
BY ALEXANDRA 

JAFFE, JULIE PACE  

and BILL BARROW, 

Associated Press 

 

WASHINGTON (AP) 

— Former President 

Barack Obama endorsed 

Joe Biden on Tuesday, 

giving the presumptive 

Democratic presidential 

nominee a boost from the 

party’s biggest fundraiser 

and one of its most popu-

lar figures. 

“Joe has the character 

and the experience to 

guide us through one of 

our darkest times and heal 

us through a long recov-

ery,” Obama said in a 12-

minute video in which he 

argued the coronavirus 

pandemic reinforced the 

need for better leadership. 

The endorsement 

marked Obama’s return to 

presidential politics more 

than three years after 

leaving the White House. 

He didn’t mention his 

successor, President 

Donald Trump, by name 

and instead sought to 

bridge the ideological 

divide among Democrats. 

Obama commended 

Bernie Sanders, who was 

the leading progressive 

foil to Biden during the 

Democratic primary. The 

Vermont senator ended 

his campaign last week 

and threw his support 

behind Biden on Monday. 

The former president 

called Sanders an 

“American original” and 

backed his frequent call 

for “structural change.” 

But he also said that 

while Democrats “may 

not always agree on every 

detail,” they must unify to 

defeat Republicans. 

“The Republicans occu-

pying the White House 

and running the U.S. 

Senate are not interested 

in progress,” he said. 

“They’re interested in 

power.” 

Sanders reiterated his 

support of Biden on 

Tuesday, saying it would 

be “irresponsible” for his 

own supporters not to 

back the former vice pres-

ident. 

“I will do everything I 

can to help elect Joe,” 

Sanders said in an inter-

view. “We had a con-

tentious campaign. We 

disagree on issues. But 

my job now is to not only 

rally my supporters, but 

to do everything I can to 

bring the party together to 

see that (Trump) is not 

elected president.” 

Elizabeth Warren is the 

only former Democratic 

presidential candidate 

who hasn’t yet backed 

Biden. The Massachusetts 

senator is expected to do 

so soon, according to a 

person familiar with her 

plans who spoke on con-

dition of anonymity to 

discuss her thinking. 

Two other prominent 

Democrats who have yet 

to publicly back Biden 

are former President Bill 

Clinton and Hillary 

Clinton, the party’s 2016 

nominee. Hillary Clinton 

has been in regular touch 

with Biden, including 

several times since 

Sanders dropped out of 

the race, according to an 

aide. 

Obama avoided inter-

vening in the Democratic 

primary, but followed the 

race closely from the 

sidelines and is eager to 

take a more active public 

role. He’s expected to 

headline fundraisers for 

Biden and public events 

in key swing states, if 

such gatherings can still 

be held given social dis-

tancing guidelines during 

the coronavirus pandem-

ic. 

After his endorsement 

was released, Obama sent 

a fundraising appeal to 

Biden supporters, asking 

for donations ranging 

from $5 to $100. 
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Obama Endorses Biden as the 

Best Leader for 'Darkest Times'
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See Community Calendar, page 3

Former President Barack Obama has endorsed Joe Biden, saying Biden has 
“all the qualities we need in a president right now.”. 

LOS ANGELES (AP) 

— “Mrs. America,” which 

dramatizes the Equal 

Rights Amendment fight 

that pitted a surprising and 

determined opponent 

against a deep bench of 

supporters, is a marvel in 

many ways. 

The impressive cast 

includes Cate Blanchett 

and Margo Martindale. 

The miniseries was creat-

ed by a woman, Dahvi 

Waller, and largely written 

and directed by women. 

 

See Page 3 

Mrs. America’ ERA miniseries 

gives women of color their due 

This combination photo shows Shirley Chisholm, D-N.Y., the first black woman elected to Congress 
and an outspoken advocate for women and minorities in this 1971 file photo, left, and actress Uzo 
Aduba as Shirley Chisholm in a scene from the miniseries "Mrs. America," an FX original series 

premiered April 15 on Hulu. (AP Photo, left, and Sabrina Lantos/FX via AP) 

Blanton Elementary coach 

encourages families to stay fit

BY THE HUB ON 

APRIL 9, 2020 

 

DALLAS — A. W. 

Blanton Elementary 

School has always pro-

moted its main values — 

friendship, excellence, 

courage and knowledge – 

generating impact in the 

community. 

To continue to pro-

vide the meaning of 

those values to the 

Blanton Bruins, 

Freddie Harris, a 

physical education 

coach for the school, 

and also a personal 

fitness instructor, 

had the idea of shar-

ing daily workout 

videos with the stu-

dents each morning, 

through his YouTube 

Channel 'Coach 

Harris.' 

The videos are 

shared with Blanton 

students and families 

on the school’s 

Facebook page to 

motivate everyone – 

kids and adults – to get up 

and move.  

 

See Page 6

Photo courtesy: Dallas ISD  
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Comcast has made near-

ly 2,000 hours of pro-
gramming and thousands 
of free titles available to 
Xfinity video customers to 
give children and their 
parents quick and easy 
access to educational pro-
gramming by grade level, 
as part of the company’s 
comprehensive response 
to the COVID-19 crisis. 

The collection is a joint 
effort with “Common 
Sense Media,” the leading 
source of entertainment 
and technology recom-
mendations for families 
whose trusted age-based 
ratings and reviews are 
integrated into Xfinity on 
Demand. 

“Xfinity is making thou-
sands of hours of educa-
tional programming and 
resources available to our 
customers through Xfinity 
on Demand as we know 
how challenging it is for 
families right now who are 
suddenly homeschooling 
young children — many 
with both parents work-
ing, as well,” said Rebecca 
Heap, Comcast senior vice 
president of video and 
entertainment. “The pro-
gramming selected in part-
nership with Common 
Sense Media is available 
in one comprehensive des-
tination organized by 
grade level to make it as 
easy as possible for par-
ents to find what is most 
relevant to their family.” 

Xfinity customers with 
X1 or Flex can say 
“Education” or, if their 
voice search language is 
set to Spanish, 
“Educación,” into the 
Xfinity Voice Remote to 
access content available to 
them by grades K-2, 3-5, 
6-8, and 9-12 and also for 
all ages currently includ-
ing: 

• Free programs from 
subscription video on 
demand services 
(SVODS) Bluprint, 
CuriosityStream, The 
Great Courses Signature 
Collection, Grokker Yoga 
Fitness, History Vault, 
Kids Room and The 
Reading Corner. 

