tournament. 

“Unfortunately, I wasn’t 

ready to win Wimbledon 

this year. And I don’t know 

if I will be ready to win New 

York,” Williams stated, 

directing her message to her 

fans. 

“But I’m going to try. 

And the lead-up tourna-

ments will be fun. I’m not 

looking for some ceremoni-

al, final on-court moment. 

I’m terrible at goodbyes, the 

world’s worst. 

“But please know that I 

am more grateful for you 

than I can ever express in 

words. You have carried me 

to so many wins and so 

many trophies. I’m going to 

miss that version of me, that 

girl who played tennis. And 

I’m going to miss you.” 
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Heartaches” failed to make 

the top 10 in 1965, Gordy 

sent a company memo 

demanding that Motown 

only release chart toppers 

for the Supremes, Ran order 

H-D-H obeyed with “I Hear 

a Symphony” and several 

more records. 

Holland-Dozier-Holland 

weren’t above formulas or 

closely repeating a previous 

hit, but they worked in vari-

ous moods and styles: the 

casual joy of “How Sweet It 

Is (To Be Loved by You),” 

the escalating desire of 

“Heat Wave,” the urgency of 

“Reach Out (I’ll Be There).” 

Dozier’s focus was on 

melody and arrangements, 

whether the haunting echoes 

of the Vandellas’ backing 

vocals on “Nowhere To 

Run,” flashing lights of gui-

tar that drive the Supremes’ 

“You Keep Me Hanging 

On,” or the hypnotic gospel 

piano on Gaye’s “Can I Get 

a Witness.” 

“All the songs started out 

as slow ballads, but when 

we were in the studio we’d 

pick up the tempo,” Dozier 

told the Guardian in 2001. 

“The songs had to be fast 

because they were for 

teenagers - otherwise it 

would have been more like 

something for your parents. 

The emotion was still there, 

it was just under cover of the 

optimism that you got from 

the up-tempo beat.” 

The prime of H-D-H, and 

of Motown, ended in 1968 

amid questions and legal 

disputes over royalties and 

other issues. H-D-H left the 

label, and neither side would 

recover. The Four Tops and 

the Supremes were among 

the acts who suffered from 

no longer having their most 

dependable writers. 

Meanwhile, H-D-H’s efforts 

to start their own business 

fell far short of Motown. 

The labels Invictus and Hot 

Wax both faded within a few 

years, and Dozier would 

recall with disbelief the 

Hollands’ turning down 

such future superstars as Al 

Green and George Clinton. 

H-D-H did release several 

hits, including Freda 

Payne’s “Band of Gold” and 

Honey Cone’s “Want Ads.” 

Holland-Dozier-Holland 

were inducted into the 

Songwriters Hall of Fame in 

1988 and the Rock and Roll 

Hall of Fame two years 

later. On his own, Dozier 

had a top 20 hit with 

“Trying to Hold on to My 

Woman,” helped produce 

Aretha Franklin’s “Sweet 

Passion” album and collabo-

rated with Eric Clapton and 

Hucknall among others. His 

biggest success was co-writ-

ing Phil Collins’ chart-top-

ping “Two Hearts,” from the 

1988 movie “Buster,” a 

mid-tempo, Motown-style 

ballad that won a Grammy 

and Golden Globe and 

received an Oscar nomina-

tion. 

H-D-H reunited for a 

stage production of “The 

First Wives Club,” which 

premiered in 2009, but their 

time back together was brief 

and unhappy. Dozier and the 

Hollands clashed often and 

Dozier dropped out before 

the show launched. “I can’t 

see us ever working with 

Lamont again,” Eddie 

Holland wrote in “Come 

and Get These Memories,” a 

memoir by the Hollands that 

came out in 2019, the same 

year Dozier published the 

memoir “How Sweet It Is.” 

Dozier acknowledged 

that his early success con-

flicted with his family life, 

but he eventually settled 

down with Barbara Ullman, 

who died in 2021 after more 

than 40 years of marriage. 

His children included the 

songwriter-record producer 

Beau Dozier and composer 

Paris Ray Dozier. 

Like so many Motown 

artists, Dozier was born in 

Detroit and raised in a 
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Grand jury 

declines to indict 

woman in 

Emmett Till 

killing 
 

By MICHAEL GOLDBERG 

JACKSON, Miss. (AP) 

— A Mississippi grand jury 

has declined to indict the 

white woman whose accusa-

tion set off the lynching of 

Black teenager Emmett Till 

nearly 70 years ago, most 

likely closing the case that 

shocked a nation and galva-

nized the modern civil rights 

movement. 

After hearing more than 

seven hours of testimony 

from investigators and wit-

nesses, a Leflore County 

grand jury last week deter-

mined there was insufficient 

evidence to indict Carolyn 

Bryant Donham on charges 

of kidnapping and 

manslaughter, Leflore 

County District Attorney 

Dewayne Richardson said in 

a news release Tuesday. 

The decision comes 

despite recent revelations 

about an unserved arrest 

warrant and the 87-year-old 

Donham’s unpublished 

memoir. 

The Rev. Wheeler Parker, 

Jr., Emmett Till’s cousin and 

the last living witness to 

Till’s Aug. 28, 1955, abduc-

tion, said Tuesday’s 

announcement is “unfortu-

nate, but predictable.” 

“The prosecutor tried his 

best, and we appreciate his 

efforts, but he alone cannot 

undo hundreds of years of 

anti-Black systems that 

guaranteed those who killed 

Emmett Till would go 

unpunished, to this day,” 

Parker said in a statement. 

“The fact remains that the 

people who abducted, tor-

tured, and murdered Emmett 

did so in plain sight, and our 

American justice system 

was and continues to be set 

up in such a way that they 

In this 1955 file photo, 
Carolyn Bryant poses for a 

photo. 
AP Photo/Gene Herrick 

File 

could not be brought to jus-

tice for their heinous 

crimes.” 

An email and voicemail 

seeking comment from 

Donham’s son Tom Bryant 

weren’t immediately 

returned Tuesday. 

In June, a group search-

ing the basement of the 

Leflore County Courthouse 

discovered the unserved 

arrest warrant charging 

Donham, then-husband Roy 

Bryant and brother-in-law 

J.W. Milam in Till’s abduc-

tion in 1955. While the men 

were arrested and acquitted 

on murder charges in Till’s 

subsequent slaying, 

Donham, 21 at the time, was 

never taken into custody. 

The 14-year-old Chicago 

boy was visiting relatives in 

Mississippi when he and 

some other children went to 

the store in the town of 

Money where Carolyn 

Bryant worked. Relatives 

told the AP that Till had 

whistled at the white 

woman, but denied that he 

touched her. 
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The Social Crisis, Black 
Folks and the Economy 

By John E. Warren, Publisher, The San Diego Voice & Viewpoint  

today in America. For 

African Americans, too 

many of us are still experi-

encing the worst of times, 

and things will not get better 

unless we decide to make 

them so. While America is 

excited about abortions and 

gun violence, we have been 

victims of the latter, with 

civil rights violations and 

voter suppression being 

more important than abor-

tions to most of us. The 

speed with which the 

President moved with an 

Executive Order to assist the 

abortion issue and his men-

tioning of overturning the 

Filibuster Rule were both 

absent on the Voting Rights 

and Civil Rights issues.  

Nevertheless, it is now 

our turn to correct all this. 

Just as our votes made Joe 

Biden president and sent two 

U.S. senators to the Senate 

from the State of Georgia, it 

is now our turn to rally in 

every state that the Trump 

people are trying to “Steal” 

in the coming elections. We 

must vote out their support-

ers.  

This means that no matter 

what the social issues that 

emerge, we must stay 

focused on who is seeking to 

get elected and whether they 

will commit to overturning 

the Filibuster Rule in the 

Senate.  

While some say we need 

two more U.S. Senators so 

that we can break the choke-

hold of Senator Manchin 

and Senator Sinema, who 

vote with the Republicans 

on all issues, we must exam-

ine all the Senate races and 

throw our support into every 

state race where we find a 

candidate who will commit 

to our agenda. Remember, 

only one third of the Senate 

is up for election each elec-

tion cycle. Just as in 

Georgia, we can make a dif-

ference. 