•Additional free adult 
continuing education pro-

gramming from these 
SVODS focused on the 
“Mind,” “Body,” and 
“Soul” spanning biogra-
phies; podcasts on a range 
of topics including tech-
nology and business; 
yoga; dance; food and 
cooking; fitness; wellness; 
ballets and operas; and 
gardening. 

• Educational series 
from networks and 
streaming services includ-
ing Animal Planet, 
History, Nick Jr., PBS 
Kids, Smithsonian 
Channel and more. 

• Spanish language pro-
gramming available from 
networks including 
CBeebies, Discovery 
Familia and Kids Central. 

• Firsthand interviews 
and historical narratives 
from Voices of the Civil 
Rights Movement, 
Comcast’s signature com-
memorative programming 
initiative honoring the 
impact and legacy of the 
movement. 

• Comcast has also 
enlisted the guidance of 
Natascha Crandall, a psy-
chologist and educator, to 
program the content 
across English Language 
Arts, math, science, and 
social studies based on 
grade-appropriate guide-
lines aligned with the cur-
rent U.S. school curricu-
lum. 

PRESS ROOM: Comcast Launches 

Xfinity Education Destination for K-12

Coronavirus relief 

checks won’t have to 

be repaid, feds say

By AMANDA SEITZ 

 

CHICAGO (AP) — 

Videos and online reports 

claiming that millions of 

Americans will have to 

repay the relief checks 

they receive from the fed-

eral government under the 

$2.2 trillion coronavirus 

economic recovery bill are 

not true. 

The government began 

issuing the one-time pay-

ments this week. Most 

adults who earned up to 

$75,000 will see a $1,200 

payout, while married 

couples who made up to 

$150,000 can expect to get 

$2,400. Parents will get 

payments of $500 per 

child. The checks will be 

directly deposited into 

bank accounts or mailed to 

households, depending on 

how you’ve filed your tax 

returns in the past. 

In recent days, social 

media posts have falsely 

claimed there’s one catch 

to this money -- that you’ll 

eventually have to pay it 

back. 

“Next year, you’re auto-

matically going to owe 

$1,200 come tax season,” 

one of the videos, viewed 

hundreds of thousands of 

times on YouTube, falsely 

claims. The video has also 

been shared widely on 

social media platforms 

including Facebook, 

Instagram, Twitter and 

TikTok. 

The U.S. Treasury 

Department and Internal 

Revenue Service, which 

are working to deliver the 

money to people, con-

firmed to The Associated 

Press that households will 

not have to pay back the 

money in next year’s tax 

filing. 

“This is not an advance 

and there is absolutely no 

obligation to pay it back,” 

Treasury spokeswoman 

Patricia McLaughlin said 

in an email. 



EDITORIAL PAGE
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Dr. Mary E. Beck, 
Chairperson 

Dr. Theronica Bond 
Atty. Theodora Lee, Co‐

Chair 
Atty. Gary Bond 
Mrs. Mollie Belt 

 
STAFF 

Dr. Theronica Bond 
President/CEO 

Mrs. Shirley Gray 
Publisher/Manager 

Operations,  
Billing & Collection 

Ms. Chloe Buckley 
Manager/ Production    

Mrs. Mattie Weatherman 
Production 

Ms. Erma J. Davis 
Production 

 
Atty. Gary Bond, Legal 

Counselor 
Dr. George Willis, Consulting 

 
STAFF WRITERS 

Rev. Johnny C. Smith 
Dr. Colleen White 
Dr. J. Ester Davis 

 
CIRCULATION 

Mrs. Joan Fowler  
Mr. Jermain Clemon 

Mr. Rick Weatherman  
 

ADVERTISING 
Ms. Chloe Buckley 
Mrs. Shirley Gray 

 
PRODUCTION 

Ms. Chloe Buckley 
Mrs. Mattie Weatherman 

Ms. Erma J. Davis 

The Dallas Post Tribune is pub‐
lished weekly by the Tribune 
Publishing  
Incorporated, 2726 S. Beckley, 
Dallas, Texas, 75224, Bulk Rate 
[1345].  Postage is paid to the 
Dallas Postmaster.  Send address 
changes to The Dallas Post 
Tribune, P.O. Box 570769,  Dallas, 
Texas, 75357‐0769.  THE DALLAS 
POST TRIBUNE is not responsible 
for unsolicited materials.  Address 
all correspondence to EDITOR, The 
Dallas Post Tribune, P.O. Box 
763939, Dallas, Texas 75376‐3939 
or e‐mail production@dallaspost‐
trib.net.  All articles should be 
addressed to the appropriate staff 
member.  Advertisements, articles, 
editorials, letters to the editor and 
cartoons appearing in the paper do 
not necessarily represent the phi‐
losophy or views of The Dallas Post 
Tribune. 

 
Regulations for Publication 

1)      We reserve the right to edit 
articles for content and proper 
grammar. We also reserve the 
right to truncate articles for space 
requirements. 
2)      We reserve the right to 
refuse any advertisement or can‐
cel any advertisement contract. 
3)      Deadline for receipt of arti‐
cles is MONDAY AT NOON WITH 
NO EXCEPTIONS unless author‐
ized by the publisher. 
4)      Deadline for receipt of 
advertisements is MONDAY AT 
NOON.  Advertisements will not 
be received after that point unless 
they are camera ready and have 
been approved by the publisher. 
5)      All articles and advertise‐
ments must be proofed by the 
article placer or advertiser.  We 
will not be held responsible for 
any errors if the article placer or 
advertiser does not proof their 
article or advertisement. 
6)      Articles and advertisements 
received past the stated deadlines 
will be held over for the next pub‐
lication if applicable. 
7)      We will not be held respon‐
sible for pictures that are not 
claimed after two (2) weeks.  
Pictures held after two (2) weeks 
are subject to disposal. 
8)      Advertisement positioning 
based on a first‐come basis.  
Positioning can be guaranteed for 
15% over total cost. 
Credo of The Black Press 
The Black Press believes that 
America can best lead the world 
away from racial and national 
antagonisms when it accords to 
every person, regardless of race, 
color or creed, full human and legal 
rights.  Hating no person, fearing 
no person, the Black Press strives 
to help every person in the firm 
belief that all are hurt as long as 
anyone is held back.

Editorial Board: Vice Chairman ‐ Mrs. Shirley Gray; Consultant 

 April 16 - 22, 2020 The Dallas Post Tribune Page 3

It’s Time to Renew 
Re-Subscribe to The Dallas Post Tribune 

Mail Check or Money Order to:Dallas Post Tribune  

P.O. Box 570769 Dallas, Texas 75357-0769 

One year in-State $65.00 One year out-of-State $75.00

Name_________________________________________ 

Address_______________________________________ 

City___________________________________________ 

State_________________________________________ 

Zip___________________________________________ 

Phone________________________________________ 

Check Number__________________________________ 

Signature______________________________________

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

Dallas, TX – Today, 

Congresswoman Eddie 

Bernice Johnson 

announced that the U.S. 

Department of 

Transportation Federal 

Aviation Administration 

(FAA) has awarded a total 

of $811,535,430 to air-

ports in Texas through the 

Coronavirus Aid, Relief, 

and Economic Security 

(CARES) Act. 

CARES Act funding is 

allocated to eligible U.S. 

airports to prevent, pre-

pare for, and respond to 

coronavirus impacts, 

including support for con-

tinuing airport operations. 

The Dallas Area 

Airports receiving fund-

ing through the CARES 

Act are: 

 

• Dallas-Fort Worth 

International Airport 

$299,199,046 

• Dallas Love Field 

Airport $53,813,334 

• Dallas Executive 

Airport-RBD $69,000 

• Addison Airport 

$157,000 

• Dallas CBD 

Vertiport $1,000 

 

“It is critical that we 

provide funding to keep 

our airports safe and oper-

ational,” said 

C o n g r e s s w o m a n 

Johnson. “These funds 

that we included in the 

CARES Act will allow 

airports to stay in reliable, 

safe operation to help 

serve the public and sup-

port the economy. My 

focus is on keeping air-

port and aviation industry 

employees employed and 

ensuring safe airports.” 

The CARES Act pro-

vides funds to increase the 

federal share to 100 per-

cent for the Airport 

Improvement Program 

(AIP) and supplemental 

discretionary grants 

already planned for fiscal 

year 2020. Under normal 

circumstances, AIP grant 

recipients contribute a 

matching percentage of 

the project costs. 

Providing this additional 

funding and eliminating 

the local share will allow 

critical safety and capaci-

ty projects to continue as 

planned regardless of air-

port sponsors’ current 

financial circumstances. 
 

Congresswoman Eddie Bernice Johnson Announces 
Federal Funding for Dallas Area Airports 

My Day 
By Dr. J. Ester Davis 

 
Did you get your notices 

in the mail this week 
about the 2020 Census?  
Did you spend the eight 
minutes to fill it out and 
return it?  What impact 
will COVID-19 have on 
the African American 
communities, especially 
in Dallas County’s tradi-
tional minority areas in 
and around the country?  
What is the definition of 
an ‘essential business’ in 
Dallas County?  Why is 
there an assumption that 
the word essential is a 
‘one-size-fit-all’  for all 
corners of the county?   

Dallas and its surround-
ing 28 plus cities have a 
lot to offer.  The world-
wide view of Dallas is 
most attractive on the 
global stage.  Dallas has 
more than 300 people 
moving here daily. In 
terms of growth Dallas is 
the 3rd fastest growing 
city bursting at the waist-
line for over a decade 

now. Cranes fill our skies 
like a flock of giant flying 
dinosaurs.  I could go on 
and on about Dallas. . . 
that is . . .before the music  
stopped.  Now we are 
confronted with “an 
enemy we underestimat-
ed” and called it names in 
January.  Before our 
unwelcomed  change 
maker appeared,  not all 
parts of the city were 
treated equally.  We were 
discussing gentrification, 
housing for the poor, 
healthcare strategies, and 
the demolition of the mid-
dle class and the hazards 
of construction-in-the-
city.      

Trust, a little five-letter 
word, is really all citizens 
expect when there is a cri-
sis, especially one that 
upon arrival has people 
dying at alarming and dis-
proportionate rates.   
Amid the high drama of 
COVID-19, Dallas 
County Commissioner 
John Wiley Price (JWP) 
met with the Dallas Black 
Media last week in 

Downtown Dallas.  We 
invited a millennial team 
with their high definition 
cell phones computers to 
capture the social media 
live audiences. Like it or 
not, the Commissioner is 
always the most prepared 
guest, the most  well-read, 
the undisputed one with 
the most history about any 
subject you want to enter-
tain.  In this interview 
with Dr. Robert Ashley, 
KHVN News Director, 
the Commissioner put an 
addendum to a question, 
“I am more concerned 
about my community 
after the virus”.  When 
you listen to the video, 
pay careful attention to 
what follows phrases like, 
“. . . in our community”, 
and “this is survival”.    
Being a prolific chal-
lenger, the Commissioner 
explains a situation to Dr. 
Ashley ending with, “. . . I 
did challenge them on this 
– and I will again”.  

The entire video is on 
YouTube.  On Facebook 
@Dallas Black Press, I 

think.  For your conven-
ience, we can send it to 
your cell phone and you 
can share it, because it is 
one of those dialogue that 
you want to listen to more 
than once.    So many 
thanks to Commissioner 
Price for your time during 
this time and the entire 
crew of excellent profes-
sionals.   

 

Ester Davis, BPEN. CFN. 

EDTV 

Facebook.com/ester.davis.39 

214.376.9000 (cell) 

NOTE:  For your reading 

pleasure, please read the Fact 

Sheets on Social Distancing. 

Commissioner JWP: “This is Survival”

Continued from Page 1 

 

It drills down on how 

the constitutional amend-

ment was blocked while 

deftly painting both the 

broader and finer points of 

America circa 1970, when 

a wife, as a jaw-dropping 

moment illustrates, need-

ed her husband to co-sign 

for credit. 

One more achievement: 

While the story is driven 

by Blanchett’s conserva-

tive powerhouse Phyllis 

Schlafly, attention is paid 

to the women of color 

who fought for civil rights 

and to make “second-

wave” feminism of the 

1960s and ’70s — succes-

sor to the suffrage move-

ment — address the obsta-

cles they alone faced. 

Gloria Steinem (Rose 

Byrne) and Betty Friedan 

(Tracey Ullman) are 

among the movement’s 

white luminaries featured 

in “Mrs. America,” but 

alongside them are 

African Americans 

including trailblazing 

politician Shirley 

Chisholm and firebrand 

activist and attorney 

Florynce “Flo” Kennedy, 

who are played, respec-

tively, by Uzo Aduba and 

Niecy Nash. 

While Chisholm is best 

known, “there are many 

Shirleys of the world we 

have never heard of,” 

Aduba said. “That’s why 

it’s so exciting to see a 

project like this, telling 

not only Shirley’s story 

but quite a few of these 

women that, I would 

argue, the population at 

large doesn’t know their 

names.” 