Trump and the 

Conservative Right are 

counting on a low voter 

turnout in November, just 

four months away. From the 

voter turnout in most pri-

maries so far, they have been 

right.  

Let's remember that we, 

as Black people, are respon-

sible for the Voting Rights 

Act, and the Civil Rights 

Act. We elected Obama 

twice and Biden once.  

We are not apathetic. We 

are just tired. But we cannot 

stop to rest. As Robert Frost 

wrote, “The woods are dark 

and deep, but I have miles to 

go before I sleep.” 

Voter Registration and 

Voter Turnout in all 50 

States must become our 

Number One Priority, at all 

costs. More important than 

abortions, homelessness, 

high gas prices and bad 

Supreme Court Decisions. 

Let registration begin and 

let's track the numbers week 

by week. As Rev. Ben 

Chavis, President of the 

National Newspaper 

Publishers Association has 

said, “We want 10 million 

new registered voters by 

November 2022. Let's make 

this the “Best of Times” in 

spite of what appears to be 

the “Worst of Times.” 

John E. Warren

It appears that we contin-

ue to live in Charles 

Dickens’ “A Tale of Two 

Cities.”  He wrote these 

words: “It was the best of 

times, it was the worst of 

times, it was the age of wis-

dom, it was the age of fool-

ishness, it was the epoch of 

belief, it was the epoch of 

incredulity, it was the season 

of light, it was the season of 

darkness, it was the spring of 

hope, it was the winter of 

despair.” 

Where you fit in between 

“the best of times” and “the 

worst of times” really 

depends on who you are 
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family of singers and musi-

cians. He sang in the choir 

of his Baptist church and 

his love for words was 

affirmed by a grade school 

teacher who, he recalled, 

liked one of his poems so 

much she kept it on the 

blackboard for a month. By 

the late 1950s, he was a 

professional singer and 

eventually signed with 

Motown, where he first 

worked with Brian 

Holland, and then Eddie 

Holland, who wrote most 

of the lyrics. 

Some of Motown’s 

biggest hits and catchiest 

phrases originated from 

Dozier’s domestic life. He 

remembered his grandfa-

ther’s addressing women as 

“Sugar pie, honey bunch,” 

the opening words and 

ongoing refrain of the Four 

Tops’ “I Can’t Help Myself 

(Sugar Pie, Honey 

Bunch).” The Four Tops hit 

“Bernadette” was inspired 

by all three songwriters 

having troubles with 

women named Bernadette, 

while an argument with 

another Dozier girlfriend 

helped inspire a Supremes 

favorite. 

“She was pretty heated 

up because I was quite the 

ladies’ man at that time and 

I’d been cheating on her,” 

Dozier told the Guardian. 

“So she started telling me 

off and swinging at me 

until I said, ‘Stop! In the 

name of love!’ And as soon 

as I’d said it I heard a cash 

register in my head and 

laughed. My girlfriend did-

n’t think it was very amus-

ing: we broke up. The only 

ones who were happy 

about it were the 

Supremes.”

In an unpublished mem-

oir obtained last month by 

The Associated Press, 

Donham said Milam and her 

husband brought Till to her 

in the middle of the night 

for identification but that 

she tried to help the youth 

by denying it was him. She 

claimed that Till then volun-

teered that he was the one 

they were looking for. 

Till’s battered, disfigured 

body was found days later 

in a river, where it was 

weighted down with a 

heavy metal fan. The deci-

sion by his mother, Mamie 

Till Mobley, to open Till’s 

casket for his funeral in 

Chicago demonstrated the 

horror of what had hap-

pened and added fuel to the 

civil rights movement. 

Following their acquittal, 

Bryant and Milam admitted 

to the abduction and killing 

in an interview with Look 

magazine. They were not 

charged with a federal 

crime, and both have long 

since died. 

In 2004, the U.S. 

Department of Justice 

Department opened an 

investigation of Till’s 

killing after it received 

inquiries about whether 

charges could be brought 

against anyone still living. 