Chisholm was the first 

African American con-

gresswoman, the first 

major-party black candi-

date to seek the presiden-

cy and the first female 

Democrat to run. She’s 

heard loud and clear in 

episode three, which is 

anchored in the 1972 

Democratic convention 

and the machinations that 

pit Chisholm against what 

should be her sisters-in-

arms. 

In a revealing scene, 

Chisholm is pressured to 

end her bid in favor of 

eventual Democratic 

nominee Sen. George 

McGovern, with New 

York Rep. Bella Abzug 

(Martindale) chastising 

her for failing to get a 

campaign green light from 

the power brokers. 

Aduba, a two-time 

Emmy winner for 

“Orange Is the New 

Black,” quotes 

Chisholm’s succinct 

reply: “I didn’t get any-

where in this life waiting 

on someone’s permis-

sion.” 

The first three episodes 

of the miniseries debut 

Wednesday on FX on 

Hulu, the streaming plat-

form’s hub offering FX 

series and exclusive 

releases such as “Mrs. 

America.” The remaining 

six episodes will be out 

weekly through May 27, 

with an ensemble cast that 

includes Sarah Paulson, 

Elizabeth Banks, John 

Slattery, James Marsden 

and Jeanne Tripplehorn. 

 

Mrs. America’ ERA miniseries gives women of color their due 
 

FINANCIAL  

ASSISTANCE  

AVAILABLE 

 

•The City of Dallas 

Rental Assistance Social 

Services Financial 

Assistance provides emer-

gency assistance to indi-

viduals and families who 

have experienced a tempo-

rary financial crisis. The 

appointment lines are 

open Monday through 

Friday, from 9:00 a.m. to 

4:00 p.m. 

• Assistance with utility 

bills  up to once per year  

in an amount not to exceed 

$300 available for cus-

tomers of Reliant Energy, 

TXU and ATMOS Energy.
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former CEO/President 

Schedule your free design consultation

(844) 322-1733
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AUSTIN, TX — 

Governor Abbott unlaw-

fully exceeded his consti-

tutional authority by issu-

ing an executive order that 

suspends the rights that 

individuals, who are pre-

sumed innocent, have 

while facing criminal 

prosecution, according to 

a new lawsuit filed by the 

ACLU of Texas, Texas 

Fair Defense Project, the 

ACLU’s Criminal Law 

Reform Project and the 

Lawyers’ Committee for 

Civil Rights Under Law. 

The lawsuit, filed in the 

State District Court of 

Travis County, is on 

behalf of the misdemeanor 

magistrate judges of 

Harris County, three crim-

inal defense non-profit 

organizations and the 

NAACP of Texas. It states 

that the Governor’s March 

29 order, GA-13, unlaw-

fully attempts to remove 

discretion from judges 

about who can receive 

personal bonds and sus-

pend certain laws related 

to decisions about who 

can be released on person-

al bond, while the Texas 

Constitution clearly states 

that those decisions lie 

with the Judiciary and the 

power to suspend laws lies 

only with the Legislature. 

The lawsuit argues that the 

Texas Disaster Act also 

does not grant the 

Governor with this author-

ity. The lawsuit also states 

that GA-13 creates an 

unconstitutional wealth-

based system by banning 

the use of personal bonds 

for certain people, putting 

pre-trial freedom out of 

the reach of those unable 

to pay cash bail. 

“Governor Abbott’s ille-

gal executive order dispro-

portionately keeps poor 

people, people of color, 

and in particular African 

Americans jailed and 

therefore at a heightened 

risk of contracting 

COVID-19,” said Arthur 

Ago, criminal justice proj-

ect director for the 

Lawyers’ Committee for 

Civil Rights Under Law. 

“These individuals, many 

of whom are legally inno-

cent, have the right to peti-

tion for their freedom—a 

right that the governor has 

unconstitutionally taken 

from them. The governor 

must be prohibited from 

enforcing this executive 

order.” 

“The Texas Constitution 

makes it clear: The 

Governor does not have 

the authority to suspend 

state law, particularly 

those that govern our 

criminal justice system, 

even during an emer-

gency,” said Andre 

Segura, legal director for 

the ACLU of Texas. “At a 

time when public health 

experts agree that limiting 

the population in jails is 

critical to prevent out-

breaks of COVID-19, this 

order ties local officials’ 

hands in trying to mitigate 

the impact of the pandem-

ic for all Texans and pre-

vent loss of life. Under 

this order, those unable to 

afford bail are required to 

ride out a pandemic in the 

dangerous setting of a jail, 

while wealthier people are 

able to buy their way out.” 
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Property Management

PEST CONTROL

C L A S S I F I E D S    

Jerco Sales Lock and 

Key Sales 

3200 S Lancaster Rd.  

Ste, 414 

 

Stanley’s Catfish & 

Chicken 

3146 Cedar Crest Blvd.  

 

The Aldridge Family 

Pharmacy 

1408 Bonnieview Rd 

 

Prosperity Bank 

333 W Kiest Blvd 

 

South Dallas Cafe 

7035 Marvin D Love Fwy 

 

Hampton Library  

2951 Hampton Rd 

 

Chase Bank 

2833 MLK Blvd 

 

Baby Back Shak 

1800 S Akard St 

 

Black Jack Pizza 

2536 MLK Blvd 

 

Catfish Floyd 

710 Ann Arbor Ave 

 

Pal’s Food Mart 

2307 E Ann Arbor Ave 

 

Cash & Save 

1201 W Camp Wisdom 

Rd 

 

D’Ventures  

7474 S Lancaster Rd 

The Dallas Post Tribune is your community newspaper!  

We have great content online and on our social media page.  
 

www.dallasposttrib.com and on facebook @thedallasposttribune

NEED A COPY OF  THE  

DALLAS POST TRIBUNE?  

TRY ONE OF THESE LOCATIONS...

By TAMMY WEBBER, DEE-ANN DURBIN and ANNE D'INNOCENZIO 

CHICAGO (AP) — Bill Purdue waterproofs basements for a living, but he has 

spent the past few days in his buddy’s Washington, Indiana, auto trim and upholstery 

shop cutting rectangles of cotton fabric that his friend sews into face masks. 

Fashion designer Briana Danyele left Italy last month to return to her mother’s 

Greer, South Carolina, home, where she has turned the living room into a mini 

sewing factory, making masks that she embroiders with the words, “We Got This!” 

Continues on Page 3

Encouraged by “Roots” writer Alex Haley, 

A’Lelia Bundles began a decades long  

investigation into her great-great-grand-

mother’s life. Her carefully documented book 

has surprised readers ever since. 

 

By Ronda Racha Penrice 

 

A’Lelia Bundles now knows she was born to tell 

her great-great-grandmother’s remarkable story. 

Without her three-decade effort to document her 

family’s entrepreneurial journey and legacy, pio-

neering entrepreneur Madam C.J. Walker might 

have ended up a mere footnote in history. 

But it took encouragement from African 

American history icon and “Roots” writer Alex 

Haley to start Bundles on the journey. 

That story—of how Sarah Breedlove, born to 

formerly enslaved parents only recently emanci-

pated, founded the haircare company that would 

make her, as Madam C.J. Walker, reportedly the 

wealthiest self-made woman in the country at the 

time—serves as the backdrop to the new Netflix 

limited series “Self Made: Inspired by the Life Of 

Madam C.J. Walker,” starting March 20. 

Bundles’ definitive 2001 biography “On Her 

Own Ground” set the stage for Octavia Spencer’s 

new portrayal. An updated version, retitled “Self 

Made” to reflect the series, is available now as an 

audiobook and in print March 24.  

Bundles’ role in promoting her family’s legacy started in 1955, when the then-3-

year-old moved with her family to Indianapolis, where Madam Walker built her hair 

care empire. Growing up, Bundles was surrounded by that legacy: Her mother, 

A’Lelia Mae Perry Bundles, even served as vice president of the Madam C.J. Walker 

Manufacturing Company. 

In high school, Bundles wrote a paper on her and her mother’s namesake A’Lelia 

Walker, Breedlove’s daughter, and at Columbia 

University’s Graduate School of Journalism in 

1975 she accepted her professor’s encouragement 

to write her master’s paper on her family. 

It was her friendship with Haley, however, that 

truly helped her tell her great-great-grandmother’s 

story. 

“Alex kind of paved the way,” she said Zenger 

News. But the two met in the early 1980s because 

Haley wanted to novelize Madam Walker’s legacy. 

Though, she said, “the universe connected me to 

Alex,” she later realized she was was meant to write 

the story. 

Trailblazing author Haley, who ignited the 

genealogy movement encouraging African 

Americans to reclaim their African roots and her-

itage, later became Bundles’ mentor. 

“I learned a lot about storytelling from him and a 

lot on how you speak to audiences and relate to 

audiences. So, I just feel like that relationship was a 

gift for me,” she said. 

It’s a gift Bundles, who has written five books on 

Walker, has used well, says Philip J. Merrill, C
EO 

and founder of the Pennsylvania-based African 

American heritage consulting firm Nanny Jack & 

Company. 

“As a historian and as a material culture special-

ist, and an author, I’m going to go to the source,” 

said Merrill, w
hose book “Old West Baltimore” is 

forthcoming. When it comes to Madam C.J. 

Walker, he said, “the source is A’Lelia Bundles.” 

Bundles, who spent 30 years as an executive and Emmy-award-winning producer 

with ABC News and NBC News, spent more than two decades digging in archives, 

conducting in-person interviews and combing through artifacts before publishing 

“On Her Own Ground” in 2001. 
Continues on Page 6
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A story about the richest self-made woman in 

America, Madam C.J. Walker, comes to Netflix
 

“There is no royal flower-strewn path to success. If there were,  I have not found it.  I would 

not have accomplished anything in life; it is because I have been willing to work hard.”  

- Madam C.J. Walker

Volunteers sew masks for health workers facing shortages 

In this Sunday, March 22, 2020, photo, provided by Christina Hunter, Briana Danyele sews cloth face 

masks that say "We Got This!" in her mother's living room in Greer, S.C., which will be sent to health 

care workers. Legions of everyday Americans are sewing masks for desperate hospitals, nursing homes 

and homeless shelters amid the expanding coronavirus pandemic. (Christina Hunter via AP) 

Dallas ISD implements at-home 

learning, here's how it works 

DALLAS — Even with the indefinite closure of schools, Dallas ISD continues its 

commitment to provide the best educational opportunities for all students. 

Students began at-home learning on Monday, March 23. We want to make sure 

that all parents and students have all the information and resources available to suc-

ceed through this transition.  

We spoke about at-home learning with Shannon Trejo, deputy chief of Dallas 

ISD’s Teaching and Learning department, and with Jack Kelanic, Dallas ISD chief 

technology officer.  

“The first thing that parents need to know is that we’re here to support you dur-

ing this time of transition,” Trejo said. “We want to be patient, we want to be flex-

ible, we want to express grace in this time, and we want for you to know that 

we’re here to help.” 

Continues on Page 5

Photo courtesy: Dallas ISD

By TIM REYNOLDS 

The documentary looking at Michael Jordan’s last championship season with the Chicago Bulls is set for release 

nearly two months sooner than expected with no sports to air due to the coronavirus pandemic. 

ESPN and Netflix announced on Tuesday that the 10-part documentary series called “The Last Dance” will air this 

month in the U.S. over five consecutive Sunday nights starting April 19 and running through May 17. There will be 

two hour-long episodes on each of those nights, airing back-to-back at 9 p.m. and 10 p.m. Eastern. 

ESPN was originally planning to release the documentary in June, when this season’s NBA Finals were to be 

played but those plans were accelerated. 

“April 19th can’t come fast enough. I CAN NOT WAIT!!” Los Angeles Lakers star LeBron James tweeted upon 

hearing news of the series’ long-awaited release. 

The series will include never-before-seen footage from that season, one where the team chased its sixth champi-

onship in a span of eight years. 

“As society navigates this time without live sports, viewers are still looking to the sports world to escape and enjoy 

a collective experience,” ESPN said in a statement. “We’ve heard the calls from fans asking us to move up the 

release date for this series, and we’re happy to announce that we’ve been able to accelerate the production schedule 

to do just that.” The documentary is nearly a quarter-century in the making. It was born in the fall of 1997 when Jordan, Bulls 

owner Jerry Reinsdorf and coach Phil Jackson allowed an NBA Entertainment film crew permission to follow the 

team all season. ESPN said the series includes “extensive profiles of Jordan’s key teammates including Scottie Pippen, Dennis 

Rodman and Steve Kerr,” along with Jackson. 

“Michael Jordan and the ’90s Bulls weren’t just sports superstars, they were a global phenomenon,” said Jason 

Hehir, who directed the series. “... For nearly three years, we searched far and wide to present the definitive story of 

an era-defining dynasty and to present these sports heroes as humans.” 

The series will air in the U.S. on ESPN and internationally on Netflix. Subscribers on Netflix can view two new 

episodes on each Monday from April 20 through May 18, all of them dropping those days at 3:01 a.m. Eastern time.