Till’s body was exhumed, 

in part to confirm it was he. 

A 2005 autopsy found that 

Till died of a gunshot 

wound to the head, and that 

had fractures in his wrist 

bones, skull and femur. 

In 2006, the FBI 

launched its Cold Case 

Initiative in an effort to 

identify and investigate 

racially-motivated murders. 

Two years later, Congress 

passed the Emmett Till 

Unsolved Civil Rights 

Crime Act. 

The Justice Department 

said the statute of limita-

tions had run out on any 

potential federal crime, but 

the FBI worked with state 

investigators to determine if 

state charges could be 

brought. In February 2007, 

a Mississippi grand jury 

declined to indict anyone, 

and the Justice Department 

announced it was closing 

the case. 

But federal officials 

announced last year that 

they were once again clos-

ing their investigation, say-

ing there was “insufficient 

evidence to prove beyond a 

reasonable doubt that she 

lied to the FBI.” 

Timothy Tyson, the 

North Carolina historian 

who interviewed Donham 

for his 2017 book, “The 

Blood of Emmett Till,” said 

Tuesday that the newly 

rediscovered warrant did 

nothing to “appreciably 

change the concrete evi-

dence against her.” But he 

said the renewed focus on 

the case should “compel 

Americans” to face the 

racial and economic dispari-

ties that still exist here. 

“The Till case will not go 

away because the racism 

and ruthless indifference 

that created it remain with 

us,” he said in an email. 

“We see generations of 

Black children struggle 

against these obstacles, and 

many die due to systemic 

racism that is every bit as 

lethal as a rope or a 

revolver.” 
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Grand jury declines to 

indict woman in Emmett 

Till killing 
 

By MICHAEL GOLDBERG Emmett L.Till 

(AP Photo, File)
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Star-Studded Voting Rights Celebration 

Encourages 10 million More Registered 

Black Voters

Maxine Waters (D-Calif.), 

Sen. Cory Booker (D-N.J.), 

Dr. William Barber II, and 

Black Voters Matter Fund 

co-founder Latosha Brown. 

“We’ve got to make sure 

our Generation Z and 

Millennials don’t, as 

Malcolm X said, fall for the 

okey-doke,” Dr. Chavis 

exclaimed to the large gath-

ering outside the Thurgood 

Marshall Trust Building. 

“That they don’t fall for 

misinformation. Our history 

shows that if we continue 

fighting for freedom, we 

will win freedom,” Dr. 

Chavis said. 

“If we continue to fight 

for voting rights, we will 

win voting rights.” 

Morial called out the 

evils of misinformation and 

voter suppression. 

“There’s an effort to sup-

press and dilute our votes, 

but we cannot be thwarted, 

frustrated, or deterred,” 

Morial asserted. 

“Only determination and 

perseverance will help us 

ensure … because a lot is on 

the line. The violent insur-

rection threatened to bring 

this nation to its knees on 

January 6. But unfortunate-

ly, there are some in this 

country who don’t believe 

in representative democ-

racy. So don’t believe in 

the universality of the 

right to vote.” 

Intending to register 

10 million more Black 

voters before the 

midterm elections, 

Arnwine, Dr. Chavis, and 

others urged the crowd in 

D.C. and those watching via 

a livestream to join the cru-

sade. 

“We struggle, and we 

sacrifice not for ourselves,” 

Dr. Chavis asserted. “We 

struggle and sacrifice and 

go to the frontlines, and the 

best feeling in the world is 

to go to sleep at night and 

wake up in the morning 

knowing that you’ve done 

something for your free-

dom, for your right to vote. 

“Our sleeves are rolled 

up. We will have votercades 

and do everything we can to 

ensure that 10 million more 

Black people are registered 

to vote.” 

 

Barefoot Sanders Law 

Magnet Mock Trial team 

brings home the gold 
 
BY THE HUB  

Photo Courtesy/The HUB

Representing the Texas del-

egation, the Judge Barefoot 

Sanders Law Magnet Mock 

Trial team defeated 

Alabama and claimed the 

championship at the 

National Judicial 

Competition (NJC). The 

five-person team, who 

affectionately call them-

selves the “Five Guys,” are 

rising juniors Andrea 

Novoa, Ari Arceo, Lindsey 

Jenkins, and Mikayla 

Spivey, and rising sopho-

more Hannah Estrada. 