 (DALLAS, TX — March 30, 2020) – Author/Illustrator 

Sharon Jones-Scaife announces the upcoming release of a new 

book for kids, 'Lil' Marco Plays Hide and Seek.' Through a story 

of hide and seek, featuring the series character, Lil' Marco, 

Jones-Scaife highlights the importance of being prepared when 

faced with weather-related emergencies. The new children's 

book is slated for release May 3, 2020. 

Written in cute rhyming stanzas and paired with vibrant and 

engaging illustrations, Lil' Marco Plays Hide and Seek not only 

leads children on a trail of fun play, but also introduces them to 

safe places to hide when faced with weather-related emergen-

cies. 
Weather emergencies is something that doesn’t cross a parent’s 

mind until an emergency happens, and that’s too late. For par-

ents who think talking about emergencies will upset their child, 

Parents.com reports otherwise. Kids know from watching TV 

and videos and listening to the radio that emergencies can and 

will happen. Additionally, according to Parents.com one of the top fears 

that children grapple with is fear of the weather. “It is up to par-

ents to help their children overcome fear, whether it’s fear of the 

monster under the bed, fear of insects, or weather-related fears,” stated Jones-Scaife. “This story will help them start the fear conversation with their children.” 

The book also provides a little extra help for parents, to move them beyond talk to preparation. “I included emergency preparedness information and activity sheets that 

relate to the story theme,” states Jones-Scaife. Following the story, are five different activities as well as tip sheets and a planning sheet. “It is an established fact that children 

feel safer when they know what to do in an emergency situation,” Jones-Scaife concludes. 

Lil’ Marco Plays Hide and Seek is an engaging story of hide and seek as well as an emergency preparedness manual, all in one. The story is sure to charm and delight, 

while the informational pages will educate and enforce preparedness. It is available in print and ebook at online retailers. Book data follows: 

Age range: 2-6 years old 

ISBN: 978-1-7340928-0-6 

Paperback: 32 pages 

Publication Date: May 3, 2020 

Published by Frog Pond Publishing, a division of Coffee Creek Media Group 
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Author/Illustrator Sharon Jones-Scaife 

Announces Children's Book Release, 

“Lil' Marco Plays Hide and Seek”

Don't give up, because “THIS TOO SHALL PASS.”

The Last Dance’ look at Jordan’s last title starts April 19 

FILE - In this Feb. 6, 1988, file photo, Chicago Bulls' Michael 

Jordan dunks during the slam-dunk competition of the NBA All-

Star weekend in Chicago. Jordan left the old Chicago Stadium that 

night with the trophy. To this day, many believe Wilkins was the 

rightful winner. (AP Photo/John Swart) 

DART Moves to Modified Weekday Service During COVID-19 Pandemic  

See Page 3

By MICHAEL TARM 
 

CHICAGO (AP) — As 
daunting as the challenges 
that await him as the new 
chief of a Chicago Police 
Department under pres-
sure to implement sweep-
ing court-ordered reforms 
may seem, they pale com-
pared to what David 
Brown Sr. had to over-
come 10 years ago follow-
ing an afternoon phone 
call on Father’s Day. 

His son was dead, an 
officer told the then-
Dallas police chief. Police 
shot 27-year-old David 
Brown Jr. after he’d shot 
dead a stranger on a sub-
urban sidewalk and then 
also killed a responding 
officer during an apparent 
mental breakdown. 

“My entire body pulsat-

ed with pain, as if I’d been 
jolted with an electric 
shock,” Brown recounted 
in a 2017 book. “I grieved 
just as deeply for the 
loved ones of those my 
son had taken.” 

Brown, whose former 
partner and brother were 
also killed years earlier, 
said he returned to work 
with more empathy for 
victims and suspects 
alike, and a greater devo-
tion to his job. 

“My sense of duty not 
only got me out of bed,” 
he wrote. “It also began 
my healing.” 

The 59-year-old will 
need that heightened level 
of commitment to succeed 
in Chicago, the nation’s 
third largest city, where 
he’ll oversee a force of 
some 13,000 officers. 

Dallas had around 3,000. 
Brown’s No. 1 priority 

is to ensure Chicago’s 
department complies with 
the court-monitored over-
haul plan, which includes 
requirements unpopular 
with many officers that 
they file paperwork each 
time they point a gun at 
someone, even if they 
don’t fire. 

It’s not going to be easy. 
“This is a hard job, one 

of the hardest jobs in the 
country,” Chicago Mayor 
Lori Lightfoot told 
reporters Thursday in 
announcing Brown’s 
selection as police super-
intendent. 

Brown is expected to 
officially assume his 
superintendent post in 
April. 

By HILLEL ITALIE 
 

NEW YORK (AP) — 
Oprah Winfrey’s new 
book club pick is Robert 
Kolker’s “Hidden Valley 
Road,” an in-depth 
account of a 1950s family 
in which six of 12 chil-
dren were diagnosed with 
schizophrenia. Winfrey 
says she will continue 
picking books during the 
coronavirus outbreak, and 
will seek new ways to 
engage readers. 

In announcing her 
choice Tuesday, Winfrey 
called “Hidden Valley 
Road” a “a riveting true 
story of an American fam-
ily that reads like a med-
ical detective journey. It 
reveals the shame, denial, 
shock, confusion and mis-
understanding of mental 
illness at a time when no 
one was really sure what 
schizophrenia was or how 
to treat it.” 

“Hidden Valley Road,” 
tells the story of the 
Galvins, an attractive, 
high-achieving Colorado 
family that was devastat-
ed by the illness. Kolker 

learned about them four 
years ago through a mutu-
al friend and received 
extensive cooperation, 
speaking with nine of the 
siblings and their mother, 
and also drawing upon 
family letters, diaries and 
medical records. 

In a review that ran last 
weekend in The New York 
Times, Sam Dolnick 
praised Kolker as a gifted 
storyteller and “a 
restrained and unshowy 
writer who is able to 
effectively set a mood.” 
Kolker has written for 
New York magazine and 
Bloomberg and is the 
author of “Lost Girls,” 
which has been adapted 
into a Netflix film starring 
Amy Ryan. 

Kolker’s new book, 
released this week, is 
Winfrey’s fourth selection 
since starting a partner-
ship with Apple last fall. 
She usually tapes a live 
appearance with the 
author that runs on Apple 
TV Plus. Because of the 
coronavirus, she will 
interview Kolker and 
Galvin family members 

remotely for a program 
expected to air in May. 

Winfrey spoke to The 
Associated Press recently 
from her home in Santa 
Barbara, California, 
where she has been shel-
tering in place since early 
March, She said she had 
chosen “Hidden Valley 
Road” before the virus 
became widespread, but 
says it’s even timelier 
now, because of its story 
of a baffling and horrify-
ing illness. She was also 
personally drawn to the 
narrative, explaining that 
a young student from the 
school she runs in South 
Africa has three siblings 
diagnosed with schizo-
phrenia. 

“I’ve watched the ways 
that mental illness can 
rampage a family, and 
how they deal with the 
stigma of it and overcom-
ing the shame of it,” 
Winfrey said. 

Winfrey has helped gen-
erate millions of sales 
over the years, but her 
announcement comes at a 
time of deep declines in 
book sales and wide-

spread industry layoffs, 
from bookstores to the 
publisher Macmillan, 
where Winfrey has an 
imprint. She began her 
club in 1996, and has 
never had a year of such 
unexpected and troubling 
challenges. 

Her previous selection, 
Jeanine Cummins’ 
“American Dirt,” had 
received widespread early 
praise and seemed set to 
be a critical and commer-
cial hit. But a month 
before its January release 
date, some Mexican-
American writers faulted 
the novel about a Mexican 
mother and son fleeing 
north as uninformed and 
exploitative. What 
Winfrey had thought 
would be a show about 
immigration ended up 
being a forum about the 
lack of Latino representa-
tion in publishing, and in 
Winfrey’s club. (Winfrey 
reiterated that she plans to 
choose books by Latinos 
in coming months). 

 
See Page 2
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Winfrey chooses “Hidden Valley Road” for book club 

Remember to adhere to the City's ordinance to avoid COVID-19 this 
EASTER; "shelter at home and the six feet social distance guideline."

Chicago’s new top cop guided by Dallas tenure, son’s death 

FILE - In this June 15, 2015, file photo, Dallas Police Chief David Brown briefs the media about a shooting at Dallas Police headquarters in Dallas. Chicago Mayor Lori Lightfoot on Thursday, April 2, 2020, named Brown to lead the police force in the nation's third largest city. (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez, File) 

This cover image released by Doubeday shows Robert Kolker's “Hidden Valley Road." The book, an in-depth and highly praised account of a 1950s family in which six children were diagnosed with schizophrenia, was selected by Oprah Winfrey for her book club. Winfrey says that she will continue picking book 

Wisconsin voters wait for hours, others stay home amid virus 

By SCOTT BAUER and 
STEVE PEOPLES 

 

MADISON, Wis. (AP) 
— Despite federal health 
recommendations, thou-

sands of Wisconsin voters 
waited hours in long lines 
outside overcrowded 

polling stations on 
Tuesday so they could 
participate in a presiden-

tial primary election that 
tested the limits of elec-
toral politics in the midst 

of a pandemic. 
 

See Page 2 

Gov. Abbott 

Unlawfully 

Exceeded 

Authority with 

Executive 

Order Limiting 

Jail Releases, 

Argues New 

Lawsuit
Lawsuit says governor’s order restricting releases exceeds his constitutional authority; public health experts 

agree reducing populations in prisons and jails necessary to prevent outbreaks. 

STAY HOME. STAY SAFE. SAVE LIVES.

Individual Stimulus 

Checks Begin to Arrive, 

What Should You Expect? 

By Stacy M. Brown, 

NNPA Newswire Senior 

Correspondent 

@StacyBrownMedia 
 
Payments from the $2.3 

trillion federal coronavirus 

stimulus package have 

begun hitting individual 

bank accounts. 

In a memo, IRS 

Treasury Secretary Steven 

Mnuchin said the first 

round of payments were 

sent on Thursday, April 9, 

and should arrive in bank 

accounts beginning no 

later than Tuesday, April 

14. 

Most Americans are eli-

gible for and will receive 

stimulus payments, except 

for those who owe back 

child support payments. 

Single-filers who make 

less than $75,000 will 

receive $1,200, while mar-

ried couples making less 

than $150,000 are sched-

uled to get $2,400. An 

additional $500 payment 

will be provided to house-

holds for each child under 

17. 

The IRS will base the 

payments on the adjusted 

gross income of taxpay-

ers’ 2019 return. If a 2019 

return hasn’t been filed 

(the deadline has been 

extended for two months), 

the IRS will use informa-

tion from the 2018 return. 

If the return doesn’t con-

tain direct deposit infor-

mation, or if the IRS does-

n’t have returns from 2018 

or 2019, a paper check 

will be issued later. 

Electronic payments 

also will go out to those 

receiving Social Security 

and disability, even if 

recipients don’t typically 

file a tax return. 

For those who haven’t 

provided the IRS with 

bank account information, 

paper checks are expected 

to begin reaching house-

holds in May, but, in some 

cases, recipients won’t 

receive payment until 

September. 

 

See Page 6 
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Thursday, April 16

H ‐73° 
L‐ 57°

Wednesday, April 22

H‐ 80° 
L‐ 60°

Tuesday, April 21

H‐ 82° 
L‐66°

Monday, April 20

H‐78° 
L‐57°

Sunday, April 19

H‐ 75° 
L‐ 55°

Friday, April 17

H‐60° 
L‐ 51°

Saturday, April 18

H‐ 67° 
L ‐ 62°

7 Day Weather Forecast for DFW

By Stacy M. Brown, 
NNPA Newswire Senior 

Correspondent 
@StacyBrownMedia 

 
When National 

Newspaper Publishers 
Association (NNPA) 
President and CEO Dr. 
Benjamin F. Chavis, Jr. 
appeared on the Kelly 
Wright Show two weeks 
ago, Chavis told Wright 
that the novel coronavirus 
would hit African 
Americans the hardest. 

“Tragically, the warn-
ings have all proven to be 
true,” Wright stated today.  

“The public health data 
reveals that COVID-19 is 
having a devastating 
impact on African 
Americans in Chicago, 
Milwaukee, New Orleans, 
and other major cities.” 

But nowhere else has the 
African American com-
munity felt the wrath of 
the coronavirus like St. 
Louis, where nearly every 
person that has died from 
the virus is Black. 

The first non-African 
American to die was a 
Latino woman in her 50s. 
She died on Friday, April 
10.  

A white male in his 90s 
also died on Friday, April 
10.  

But, in a city where just 
24 percent of the popula-
tion is Black, a whopping 
55 percent of the con-
firmed cases are African 
American. 

White account for 68.2 
percent of St. Louis' popu-
lation, and 36.6 percent of 
coronavirus cases. 

Meanwhile, the death 
toll continues to mount in 
the Black community. 