In addition, Law Magnet’s 

Naudia Terry won Best 

Plaintiff Attorney, and Titus 

Brown won Best Justice for 

the second year in a row. 

The Law Magnet mock trial 

team, coached by program 

director and alumnus Don 

Gonzalez, has finished in 

the top three in each of the 

last three nationals. 

Their championship run 

began in November when 

the team placed fifth at the 

district meet in Duncanville, 

qualifying for the state com-

petition in Austin. The team 

then improved upon their 

district results by finishing 

third at the state meet and 

qualifying for nationals. 

NJC is an annual competi-

tion for high school students 

in the model judicial com-

ponents—Appellate and 

Mock Trial—of the YMCA 

Youth and Government 

Program. Each Youth and 

Government state program 

conducts its own state com-

petition to determine who 

competes in the nationals 

Motown stars celebrate  

completion of museum  

expansion phases 
By MIKE HOUSEHOLDER 

DETROIT (AP) — The 

historic section of Detroit 

where Motown Records 

founder Berry Gordy Jr. 

built his music empire six 

decades ago is now looking 

better than ever. 

Motown legend — and 

Gordy’s best friend — 

Smokey Robinson was 

among those who visited 

the newly improved 

Motown Museum site on 

Monday night for an event 

celebrating the completion 

of the first two phases of the 

museum’s expansion. 

Robinson was joined by 

Otis Williams, Martha 

Reeves and other Motown 

luminaries in celebrating 

the grand opening of 

Hitsville NEXT, an educa-

tional programming and 

creative hub, and the newly 

established Rocket Plaza. 

“Kids who aren’t even 

born yet will be aware of 

Motown,” Robinson told 

The Associated Press during 

an interview ahead of the 

event held near the entrance 

to the museum. “Some of 

their parents weren’t even 

born when we started this. 

But it’s a wonderful thing.” 

The festivities included 

comments from Robinson 

and Williams, an original 

founding member of The 

Temptations who gifted 

microphones to the museum 

from his personal collec-

tion. 

And they concluded with 

a performance of the 

Temptations classic, “My 

Girl,” performed by the cast 

of the musical “Ain’t Too 

Proud,” and introduced by 

Marcus Paul James, who 

portrays Williams in the 

show.“I am very happy to 

be part of something — this 

here, Motown — (that will) 

outlast us all,” Williams 

said. 

The museum will contin-

ue to be housed in the 

famed “Hitsville, U.S.A” 

building at 2648 West 

Grand Boulevard. 

But three nearby 

Motown-era buildings have 

been transformed into 

Hitsville NEXT, which will 

be home to camps, work-

shops, master classes and 

community events. It repre-

sents the first phase of the 

museum’s expansion. 

Phase two is Rocket 

Plaza, an outdoor plaza that 

will serve as a community 

gathering place and a wel-

come destination for muse-

um visitors. 

“This plaza is the new 

front porch to Motown,” 

said Robin Terry, Motown 

Museum chairwoman and 

CEO. 

Gordy launched Motown 

in 1959. His late sister, 

Esther Gordy Edwards, 

founded the museum in the 

former Hitsville headquar-

ters in 1985. In addition to 

Robinson and The 

Temptations, Stevie 

Wonder, The Supremes, 

Marvin Gaye and many oth-

ers recorded hits there 

before Motown moved to 

California in 1972. 

The museum is inviting 

the community to its 

Founder’s Day celebration 

on Saturday in honor of 

Gordy Edwards, the reopen-

ing and the completed 

expansion phases. 

And the museum on 

Sunday will welcome back 

visitors for tours of 

Hitsville, U.S.A. following 

pandemic- and construc-

tion-related closures. 

Martha Reeves -  

Photo/Daniel Mears/Detroit News via AP

 Otis Williams, left, and Smokey Robinson  

Photo/Daniel Mears/Detroit News via AP
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