In a major and exclusive 
interview scheduled to air 
on Monday, April 13, 
Wright will discuss the 
grim breaking news with 
St. Louis Urban League 
President Michael 
McMillan. 

In a transcript of the 
interview obtained by 
NNPA Newswire, 
McMillan revealed the 
devastating facts. 

“In St. Louis, if you look 
at the number of zip codes 
that have the highest num-
ber of cases, they are in 
the African American 
community. So, this dis-
ease is impacting us and 
even in a more significant 
way,” McMillan tells 
Wright during the riveting 
discussion. 

He stated that some of 
the Urban League’s part-
ners and top African 
American commanders in 
the history of the Police 
Department have died.  

“Pastors we work with 
who is on the front lines in 
terms of mediating the dis-
putes between gang mem-
bers to keep them from 
killing each other have 
died. And the first person 
to die in the region was a 
health care worker, an 
African American nurse,” 
McMillan says. 

The devastating losses 
su�ered within St. Louis’ 
African American com-
munity are compounded 
by the well-documented 
health disparities that 
already exist for many 
Black Americans nation-
wide, according to the 
Urban League.  

Public Health data in 
virtually every major 
urban area has document-

ed the overwhelming 
cases of Blacks experienc-
ing diabetes, heart disease, 
high blood pressure, and 
more chronic illness that 
weaken their immune sys-
tems.  

All of which make them 
susceptible and vulnerable 
to the Coronavirus, 
McMillan noted. 

Beyond the health prob-
lems of the community, 
McMillan also acknowl-
edged the economic and 
employment issues that 
plague the community.  

“So, as you look at this 
devastation, the other 
thing, of course, is that so 
many African Americans 
have jobs that they cannot 
work from home at,” he 
told Wright.  

“So, since we have posi-
tions that put us on the 
front lines so often, they 
are not executive positions 
that one can do from 
home. So, individuals are 
really out there and risking 
their lives in order to take 
care of themselves and 
their families are even 
more at risk, which con-
tributes to an increase in 
numbers of African 
Americans here in St. 
Louis and across the coun-
try.” 

When asked what the 
Urban League is doing to 
mitigate the risk amid the 
virus already making a full 
assault on the African 
American community, 
McMillan responded: 

“When you look at the 
unemployment numbers, 
unfortunately, African 
American men ages 18-24 
have been the highest per-
centage in general before 
the crisis. Now that 16 
million-plus people have 
filed for unemployment in 
the past three weeks, our 
community has been dev-
astated by that, so we have 
seen a huge need in terms 
of basic necessities for 
individuals just to survive. 
Food, housing, utility 
assistance, toiletries, dia-
pers, formulas, things that 
people need to make it 
every single day.” 

14 of 17 COVID-19 Deaths in St. Louis Are 

African American: BNC’s Kelly Wright Set to 

Air Exclusive Sobering Facts

Continued from Page 5 
 

“If we have your bank 

information, you’ll get it 

within two weeks,” 

Mnuchin said. “Social 

Security, you’ll get it very 

quickly after that. If we 

don’t have your informa-

tion, you’ll have a simple 

web portal, we’ll upload 

it. If we don’t have that, 

we’ll send you checks in 

the mail.” 

Treasury officials said 

they expect 50 million to 

70 million Americans to 

have received directly 

deposited payments by 

April 15, which is one day 

later than what the IRS 

said it expects the deposits 

to become available. 

The IRS does plan to set 

up a portal on its website 

where filers can enter 

direct deposit information 

if the agency doesn’t 

already have those details. 

Those who have provided 

bank information on their 

2018 or 2019 returns don’t 

have to do anything unless 

their information has 

changed. 

As for paper checks, the 

Washington Post reported 

that the IRS plan would 

distribute those to the low-

est-income Americans 

first, prioritizing payments 

for individual taxpayers 

with incomes of $10,000 

or less on April 24. 

Checks for earners of 

$20,000 or less would be 

in the mail May 1, fol-

lowed by those with 

incomes of $30,000 on 

May 8, $40,000 on May 

15, and continuing in 

income increments of 

$10,000 each week, 

according to the plan. The 

IRS plans to issue about 5 

million checks each week. 

Stimulus checks would 

be issued on Sept. 4 to 

joint taxpayers earning 

$198,000, the maximum 

allowed under the stimu-

lus. All others would be 

sent on Sept. 11, in most 

cases, because the IRS did 

not have prior tax infor-

mation for them, and they 

need to apply for the 

checks. 

Continued from Page 1 

 

Coach Harris knows the 

importance of staying 

physically active. In the 

current situation of stu-

dents having to engage in 

at-home learning due to 

the coronavirus, he want-

ed to help his students stay 

active. “I figured the 

workout videos would be 

a safe way for students to 

stay active while at 

home,” the coach said. “It 

also is a fun way to stay 

connected with my stu-

dents. I’m thankful for all 

the positive feedback 

received about helping 

others with my workouts, 

and this is what’s inspiring 

me to continue putting out 

workout options.” 

The coach has posted 

seven videos, each of them 

unique because he adds a 

touch of humor, making 

the workouts more engag-

ing for his students. No 

gym or special equipment 

is needed to do the work-

outs, so there are no 

excuses! He also recom-

mends that his students 

stay active by moving, 

while social distancing, or 

dancing. 

“Coach Harris’ videos 

have kept all of us con-

nected and they hold us 

accountable to do daily 

exercises,” said Principal 

Alicia Iwasko. “With 

some parents, it has 

become a competition to 

see who does more 

rounds! The biggest 

impact we see is that he 

created a platform for 

families to feel comfort-

able in doing the exercises 

together. We are very 

proud of Coach Harris and 

the impact he generates in 

our community.” 

Thank you, Coach 

Harris, for helping us in 

Making a Difference 

Together! 

By Dave Campbell,  

AP Sports Writer 

 

MINNEAPOLIS (AP) 

— Jacqueline Cruz-

Towns, the mother of 

Minnesota Timberwolves 

center Karl-Anthony 

Towns, died Monday due 

to complications from 

COVID-19 after more 

than a month of fighting 

the virus. She was 58. 

A native of the 

Dominican Republic, 

Cruz-Towns was a fixture 

at Timberwolves games. 

He was the first overall 

pick in the 2015 draft out 

of Kentucky.

Mom of  
T-Wolves Star 
Karl-Anthony 

Towns Dies 
From  

COVID-19

Blanton Elementary coach 

encourages families to stay fit

Individual Stimulus Checks 
Begin to Arrive, What 
Should You Expect? 
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